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The  Littht  Brahmas. 


By  Mr.Huktek. 


"  The  magnifioeut  Light  Brahuias,"  is  a  title 
frequently  applied  to  the  variety  probably  the 
most  widely  known  and  most  generally  popu- 
lar of  all  our  domestic  fowls;  and  yet  the 
name,  "  Brahma,"  as  indicating  the  country 
or  place  of  their  origin,  is  apparently  mis- 
applied. 'J'hcre  is  good  reasou  to  believe  that 
the  "fourdation"  of  l)olh  our  Lt.  Brahmas 
and  Cochins  was  found  in  the  ". 'Shanghais  " 
that  were  first  imported  into  this  country 
directly  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Chines* 
war  in  l.s43. 
Tegetmeier's  "Poultry  Book,"  (1867)  says: 
"  Although  Brahmas  are  amongst  the  latest 
introduction  into  our  poultry  yards,  there  is 
perhaps  no  other  variety  of  fowl  over  whii  h 
more  angry  discussion  has  taken  place  regard- 
ing its  hi.<tory  and  origin;  according  to  one 
party  the  breed  took  its  rise  on  the  banks  of 
the  Brahmapootra  (or  Burrampooter)  ri^er, 
in  India,  from  which  supposed  origin  it 
derived  its  name;  according  to  the  opposite 
view,  Brahmas,  as  they  are  now  generally 
termed,  are  either  gray  Cochins  or  a  breed 
originating  in  a  cross  between  the  Cochin  and 
gray  Cliittagong,  a  large  variety  of  Malay 
formerly  common  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 

^yithout  attempting  in  the  slightest  degree 
~to  dep'reciate  the  merits  of  this  very  magnifi- 
cent breed  of  fowls,  which  is  now  firmly 
established  in  public  favor,  and  which  pos- 
sesses characters  as  fixed  and  as  capable  of 
being  transmitted  as  those  of  any  other  variety 
^whatever,  candor,  nevertheless  compels  us  to 
dissent  altogether  from  the  statement  that 
these  fowls  originally  came  from  the  region 
from  whence  they  derive  their  name.  There 
is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show  that  they 
came  from  India.  The  banks  of  the  Brahmu- 
l)ootra  have  long  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
"fitish  —  at  least  the  lower  part  of  the  cour.se 
of  that  river — and  no  such  fowls  were  ever 
en  in  that  locality. 

"In  fact,  Brahmas  originated  not  in  India, 
ut  in  America ;  and  the  two  varieties  of  the 
lireed  now  known  as  Light  and  Dark  Brah- 
mas, had  unquestionably  very  distinct  origins. 

"  The  Light  Brahmas  undoubtedly  orig- 
inated in,  or  were  identical  with,  those  gray 
birds  that  from  the  very  first  importation 
came  over  from  Shanghai,  with  the  bull'  and 
partridge  l)irds  now  universally  known  as 
Cochins.  But  public  attention  was  first  called 
to  them  in  consequence  of  an  acute  American 
fancier,  Mr.  Cieorge  P.  Burnham,  presenting  a 
consignment  to  Hei- Majesty ;  and  these  birds 
were  subsequently  exhibited  by  His  Royal 
Highness  the  late  Prince  Consort  at  the  Metro- 
politan, and  other  shows,  as  Brahmas.  Of 
the  origin  of  these  birds  it  will  be  best  to  let 
yir.  Burnham  tell  his  own  tale.  In  his  amus- 
ing and  unscrupulous  work,  entitled,  •  A  His- 
tory of  the  Hen  Fever,'  published  at  Boston  in 
IS.5.1,  he  says : 

" '  An  ambitious  sea-captain  arrived  at  New 
York  rom  .'^hangha',  bringing  with  him  about 
a  h\mdred  China  fowls,  of-  all  colors,  grades 
and  proportions.  Out  of  this  lot  I  selected  a 
few  gray  birds,  that  were  very  large,  and  con- 
sei|uently  very  fine.  I  bred  these  with  other 
gray  stock  I  had,  at  once,  and  soon  had  a 
fine  lot  of  birds  to  dispose  of — to  which  I  gave 
what  I  have  always  deemed  their  only  true 
and  appropriate  title,  (as  they  came  from 
ishangha'),  to  wit. :  (fro;/  Sliani//i<v.s."' 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Mr.  Burnham  says 
the  fowls  imported  from  Shanghai  were  "of 
all  colors,  grailes,  and  proportions,"  and  that 
out  of  the  lot  he  "  selecteil  a  few  gray  birds 
that  well-  very  large,  and  conse<iuently  very 
fine."  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  he  "  bred 
these  vith  othfir  gray  stock  I  had."  What 
wai  that  otimr  any  stock  he  had?    In  liis 
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"  History  of  the  Hen  Fever,"  he  tells  how  he 
procured  from  "Asa  Rugg,  of  Pennsylvania 
(a  villi  (le  fjiierre)  a  breed  of  fowls  that 
challenged  all  comparison  for  size  and  weight. 
They  were  called  the  Cliittagong  fowl," 
which  were  described  as  "  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  in  that  region,  for  all  the  good  qualities 
desirable  in  a  domestic  bird.  The  color  is  a 
streaked  gray,  rather  than  otherwise,  and 
they  are  designated  as  Ghay  Chittagoxgs." 

Tegetmeier  says, "  the  gray  Chittagong  was 
alarge  variety  of  Malay,"  hence  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  parent  stock  from  which 
our  Brahmas  descended  was  a  blending  of  the 
blood  of  gray  Cochins  and  gray  Chittagongs 
( Malays) ,  lUirnham's  "  other  gray  stock  which 
I  had"  being  of  the  latter  blood,  and  the 
former  being  the  "  few  gray  birds,  that  were 
very  large,  and  consequently  very  fine,"  of 
that  direct  importation  from  Shanghai.  "Pis 
true  there  arc  claims  of  "  direct  importations 
from  India,"  but  the  evidence  seems  strongc>t 
in  favorof  the  common  origin  of  Brahmas  and 
Coidiins.  One  strong  point  is  that  there  arc 
not  found  in  India  today  (and  could  not  be 
found  near  the  Bralnnapootra  river  in  the 
early  'sixties)  fowls  approximating  to  the 
Brahmas  (or  gray  Chittagongs)  of  that  time, 
while  the  common  fowls  about  Shanghai 
I'loscly  resemble  the  "  China  fowls  of  all  colors, 
grades  and  proportions,"  from  which  Mr. 
Hurnhani  "  selected  a  few  gray  birds,"  which 
he  brcil  with  other  gray  stock  he  had.  .Vnothcr 
strong  point  in  favor  of  the  common  origin  of 
Brahmas  and  Cochins,  "  may  be  discovered  in 
tlieir  ottealojical  charictar*  auil  aaateuical 


LIGHT  BRAHMA.S. 
Drawn  for  Farm-Poultry,  by  Sewell.   (Coi>yright,  1896,  Farm-roultry). 


peculiarities.  It  has  been  remarked  that  it  i.s 
a  fact  universally  recognized  by  comparative 
anatomists,  that  the  distinguishing  characters 
of  nearly  allied  varieties  are  more  strongly 
marked  in  the  bones  of  the  skull  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  body.  Now,  the  skull  of  the 
Coidiin  is  vaulted  and  arched,  both  from  before 
backwards,  and  from  side  to  side,  and  possesses 
a  iieculiarly  marked  groove — extending  from 
biukwards  <ui  the  frontal  bone:  and,  what 
every  anatomist  will  regard  as  a  character  of 
great  value,  the  long  axis  of  the  aperture 
through  which  the  spinal  cord  issues  from  the 
sUull,  is  the  perpendicular  one.  Now,  in  these 
characters  the  skull  of  theBrahnniis  identical: 
whereas,  in  all  our  ordinary  breeds  of  fowl 
the  long  axis  of  the  occipital  foramen  is  pluced 
transversely ;  the  skull  waut.s  the  distinguish- 
ing frontal  peculiarities,  and  the  remarkable 
arched  or  vaulted  ch.aracter  formed  both  these 
breeds." 

It  is  not  easy  to  trace  the  origin  of  "  the 
name,"  Brahma.  It  will  be  noted  tliat  Mr. 
Huruham  speaks  of  calling  his  birds  "  Gray 
Shanghais,"  and  that  Tegetmeier  speaks  of  the 
late  Prince  Consort  having  exhil>ited  at  the 
Metropolitan  and  other  shows  as  Bnihnnis. 
Jlr.  Burnham  tolls  us  he  shipped  the  l>irds  to 
Her  Majesty  in  December,  1S52,  and  the  Vhif- 
trated  London  Xeica  of  January  2'2d,  1S.\'>. 
speaks  of  their  arrival  at  the  Zoological 
Ganleus,  Loudon,  and  says  They  are 
denominated  Gray  Shanghais  (in  conliadis- 
tinotion  to  the  Red  and  VelloVv  Shangha-s) ;  " 
and  the  next  day,.Tanuary  '2;>d,  tS.^:?,  the  .V»»irs 
publiahed  a  furthar  uottoa  of  the  birda.  accom- 


panied by  a  picture  of  them  drawn  by  the 
well  known  artist.  Harrison  AVeir.  Thai 
illustration,  which  we  here  reprodu<-e  from 
Tegetmeier's  "  Poultry  Book."  liears  the  name, 
"Light  Brahmas;"  but  we  would  suppose 
that,  originally,  in  the  Xff.t.  they  were  desig- 
nated as  "  Gray  Shangha's."  and  the  illustra- 
tion of  Gray  Shanghais  iu  Tegetmeier's.  and 
other  books,  are  identical  in  shape  and  mark- 
ings with  the  Light  Brahmas  of  Mr.  M"eir"s 
illustration. 

Mr.  Burnham  tells  us  the  birds  l>egan  to  l>o 
brought  into  notice  in  1S.">0  and  ".il,  as  Brahm.t- 
pootras  (orBurrampooters,or"  Bother 'ems"> 
and  says:  —  "  My  friend,  the  Doctor,  wantetl 
!o  i)at  I'ortlt  something  that  would  take  better 
than  his  •  I'lymouth  Rocks,"  and  so  he  con- 
sulted me  as  to  a  name  for  a  brace  of  (7r<7'/ 
fowls  I  saw  in  his  yard.  I  always  objected  to 
the  multiplying  of  titles :  but  he  insisted,  and 
finally  entered  them  at  our  Fitchburg  Depot 
show  as  '  Burrampooiers.'  all  the  way  from 
India.  These  three  fowls  were  bred  from  Asa 
Kufg's  (»r:\y  Chittagong  cock,  with  a  yellow 
Shangha-  hen,  in  Plymouth.  Mass.  They  wen' 
an  evident  cross  —  all  thi-ee  of  them  having  x 
top-knot.'  But  h'  imjpurtr.  They  were  then 
•  Burnimpooters.' " 

(  The  "  Doctor ''  here  n>ferred  to5.«  no  douht 
l»r.  .lohn  t".  Bennett,  author  of  "  The  Poultry 
Book."  Boston,  1SM1  — anil  the  "Plymouth 
Rocks  "  he  speaks  of  were  the  result  of  ••  a 
cross  of  Cochin  China  c>vk  on  a  heu  which 
w.-js  herself  a  cross  of  three  ditlerent  breeds." 
as  described  in  the  article.  "  The  Plymouth 
Rocki."  September  1st  Farm-Pocltry.) 
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LISHT  BRAHMAS. 
Presented  to  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  in  1853,  by  Mr.  G.  P.  Biirnliam. 
Reproduced  from  Tegetmeier's  "  Poultry  Hook." 


It  is  worthy  of  note  that  l^r.  Bt  niietfs  book 
(1S>0)  does  not  mention  Jirahmas;  neither 
does  Browne's  "  American  Poultry  Yard," 
publi.-licd  in  1(<")U,  our  copy  of  which  is  dated 
IN'iT.  Saunders'  "  Domestic  Poultry,"  (186G), 
credits  the  Brahmas  to  "  the  banks  of  the 
Brahuia-putra,  a  river  that  discharges  its 
waters  into  the  Bay  of  Bengal."  "By  some 
writers  it  has  been  contended  that  they  are 
nothing  but  gray  Shanghais;  this  can  only  l)e 
attributed  to  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Shanghai  and  Cochin  breeders  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  rapid  advance  to  favor  made  by  the 
Brahmas,"'  and  after  discussing  the  question 
for  a  page  or  more,  he  concludes:  "  That  the 
Hi  alimas  are  a  distinct  breed  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt;  but  whether  they  come  from 
China  or  India,  I  will  not  stop  to  discuss.  It  is 
enough  that  they  came  from  the  East —  from 
Asia."' 

From  1852  up  to  the  close  of  our  civil  war, 
there  appears  to  have  been  no  rapid  advance 
in  the  interest  in  poultry,  although  such  men 
as  Jlr.  Felch,  3Ir.  Williams,  Mr.  Phillips  and 
.Mr.  Rankin  kept  up  the  interest  in  Brahmas. 
lu  '•  Poultry  Culture,"  ^Ir.  Felch,  speaking 
of  the  Chamberlin,  later  known  as  the  Felch, 
strain  of  Light  Brahmas,  says:  "The  strain 
was  in  but  very  few  hands  tip  to  1S52,  at  which 
time  at  Boston  it  created  the  sensation  which 
gave  to  the  breed  an  identity  and  a  name.  For 
several  years  it  went  by  the  name  of  Brahmas 
or  Short-Legged  Chittagongs,  the  breeders 
clinging  to  the  then  good  reputation  of  the 
Chittiigong.  But  from  1Sj7  to  18G5  we  see  the 
Chittagong  conceding  the  palm  to  the  Brahma, 
by  returning  the  compliment  and  being  exhib- 
ited as  Single-Combed  Brahmas;  and  finally, 
in  1895,  we  find  them  discarded  altogether  as  a 
race — the  edict  that  all  Brahmas  should  have 
u  pea-comb  sending  them  into  oblivion." 

Our  Mr.  Boyer  has  been  studying  the  later 
history  of  the  Brahmas,  and  from  an  article 
of  his  written  forFAitM-PouLTRV,  we  quote: 

"  In  ISCG  the  purest  blood  of  this  (Bumham) 
strain  was  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Phillips,  and  was  known  and  handled  by  Mr. 
Williams  and  Mr.  Comey,  as  Phillips'  birds. 
Mr.  Felch  says  that  Mr.  Phillips,  just  before 
his  death,  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Comey, 
asserted  that  his  flock  was  from  the  birds  sent 
to  the  queen  by  Geo.  P.  Burnham,  thathehad 
bred  them  as  closely  as  he  could,  using  but 
one  or  two  top  crosses,  and  breeding  back  in  a 
general  way.  He  did  not  preserve  the  strain 
by  any  fixed  rule  of  inlireeding,  yet  he  must 
have  preserved  to  a  large  degree  the  original 
blood,  as  his  birds,  to  a  large  extent,  came 
with  single  combs.  They  were  dark  in  blood, 
preserving  the  Chittagong  characteristic  of 
dark  undercolor.  The  blood  of  this  Chinese 
strain  has  been  used  to  a  considerable  extent 
by  breeders  of  other  strains.  Lentil  185G  or 
1858,  these  birds  were  known  as  Chittagongs, 
or  Single  Combed  Brahmas. 

"  The  Rankin  strain  came  next,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  original  birds  of  this  strain  were  from 
India.  They  were  large  in  frame,  had  low 
single  combs,  dark  undercolor  iu  back,  and 
large  lemon-colored  legs  with  a  prominent 
greenish-blue  vein  down  the  inside.  Up  to 
1860  this  strain  or  importation  was  kept  pure. 
.\bout  that  time,  the  different  exhibitions 
ceasing  to  give    prizes  to    Single  Combed 
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'EM  POOTRU.M?" 
Rt-prodiiced   from  Burnhaiii'i  "History  of 
tlie  Heu  Fever. 


Brahmas,  Mr.  Rankin  was  compelled  to  use 
top  crosses  of  pea  combed  sires  from  the 
Chamberlin  strain,  and  other  sub  or  mixed 
strains,  to  secure  the  engraftment  of  the  jjea 
comb  on  his  strain.  Mr.  Rankin  shipped  large 
numbers  of  these  birds  to  Connecticut  and  to 
and  about  Philadelphia,  which,  with  the  Dr. 
Kerr  birds,  have  largely  entered  into,  and, 
being  subject  to  top  crosses  of  the  Chamberlin 
strain,  have  become  the  origin  and  foundation 
blood  of  the  Philadelphia  (Tees)  strain. 

"  In  18GT  and  1868  the  Philadelphia  strain  was 
known  as  Kensington  or  Tees  stock.  WUile 
they  can  hardly  be  called  a  strain,  yet  they 
have  been  used,  in  cotmection  with  those  of 
the  Rankin  strain,  the  breeders  of  the  Auto- 
crat and  Chamberlin  strains ;  and  the  crosses 
proved  to  be  the  very  best.  This  sub-strain, 
which  comprised  the  Brahmas  in  and  about 
Philadelphia  in  1866,  were  the  winners  in  the 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  exhibitions  of 
that  year. 

"  The  Autocrat  history  is  well  known.  Mr. 
Estes  purchased  the  bird  in  Fulton  market, 
Kew  York,  the  seller  avowing  that  he  was 
imported.  He  was  bred  one  season  to  females 
whose  foundation  blood  was  the  Geo.  P. 
Bumham  birds,  being  the  progeny  of  the 
stock  sent  to  the  queen  by  that  gentleman.  In 
1866  Mr.  Estes  presented  Autocrat  to  Mr. 
Williams,  who  bred  him  to  the  best  birds  he 
could  procure  from  several  sources.  From 
this  bird  Mr.  Williams  built  up  his  famous 
strain. 

"  The  Chamberlin,  now  so  widely  known  as 
the  Felch  strain,  came  from  the  birds  found 
by  Mr.  luiox  in  the  India  ship  in  New  York 
city  in  1847.  The  first  to  breed  these  birds 
were  Sir.  Chamberlin  and  Mr.  Cornish  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Childs  of 
Rhode  Island,  the  last  named  individual  win- 
ning at  the  Albany  and  Barnum  exhibitions 
of  New  York. 

"From  the  original  birds  bred  by  Mr.  Cham- 
berlin came  the  cock  Imperial  300  (the  male 
that  has  been  facetiously  mentioned  as  the 
bird  Mr.  Felch  bought  for  a  dollar  or  two,  out 
of  a  hen  cart) ,  the  founder  of  the  well-known 
Felch  strain  of  Light  Brahmas." 

In  the  American  PoiiUrtj  Journal  for 
December,  Mr.  Williams  gives  an  account  of 
how  "  Autocrat"  came  into  his  possession  : 

He  says  that  "  some  thirty  years  ago,  while 
in  New  York  on  a  visit  to  a  friend,  A.  B. 
Estes,  then  editor  of  the  defunct  PouUnj 
Bulletin,  and  also  editor  of  the  first  edition 
of  the  American  Standard,  he  asked  me  to 
go  over  tf)  Long  Island  and  see  the  '  best 
Light  Brahma  cock  in  the  world.'  I  went,  and 
for  once  the  bird  I  was  to  see  fully  came  up  to 
the  description  I  had  of  him.  Mr.  Estes  said 
the  bird's  name  was  '  .\utocrat ; '  that  he  had 
bought  the  fowl  in  Fulton  market.  New  York 
city,  and  that  it  was  said  the  bird  had  been 


imported.  Mr.  Estes  gave  him  to  me.  I  took 
the  fowl  home  and  got  together  some  of  the 
very  best  females  for  his  mates.  This  is  the 
way  the  '  Autocrat  strain  '  was  created." 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  getting  together 
choice  females  to  mate  with  this  fine  cock  Mr. 
Williams  took  some  single-combed  birds;  and 
as  this  was  only  thirty  years  ago  it  would  be 
no  surprise  to  an  experienced  breeder  if  he 
should  find,  in  his  flock  of  Lt.  Brahmas,  a 
single-combed  chick. 

There  is  good  reason  for  the  widespread 
popularity  of  the  Lt.  Brahmas.  They  are  (or 
were)  great  layers,  are  good  sitters  and  moth- 
ers, and  when  dressed  for  the  table  or  market 
their  flesh  is  rich  in  color,  (pleasing  to  the  eye 
of  the  caterer)  and  when  cooked  for  the  table 
the  flesh  is  pleasing  to  the  taste.  Another 
point  in  this  connection  is  their  substantial 
size.  They  are  the  largest  of  all  known  vari- 
eties, adult  fowls  weighing  six  to  nine  pounds, 
and  cocks  eight  to  twelve  pounds  when  dressed. 
Add  to  these  excellencies  the  fact  that  they  are 
extremely  docile  and  tractable,  flying  almost 
not  at  all,  so  that  a  low  fence  will  confine 
them ;  and  the  further  fact  that  they  are 
remarkably  handsome  in  appearance,  their 
clean  white  plumage  set  oft' by  the  black  lacing 
of  the  hackles  and  solid  black  tails,  with  a 
noble,  majestic  carriage — we  have  summed  up 
recommendations  amply  sufiicient  to  justify 
their  great  popularity. 

We  said  above  that  they  v;ere  great  layers, 
the  evidence  being  conclusive  that  they  have 
deteriorated  in  that  respect,  that  deterioration 
being  undoubtedly  due  to  their  being  bred  for 
"  fancy  "points,  and  ignoring  the  utility  points. 
The  testimony  of  many  writers  could  be  quoted 
as  to  their  laying  qualities. 

One  English  writer  says :  "  With  regard  to 
the  economic  merits  of  Brahmas,  the  pullets 
lay  when  six  months  old,  and  usually  lay  from 
thirty  to  forty  eggs  before  they  seek  to  hatch ; 
but  I  have  repeatedly  known  pullets  begin  to 
lay  in  autumn,  and  nei:er  stoiJ— let  it  be  hail, 
rain,  snow,  or  storm— for  a  single  day  till  next 
spring.  I  have  kept  several  breeds,  such  as 
Dorkings,  Spanish,  and  Hamburgs;  but  never 
now  give  to  my  tenants  any  but  Brahmas,  as 
they  say  they  can  rear  them  so  much  more 
easily,  and  greatly  prefer  them." 

Wright's  "  Practical  Poultry  Keeper  "  says : 
"  They  lay  nearly  every  day,  even  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  and  if  pure  bred,  scarcely 
ever  sit  till  they  have  laid  at  least  thirty  or 
forty  eggs.  As  winter  layers  no  breed  equals 
them.  We  are  writing  at  the  end  of  Novem- 
ber, and  have  a  heu  which  has  laid  forty-five 
eggs  in  forty-eight  days,  whilst  others  are 
little  inferior.  Another  writer  states  that  bo 
had  a  Lt.  Brahma  hen  lay  one  hundred  and 
nine  eggs  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  days." 
Saunders'  "  Domestic  Poultry  "  says :  "  The 
Br»hma  P«otrai  eat  much  lets    than  the 


Cochins,  and  are  amongst  the  best  winter-lay- 
ers we  have ;  they  rank  among  the  very  prolific 
producers  of  eggs  throughout  the  year;  they 
seem  to  be  as  hardy  as  it  is  possible  for  fowls 
to  be,  are  good  sitters  and  mothers,  and  good 
for  the  table."  Morant's  "  Poultry  for  Profit " 
says  :  "  They  are  known  as  excellent  winter- 
layers;  but  unfortunately  of  late  years  have 
been  so  much  exhibited  at  poultry  shows,, 
where  prizes  are  given  entirely  for  shape  and 
feather,  that  some  of  them  are  losing  their' 
valuable  qualities;"  and  the  same  writer 
quotes  Mr.  John  Evans,  of  Keynsham,  near 
Bristol :  "  I  have  kept  an  accurate  account  day 
by  day  for  a  year  of  the  number  of  eggs  laiil 
by  three  Brahma  pullets  descended  from  prize 
ancestors.  During  the  period  named  the  toUi' 
egg  production  of  these  birds  amounted  to  sij 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  I  am  morall; 
certain  that  two  of  these  pullets  laid  so  mucL 
oftener  than  the  third  that  they  must  have 
averaged  two  hundred  and  fifty  eggs  each. 
A  grand-daughter  of  one  of  these  pullets  laid 
sixty  eggs  in  sixty-two  days."  Major  Morant 
continues :"  Such  an  evidence  as  this  can. 
hardly  be  disputed,  and  it  does  seem  a  matter 
of  regret  that  such  fowls  should  not  have  been 
exclusively  bred  from.  L'nusual  laying  powers 
are  clearly  hereditary,  and  are  found  iu  certain 
individuals  and  in  some  sti-ains  of  particular 
breeds ;  we  cannot  depend  upon  their  existing 
to  the  same  extent  in  all  the  numbers  of  the 
breed,  because  it  is  very  rarely  that  any  trouble 
has  been  taken  to  perpetuate  the  trait." 

In  "Poultry  for  the  People,"  the  late  Mr. 
Comyns  says:  "As  to  laying  ciualities,!  am 
obliged  to  say  the  Brahma  has  considerably 
deteriorated  of  late  years.  When  first  intro- 
duced they  were  good  layers,  and  some 
remarkable  instances  of  laying  have  been 
quoted ;  but  breeding  so  much  for  feather  has 
undoubtedly  deteriorated  their  laying  powers 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think  also  the  smalluess 
of  comb  which  is  looked  for  in  this  variety  is 
usually  accompanied  by  a  falling  off  in  laying;" 
and  Tegetmeier's  "  Table  and  jMarket  Poul- 
try versus  Fancy  Fowls,"  in  speaking  of  the 
disastrous  effects  of  breeding  for  fancy  points, 
quotes:  "  Mr.  Norris-Ely,  one  of  the  strongest 
advocates  of  this  breed,  writing  in  The  Feath- 
ered World  of  July  3d,  1891,  speaks  of  the 
alteration  of  the  birds  as  being  most  effective 
in  the  show  pen,  as  far  as  appearance  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  adds  that  this  has  been  produced 
by  sacrificing  the  laying  power  and  fertility  of 
the  strain." 

In  America  the  Light  Brahmas  are  more 
widely  distributed  amongst  farmers  who  breed 
poultry  for  profit,  consequently  there  is  less 
cause  of  complaint  of  loss  of  layingpower;  and 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  turn  to  such  reports  as  that 
given  us  by  Mr.  Travis,  of  his  "  Non-Sitting 
Light  Brahmas,"  page  509  F.-P.,  December, 
1891,  in  which  is  a  table  of  egg-productioii 
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LT.  BKAHMAS  OF  THIRTY  YEARS  AGO. 
Reproduced  from  Tegetmeier's  "  Poultry  Book." 


covering  a  period  of  eight  years,  showing  an 
average  egg-yield  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  eggs  per  fowl  per  year  for  the  entire 
period.  Another  moft  satisfactory  Brahma 
record  is  that  of  Fauny  Field,  who  was  a  part- 
ner in  a  venture  in  which  overi450  was  cleared 
in  one  year  from  one  hundred  Lt.  Brahma 
pullets,  kept  on  one  acre  of  land  ;  told  on  page 
32^.,  F.-P.,  April,  isni : 

"The  one  hundred  pullets  cost  S75,  and 
eight  cocks  §24.  The  pullets  began  to  lay  the 
first  of  October,  and  in  one  year's  time  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  dozen  eggs  were  sold,  at 
an  average  price  of  twenty-six  and  a  half  cents 
a  dozen,  bringing  8240.45.  Seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two  chickens  were  sold  at  fifteen 
cents  a  pound,  dressed  weight,  bringing 
S.ir..3.04.  Fifty  of  the  old  hens  were  sold  (fifty 
of  the  best  pullets  being  kept  to  take  their 
place),  for  §28.49.  The  cost  of  keeping  the 
fowls  for  the  year  and  raising  the  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  chickens  to  a  marketable 
age  was  8384.84:"  that  shows  a  total  income  of 
8837.98,  and  a  net  profit  of  8453.14;  or  S4..53 
profit  on  each  of  the  one  hundred  Lt.  Brahma 
pullets.  Allowing  one  hundred  dozen  of  eggs 
for  batfJiing  the  .seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  chickens  sold,  would  give  an  egg-yield  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  per  fowl  for  the 
year.  Certainly  those  Light  Brahraas  were  not 
lacking  in  laying  ability ;  and  Brahmas  which 
will  pay  such  a  profit  as  these  paid  are  profit- 
able fowls  to  keep. 


White  Sports  from  Langshans. 

Being  in  China  for  the  last  time  before  giv- 
ing up  an  active  sea  life,  and  wanting  a  few 
fowls  for  my  own  use  at  home,  I  got  a  friend 
of  mine  to  send  to  the  Langshan  district  to 
procure  me  some  fowls  there.  Some  I  brought 
home  myself,  the  others  were  brought  by  a 
friend  of  mine,  the  whole  being  properly  looked 
after  and  kept  pure.  There  arrived  here  ten 
hens  and  two  cocks,  two  of  the  heus  being  the 
tufted  variety,  the  rest  plain. 

I  hatched  out  during  the  month  of  July  forty 
young  birds,  all  alike,  and  good  strong  chicks. 
Imagine  my  surprise  to  find  that  at  the  age  of 
five  weeks  two  of  the  chicks  commenced  to 
feather  white.  They  continued  to  do  so,  and 
are  now  pure  white  birds  with  slate  k!;ie  legs, 
typical  Laugshaus  in  builil  and  walk,  and 
apparently  pure,  in  every  way.  All  the  rest 
of  the  chicks  feathered  pure  black.  I  might 
mention  I  made  up  two  breeding  pens,  putting 
four  plain  and  one  tufted  hen  in  each  pen. 
Have  any  of  your  readers  had  a  similar  experi- 
ence?—C.  H.  R.,  Ileathfiekl,  in  Poultry,  etc., 
London,  Eng. 


Prevention  of  Disease. 
Writtctt  lor  Farm-Poultry. 

To  be  successful  in  the  keeping  of  poultry 
one  must  be  able  to  avoid  the  losses  that  come 
from  preventable  diseases.  Very  likely  you 
may  be  skillful  in  curing  ailments  that  appear 
in  your  flocks :  but  how  much  more  satisfactory 
it  is  to  have  no  sickness  to  contend  with.  Use 
common  sense  and  prevention  rather  than  so- 
called  "  sure-cures." 

The  first  essential  in  the  prevention  of  disease 
is : 

Sturdy  Stock. — Avoid  buying  eggs  or  birds 
from  weak,  long  in-bred  stock,  or  from  yards 
largely  made  up  of  late  hatched,  undersized 
birds.  Breeding  from  birds  that  have  been 
ill,  although  apparently  well,  is  poor  practice. 
Let  every  bird  used  for  breeding  be  well 
matured,  good-sized,  vigorous,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  sturdy  stock. 

Proper  Houses  e  nd  Yards. — Land  for  poul- 
try plants  ought  to  be  dry  or  easily  drained. 
Light  land,  where  the  snow  melts  early  in  the 
season  and  quickly  !^ecomesdry,  is  to  be  sought 
for.  A  damp  or  wet  soil,  even  though  tight 
floors  are  used,  is  to  be  avoided.  The  yards 
should  be  large  enough  to  keep  in  grass  per- 
manently, not  only  to  furnish  green  food  but 
to  feed  upon  the  droppings  and  thereby  pre- 
vent the  ground  becoming  filthy. 

The  poultry  house  should  be  of  such  size 
that  every  part  can  be  easily  and  quickly  taken 
care  of.  The  roof  and  cold  sides  should  be 
wind  and  water  proof.  Cracks  let  in  rain  and 
cold  air,  where  they  are  not  needed,  and  lead 
to  roup  and  bronchitis.  There  should  not  be 
too  much  glass  in  the  house  front.  One  win- 
dow (two  sashes)  to  a  pen  twelve  feet  square 
is  enough,  lioth  for  light  and  warmth.  More 
glass  than  this  will  make  the  house,  at  noon  in 
sunshiny  days  in  winter  too  warm — and  at 
night  will  radiate  the  heat  so  that  the  hou.se 
becomes  too  cold.  Some  scratching-shed 
arrangement  will  be  helpful;  or  a  door  in  the 
front  of  each  pen  that  can  be  opened  in  pleas- 
ant we.ilher  will  answer  the  same  purpose. 
Ventilators  will  not  be  required  in  houses  that 
are  si.x  feet  high  and  kept  clean. 

Roosts  and  droppings  boards  ought  to  be 
l"W  for  heavy  breeds,  and  made  so  as  to  fur- 
nish as  little  room  as  possible  for  "  red  mites." 
Nests  shouM  be  movable  and  easily  kcrosened. 
Pust  boxes  fnll  of  road-dust  should  be  in  every 
pen.  Shade  should  be  furnished  in  warm 
weather.  If  the  poultry  yards  can  be  iu  an 
orchard  the  problem  is  solved :  but  if  there  arc 
no  trees  board  shelters  can  be  made  iu  the 
runs. 


Crtce  and  Food. — Birds,  houses  and  brooders 
must  be  kept  free  from  all  lice.  Ko  one  who 
wi.shes  to  succeed  with  poultry  can  neglect  to 
consider  the  lice  question.  It  comes  into 
prominence  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Like  the 
poor,  lice  are  always  with  us.  The  great 
obstacle  to  paying  poultry  and  the  .stumbling- 
block  in  many  an  otherwi.se  successful  plant,  is 
lice.  If  your  birds  ought  to  be  laying  but  are 
not — look  for  lice.  If  the  young  chicks,  that 
should  be  growing,  are  dying — look  for  lice. 
Do  not  feed  the  army  of  tramps, — lice  and 
mites. 

Begin  early  to  fight  lice.  Dust  the  sitting 
hen  with  some  good  insect  powder.  Use  the 
powder  on  the  young  chicks.  See  that  the 
brooders  do  not  become  infested.  Whitewash 
and  kerosene  will  help  keep  within  bounds  the 
lice  tribe  in  the  large  house.  Boosts  and  uest 
boxes  need  constant  attention.  The  red  mites 
will  multiply  rapidly  in  the  droppings  if  not 
often  removed.  It  is  good  practice  to  dust  the 
old  birds  with  insect  powderever}'  two  months 
during  the  warm  season.  If  this  is  done  in  a 
business-like  way  it  will  take  less  time  than 
one  would  at  first  suppose.  Kext  to  lice,  I 
would  place  filth.  Droppings  boards  and 
floors  must  be  kept  clean.  Many  cases  of  roup 
are  due  to  uncleaned  boards  in  the  wet  weeks 
of  the  year.  Droppings  boards  cleaned  and 
dusted  twice  a  week  will  prevent  disaster  to 
more  flocks  than  one. 

Exercise  is  needed  for  good  health,  and  to 
help  fill  the  egg  basket.  I>uring  the  cold 
months  of  the  year  this  can  be  produced  by 
using  scratching  material,  hay  or  straw,  on 
the  floors  of  house  or  shed,  and  throwing  all 
whole  grain  into  it.  When  the  material 
becomes  too  fine  and  soiled  it  should  be 
replaced  with  a  new  supply.  Remove  early 
in  the  spring,  lest  it  become  a  breeding  place 
for  lice. 

Fresh  water  is  as  necessary  to  fowls  as  to 
ourselves.  It  should  be  given  twice  a  day  in 
winter  and  three  times  in  summer.  Drinking 
vessels  should  be  carefully  \vashed  once  a  day 
during  the  warm  weather,  and  at  least  twice 
a  week  iu  winter.  Fountains  that  cannot  be 
thoroughly  cleaned  should  not  be  used.  Very 
cold  water  should  not  be  used,  as  it  sometimes 
produces  "  cramp."  and  also  takes  too  nuich 
of  the  bird's  heat  to  warm  it  to  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body. 

Hens  should  be  kept  as  much  as  possible 
from  heavy  rains  and  snows.  To  be  drenched 
with  water  when  half  moulted  a<lds  a  little  to 
the  drain  that  is  being  made  upon  the  system 
to  supply  a  new  suit  of  clothes.  Chi<'ks  a  few 
days  old  are  sometimes  stunted,  if  not  killed, 
by  exposure  to  a  sudden  shower. 


Grit. —  Broken  stone,  brick  or  crockery 
ought  to  be  within  reach  of  every  chick  and 
fowl.  Oyster  shells  will  not  take  the  place  of 
grit,  but  are  useful  a.s  a  varietj'.  To  oblige 
birds  to  seek  for  grit  in  the  droppings  or  from 
the  earth  floor  of  the  pen,  is  uncleanly,  to  say 
the  least.  To  attempt  getting  winter  eggs 
without  hen-ieelh  in  abundance  is  useless. 

Cliarcoal. —  A  box  or  basin  of  .small  char- 
coal will  be  appreciated  by  the  stock,  and 
prove  helpful  to  the  digestion.  I  have  often 
noticed  my  birds,  when  let  out  in  the  morning 
run  to  the  ash  heap  or  the  remains  of  a  brush 
fire  and  seek  earnestly  for  small  pieces  of 
burned  wood. 

Green  Food. —  Hens  running  wild  or  con- 
lii;cd  to  a  large  yard  of  sod  have  this  article  in 
abundance  during  the  growing  season  of  the 
year.  Birds  kept  in  small  bare  yards,  or  in 
houses;  and  all  birds  during  the  winter,  need 
a  generous  supply  of  green  food.  Without 
doubt  clover  is  the  best  well  balanced  green 
food  we  can  use.  Care  must  be  taken  that  it 
is  cut  into  pieces  not  more  than  one-half  inch 
in  length,  thereby  avoiding  impaction  of  crop. 
It  can  be  fed  at  noon  by  itself,  or  used  in  the 
morning  mash.  Barn-sweepings  and  wa.«te 
from  the  mows  contain  seeds  and  leaves  that 
the  birds  gladly  pick  up.  I.,ettuce,  young  oat 
sprouts,  lawn  cuttings,  cabbage,  and  roots  of 
many  kinds,  may  be  used  for  winter  green  foo<l. 

Cut  Green  Bone  and.  Meat.  —  A  flock  of 
twenty  birds,  with  perfect  freedom,  getting 
all  the  animal  food  needed  in  the  form  of 
insects  and  worms,  can  do  nicely  during  the 
open  months  without  cut  bone  or  scraps. 
When  the  frosts  come,  and  insect  life  is  still, 
and  worms  are  not  in  reach,  then  it  is  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  animal  food  that  the  sy.stem 
craves.  Birds  confined  to  yards  need  a  con- 
stant supply.  Xo  doubt  a  little  animal  food 
every  day  is  nature's  way ;  but  to  feed  green 
bone  I  have  found  that  two  full  meals  a  week 
give  good  results.  Feed  at  noon  all  the  birds 
will  eat.  If  away  from  markets,  or  unable  to 
get  a  full  supply  of  bone,  nearby,  any  of  the 
yrnuad,  meat,  bone  or  blood  meals  will  be 
found  to  give  good  results  when  fed  in  morn- 
ing mash.  If  cut  bone  or  meat  meals  cannot 
be  obtained,  scraps  will  answer  the  purpose. 

Grain.  — Xearly  every  grain  can  be  used  at 
souie  time  to  advantage.  'WTieat  stands  first 
as  a  well  balanced  food,  followed  by  barley. 
Corn  and  buckwheat  are  quite  fattening,  and 
should  be  used  sparingly,  with  discretion.  All 
the  grains  are  to  be  had  ground,  and  form  the 
large  part  of  the  morning  mash.  The  mash 
should  be  well  cooked,  and  fed  warm  if  possi- 
ble. Find  out  how  much  the  hens  will  eat  if 
allowed  their  choice,  and  then  always  give  less 
than  a  full  meal.  Keep  the  birds  a  little  hun- 
gry until  the  night  meal,  and  then  feed  boun- 
tifully. Fowls  are  early  risers,  and  seek  a 
breakfast  about  sunrise.  Both  old  and  young 
birds  need  food  when  they  begin  to  look  for  it. 
To  lie  in  bed  until  the  sun  has  been  up  two  or 
three  hours,  may  be  pleasant  to  the  sleeper; 
but  he  will  never  be  a  successful  hen-man. 
Xot  only  do  the  chicks  want  food  and  water, 
but  they  are  anxious  to  get  out  of  the  close 
brooder  house  or  roosting  coop  into  the  pure 
air  and  sunshine. 

Mash  foryoung  chicks  must»be  well  cooked. 
Half  done  food  will  produce  diarrha>a.  I 
always  bake  mine  in  the  oven  two  hours. 

In  feeding  condiments  to  young  or  old  birds, 
do  not  make  the  mistake  of  using  too  much. 
A  little  will  supply  a  need  that  really  exists; 
but  more  than  is  needeti  will  ovenlo  the 
matter,  and  produce  liver  disease. 

It  is  gootl  practice  to  keep  l>irds  of  difl'erent 
ages  imd  conditions  in  separate  flwks.  The 
large  imd  sn'  il  birds  do  not  each  require  the 
same  proportion  of  iooA. 

Consumptive  persons  or  animals  should  not 
be  allowed  near  poultrj". 

Scaly-leijin  d  binls  will  sprvad  the  dise:ise 
to  young  chicks,  ajid  even  to  tho.so  birds  on 
the  roost  with  them. 

Quarniitine  all  new  birds,  and  dust  with 
insect  powder  every  addition  to  the  flwk. 

Dr.  N.  W.  Sanbokx. 

Wellesley  Hills.  Mass. 

The  Duke  Owns  Games. 

It  is  s!\id  that  the  Duke  of  Marll<orough  is  a 
great  admirer  of  thoroughbr^l  poultr>  ,  but 
has  a  decideil  preference  for  Games,  own- 
ing some  of  the  Iinest  binis  in  England,  He 
will  have  to  ailopt  utility  Games  if  he  wants  to 
join  Farm-1\H  LTRY\s  practical  ciivle. 
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The  American  Black  Minorca. 
Written  for  Farm-Poultry. 

Probably  the  greatest  obstacle  which  this 
breed  has  to  overcome,  is  the  wide  raiine  of 
views  which  present  themselves  re;;;ircliiiu-  the 
make  up  of  its  Standard  of  Perfection  ;  and  it 
is  due  to  this  fact  that  1  present  to  the  readers 
of  this  paper  my  views  comljined  and  por- 
trayed by  Mr.  Sewell  in  this  issue. 

For  four  years  I  have  concentrated  my 
attention  to  this  one  grand  breed,  and  in  con- 
sequence 1  have  made  many  observations 
regarding  the  various  types  existing  iu  the 
leading  American  aud  English  strains. 

Knowing  no  ideal  to  which  to  breed,  save 
such  specifications  as  may  be  obtained  from 
the  American  Standard  of  Perfection,  I 
decided  to  make,  by  the  aid  of  the  Standard 
and  Mr.  Sewell,  an  ideal  American  Black 
Minorca,  in  accordance  with  my  knowledge 
of  the  breed. 

Those  fanciers  who  have  had  experience 
with  the  importation  of  Games,  know  that 
an  English  Game  cock,  which  has  become 
famous  in  England  for  hard  feathering,  will, 
when  Imported,  grow  au  entirely  ditterent 
feather  after  his  first  moult  iu  America.  The 
same  variation  appears  iu  shape  and  general 
characteristics  of  his  progeny.  This  change, 
however,  is  present  in  all  breeds  under  the 
above  conditions,  and  therefore  true  with  the 
Minorca. 

Under  the  above  observation  we  may  safely 
lay  aside  the  English  ideal  as  useless  under 
the  American  climate,  and  turn  our  attention 
toward  a  practical  ideal  to  which  to  breed  our 
Minorcas. 

It  has  been  proved, possible,  however,  to  pro- 
duce under  our  couditious,  a  bird  of  true 
Mediterranean  characteristics; and  this  is  the 
type  which  I  believe  in,  aud  which  I  have 
adopted. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  ideal  my  chief  aim 
was  to  produce  a  graceful  bii\l ;  and  I  think 
the  effort  met  with  success. 

As  to  the  size  of  comb  and  wattles,  there  may 
be  room  for  improvement;  but  I  am  well  sat- 
isfied with  the  size  aud  shape  of  comb  shown 
in  cut,  which  was  taken  directly  from  the  head 
of  a  bird  in  my  yards.  I  do  not  believe  iu  hav- 
ing too  large  a  comb ;  yet  I  prefer  a  large  comb 
to  the  small  comb  often  seeu  on  this  breed.  I 
think  the  comb  shown  in  cut  would  make  u 
good  upper  limit. 

The  American  Minorca  is,  as  a  rule,  mark- 
edly deficient  in  tail,  either  in  size,  sickles  or 
carriage.   It  is  hardly  possible  to  get  a  Leg- 


horn tail  on  an  American  Minorca  of  full  weight 
and  good  back ;  and  I  believe  in  having  the 
tails  as  large  as  is  practicable,  with  long 
gracefully-curved  sickles,  and  carried  well 
back. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  desired  type,  the  bird 
must  have  a  large  body,  a  back  broad  at  wing- 
butts,  aud  legs  of  medium  length. 

I  believe  in  the  station  shown  in  cut,  as  it 
shows  an  active  bird. 

I  should  like  to  speak  of  the  valuable  prop- 
erties of  this  useful  breed,  but  must  postpoue 
that  for  another  time.        J.  W.  jMettler. 


The  State,  and  Poultry  Diseases. 

Keport  of  an  Address  before  the  South  Bris- 
tol Farmers'  Club. 

At  the  afternoon  session  Samuel  Cushman, 
apiarist  and  poultry  manager  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  was 
introduced  and  spoke  ou  "  The  Prevention  of 
Diseases  of  Poultry."  He  said  many  keepers 
fail  to  take  proper  measures  to  prevent  disease 
among  their  fow'ls.  Many  who  understand 
the  general  principles  involved,  neglect  to 
uuike  practical  application  of  their  knowledge. 
Poultry  diseases  are  more  prevalent  than  for- 
merly. New  diseases,  as  well  as  other  products 
of  foreign  climes,  are  now  imported.  Modern 
transportation  is  a  means  for  the  quick  distri- 
bution of  disease.  Not  only  are  there  more 
trouliles  of  an  infectious  nature  that  may 
attack  our  fowls,  but  they  now  more  readily 
become  diseased.  They  receive  better  care  and 
better  food  than  they  used  to.  They  are  well 
protected  in  comfortable  houses,  and  have 
become  much  more  profitable;  but  larger 
numbers  are  kept  together  and  are  given  less 
liberty,  less  chance  for  exercise  and  to  get  for 
themselves  the  insects,  grass  and  gravel  that 
they  need.  Nature's  remedies  are  not  avail- 
able to  them.  They  are  often  confined  to  a 
damp  yard  aud  deprived  of  good  air  and  sun- 
light. If  neglected  by  their  attendant  they 
cannot  get  away  from  their  accumulated  drop- 
piugs,  aud  must  breathe  the  noxious  fumes, 
and  driuk  impure  water.  "When  fowls  had  to 
roost  in  trees  or  in  the  wagon  shed  and  pick 
up  their  living  as  best  they  could,  they  stood 
almost  any  amount  of  cold  and  fresh  air.  Now, 
protected  by  a  close  house,  they  lay  more 
and  do  better  when  all  goes  well;  but  they 
have  become  dependent  upon  shelter,  and  if 
exposed,  contract  colds.  Unless  owned  by  a 
careful  and  thriving  person  fowls  are  worse 
off  now,  as  far  as  health  is  concerned,  than 
they  were  years  ago.   Mismanagement  makes 


them  susceptible  to  various  diseases.  A  tend- 
ency to  disease  is  transmitted.  Weakness 
produces  weakness,  and  vigor  begets  vigor. 
Hardiness,  vitality,  vigor  of  constitution  in 
poultry,  are  of  as  much  importance  as  all  other 
qualities  combined.  A  sjiecific  germ  is  present 
in  many  diseases  of  poultry. 

Each  new  bird  should  be  carefully  examined, 
treated  to  destroy  lice,  and  put  iu  quarantine 
for  a  few  days  before  being  allowed  to  run 
with  the  others.  A  mild  case  may  introduce 
a  serious  trouble;  a  single  infected  fowl  or 
turkey  may  infect  a  dozen  or  more  ditferent 
flocks,  if  allowed  to  run  with  them  on  common 
ground. 

The  entrails  of  animals  are  very  liable  to 
contain  parasites  and  germs  of  disease  that  will 
allect  fowls,  and  therefore  should  be  long  and 
well  cooked  before  being  fed  to  any  living 
thing.  The  milk  or  meat  of  tuberculous  ani- 
mals should  not  be  fed  to  fowls  unless  first 
thoroughly  cooked. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  poultry 
keepers  should  isolate  and  disinfect  all  sick 
fowl  the  moment  they  show  suspicious  sv'mp- 
toms.  Do  not  let  them  remain  with  the  flock 
one  hour.  Put  them  in  the  poultry  hospital  at 
once.  This  plan  well  followed ,  even  if  no  pre- 
ventive treatment  had  been  given,  would  have 
saved  thousands  of  flocks  that  have  been 
entirely  destroyed  by  contamination.  Kill  oft" 
the  stunted  or  unthrifty  specimens  lest  they 
become  disease  distributors.  By  making  a 
post  mortem  examination  on  fowls  first  taken 
sick,  the  trouble  may  often  be  discovered  at 
once,  and  preventive  treatment  of  the  flock 
may  ward  oft'  disease.  Doctoring  sick  fowls 
does  not  pay.  It  is  better  to  kill  them. 
Promptly  burn  the  bodies  of  diseased  birds,  or 
bury  them  in  quick  lime.  If  buried  in  the 
ground  they  may  be  unearthed  by  dogs  or 
skunks,  and  the  germs  distributed.  Coops  and 
buildings  occupied  by  sick  fowls  should  be 
drenched  with  a  solution  of  copperas  or  car- 
bolic acid,  to  destroy  the  lurking  seeds  of  the 
disease. 

The  state  has  a  right  to  protect  the  poultry 
industry.  All  owners  should  be  compelled  by 
law  to  report  to  state  authorities  all  suspected 
cases  of  contagious  diseases  among  fowls, 
when  an  investigation  promptly  made  by  a 
qualified  person  would  determine  whether  a 
serious  trouble  was  present. 

Should  a  new  and  very  destructive  disease 
of  fowls  break  out  in  a  limited  area,  such  a 
practice  would  enable  the  authorities  to  dis- 
cover it,  and  confine  it  to  the  locality,  and 
eventually  stamp  itout.  At  present  not  until 
the  disease  has  got  beyond  control  and  become 
wide  spread  is  any  notice  taken  of  it.  If  the 
state  board  of  agriculture  of  every  state  had  a 
poultry  commissioner,  such  an  official  might  do 
work  that  would  be  invaluable  to  the  poultry 
industry  of  the  state.  The  bureau  of  animal 
industry.  United  States  department  of  agricul- 
ture, at  Washington,  has  lately  investigated  a 
number  of  diseases  of  poultry,  and  such  inves- 
tigations are  to  be  continued .  With  appointed 
officials  in  every  state  actively  working  in 
co-operation  with  the  United  States  govern- 
ment bacterialogists  and  pothotagists  at  Wash- 
ington, great  progress  might  be  made  in  the 
matter  of  preventing  and  suppressing  diseases 
of  poultry.— New  Bedford  Evening  Standard. 

Chickens  or  Ducks— Which  Pays  Best  ? 
Written  lor  Farm-Poultry. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  many  letters  from 
would-be  poultry  growers,  asking  many  ques- 
tions concerning  the  profits  of  the  poultry 
business,  and  especially— which  is  the  most 
profitable  to  grow  for  market,  ducks  or 
chickens  ? 

These  letters  are  so  numerous — that  with 
the  time  at  our  disposal— it  is  quite  impossible 
for  us  to  answer  them  satisfactorily,  and  with 
your  permission  we  would  like  to  answer  them 
through  the  columns  of  Farm-Podltry.  We 
think  that  with  your  immense  circulation  we 
can  reach  our  correspondents  much  better 
than  in  any  other  way. 

The  following  are  specimens  of  the  queries 
we  are  daily  receiving:  "I  have  the  poultry 
fever.  Which  are  the  most  profitable  for  me 
to  grow— ducks  or  chickens  ?  Which  will  lay 
the  most  eggs  in  the  course  of  a  year?  Will 
ducks'  eggs  command  as  high  a  price  in  mar- 
ket as  hens'  eggs?  Does  it  cost  more  to  keep  a 
duck  than  a  hen— if  so,  how  much?  Which  is 
the  most  proBtable  breed  to  keep,  and  which 


are  the  best  layers?  Will  it  pay  to  keep  ducks 
for  their  eggs  alone?" — and  lastly — letters 
from  parties  giving  their  location,  financMal 
condition,  together  with  some  of  their  charac- 
teristics, and  asking  what  we  think  of  their 
chances  of  success  in  the  poultry  business. 

Now,  although  we  can  judge  somethiug  of  a 
man's  capacity  and  adaptation  to  business 
from  his  handwriting,  composition  aud  cii  cum- 
stances,  yet  we  think  we  could  gauge  his  cali- 
bi'e,  aud  advise  him  to  much  better  advantage 
could  we  see  and  converse  with  him  for  awhile. 
We  shall  take  this  subject  up  from  a  purely 
market  standpoint,  and  state  the  case  from  our 
own  experience  and  observation  extending 
over  a  period  of  forty  years. 

The  only  correct  method  of  ascertaining  the 
net  profits  ol  ducks  versus  chicks,  is  to  com- 
pare the  cost  of  growing  each  per  pound,  and 
the  relative  prices  they  command  in  market. 

We  have  repeatedly  experimented  in  grow- 
ing both  ducks  and  chicks  indepeudeut  of 
labor,  aud  are  satisfied  that  with  present 
prices  of  grain,  ducks  can  be  easily  grown  for 
five  cents  per  pound,  while  chicks  will  not 
cost  less  than  seven  cents — and  taking  into 
account  the  greater  mortality  which  usually 
accompanies  the  growing  of  chicks,  this  should 
be  increased  to  at  least  eight  cents  per  pound. 

The  question  will  naturally  be  asked,  "  Why 
should  it  cost  more  to  grow  a  pound  of  chick 
than  a  pouud  of  duck?"  This  question  is 
easily  answered.  A  good  duckling  should 
dress  six  pounds  at  ten  weeks  old,  while  a 
good  chicken  would  dress  about  the  same  at 
twenty  weeks  old.  Now  it  costs  just  so  much 
to  support  animal  life,  either  in  bird  or  mam- 
mal, and  as  you  can  get  as  many  pounds  on  a 
duckling  in  ten  weeks  as  you  can  on  a  chick 
in  twenty,  you  can  grow  the  pound  of  duck 
for  two  cents  less,  because  he  has  ten  weeks 
less  of  animal  life  to  support. 

But  the  cost  of  production  does  not  affect  the 
relative  profits  so  much  as  the  prices  these 
birds  command  in  market.  The  minimum 
price  for  first-class  ducklings  the  past  season 
has  been  fourteen  cents  per  pound,  and  this 
has  been  only  occasional,  while  the  maximum 
price  has  been  thirty  cents,— though  a  few 
eight  weeks  birds  for  a  time  commauded 
thirty-five  to  forty  cents  the  past  spring  iu 
New  York  market.  The  minimum  price  for 
chickens  ( roasters )  was  fourteen  cents ;  maxi- 
mum thirty-five  cents— though  during  a  part 
of  March  and  April  broilers  commanded  from 
forty  to  fifty  cents  per  .pound. 

This  is  a  fair  statement  of  the  case  from  our 
own  experience.  But  it  should  be  taken  into 
consideration,  the  fact  that  the  high  price  on 
roasters  holds  out  longer  than  it  does  on  ducks 
—  say  from  the  first  of  May  to  the  first  of 
August,  while  the  prices  on  ducklings  begin 
to  fall  after  the  middle  of  June,  though  in 
September  and  October  they  usually  rise 
again  —  while  the  average  price  for  the  season 
is  rather  in  favor  of  the  chicks;  —  but  taking 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  duck  can 
be  grown  for  less;  that  there  is  less  mortality 
among  the  young;  that  they  are  less  subject  to 
disease;  will  bear  more  neglect — we  think 
that  for  a  careless  grower  the  balance  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  duck. 

We  would  not,  however,  advise  any  one  to 
enter  the  duck  business  simply  because  it  is 
attended  with  less  care,  and  the  youug  less 
subject  to  vermin  and  disease.  There  could 
be  no  greater  mistake — for  nothing  will  thrive 
under  filth  and  neglect.  While  extreme  care 
and  cleanliness,  the  variety,  composition  and 
quantity  of  food,  are  as  necessary  in  the  grow- 
ing of  ducks  as  chicks,  —  the  rapid  growth 
and  consequently  quick  returns  from  ducks 
are  very  encouraging  to  the  grower;  for  a 
choice  strain  can  be  depended  upon  to  dress 
twelve  pounds  per  pair  at  ten  weeks.  Our 
own  did  better  than  that  the  past  season  —  for 
after  the  choicest  had  been  selected  for  breed- 
ers, those  left  average  more  at  that  age. 

We  are  often  asked  if  the  fecundity  of  ducks 
is  equal  to  that  of  hens ;  if  their  eggs  command 
as  much  in  market;  if  the  eggs  are  tit  to  eat; 
if  a  duck  requires  more  food  than  a  hen,  etc. 
The  answer  to  these  queries  we  will  defer  to 
another  article,  as  we  fear  this  is  already  too 
long.  -James  Rankin. 

Cedar  Poles  for  Perches. 

A  man  who  has  had  great  experience  in 
poultry  raising,  writes  a  reader  of  Farm- 
Poultry,  recommends  the  use  of  cedar  poles 
for  perches,  as  they  harbor  no  vermin. 
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••  MUSIC." 

First  Prize  B.  P.  Rock  Pullet,  at  N>w  Tork,  1895. 
Owned  by  E.  B.  Thompson,  Amenia,  N.  Y. 


Poultry  at  Public  Institutions. 

Written  for  Fakm-Pocltry. 

It  would  seem  that  the  large  public  schools 
o\  er  the  eountn'  should  be  able  to  raise  poul- 
try, and  produce  eggs  in  abundance ;  having 
lar.ire  quantities  of  table  refuse,  bones,  etc. 
Thut  few  if  any,  do,  is  an  undisputed  fact. 

At  Mr.  Moody's  boys'  school,  just  over  the 
river  from  Xorthtield,  on  Jit.  Hermon,  is 
found  one  of  the  most  complete  set  of  school 
and  farm  buildings  to  be  found  anywhere  in 
the  country.  The  school  farm  contains  several 
hundred  acres,  under  the  very  highest  state  of 
cultivation,  and  all  the  farm  work  is  done  by 
the  students,  who  are  obliged  to  give  two 
hours  of  their  time  each  day  to  the  work. 
Over  a  hundred  cows  are  milked.  All  stock, 
horses,  hogs,  etc. ,  are  of  the  very  finest.  Every 
branch  of  farm  industry  is  carried  on  in  a  most 
practical  manner  —  dairying,  blacksmithing, 
carpentering,  harness-making,  printing,  steam 
laundrying,  and  large  silos,  root  cellars,  hot- 
houses, etc.,  in  successful  operation.  Every- 
thing "  done  up  brown,"  and  in  a  way  which 
is  educating  to  the  boys,  and  will  be  of  inesti- 
mable benefit  to  them — except — the  poultry 
department.  In  that  they  "  fall  way,  way 
down." 

Much  money  has  been  expended  in  good 
carpentering,  and  fine  stock.  Five  long  houses 
have  been  erected,  in  five  different  parts  of  the 
farm,  each  ten  feet  wide  and  divided  every 
eight  feet  into  pens.  Elaborate  nests,  etc.,  have 
been  made;  someone  hundred  fowls  put  into 
each  house,  and  barrels  of  refuse  from  the 
kitchens (  mostly  slops)  each  day  emptied  in 
front  of  same. 

Several  months  ago,  just  before  Mr.  Moody 
left  for  his  work  in  Atlanta,  he  drove  the  sub- 
scriber over  to  Mt.  Hermon,  showed  him 
through  the  institution,  and  begged  him  to 
overhaul  the  whole  poultry  outfit:  tear  down, 
build  up,  throw  away,  buy  new,  in  short  do 
anything,  and  send  him  the  bills. 

The  writer  sailed  in."  After  the  old 
lousy  hens  were  taken  out,  "  treated  "  and 
"  re-treated,"'  they  were  fattened  and  k'llcd. 
Part  of  a  barrel  of  sulphur  was  used  ii;  the 
houses;  all  refuse  cleaned  out ;  all  tlie  fixings 
removed,  and  a  gang  of  carpenters  turned  in. 
My  bound  volumes  of  Eaum-Pot  ltry  were 
re-examined,— and  what  fun  I  did  have,  with 
full  lilicrty  to  carry  out  the  latest  and  best 
ideas. 

Every  second  jien  hail  it<  front  torn  out  to  a 
sufficient  height  to  allow  the  winter  sun  to 
reach  the  rear;  and  this  front,  carried  around, 
served  as  a  close  partitiim  betwen  the  roosting 
room  and  scratching  shed,  — the  old  division 
being  only  a  wire  screen.  Then  the  roosting 
room  were  coiled  over,  paper  on  three  sides, 
and  the  ceiling  above  also  covered  half  way, 
or  well  out  over  the  roosting  shelves.  'I'he 
windows  taken  from  the  front  of  scratching 
sheds  served  as  storm  windows  for  the  roost- 
ing rooms. 


Yards  IGxlOO  feet  were  made  for  each  outfit, 
thus  giving  sixteen  hundred  feet  yard  space, 
eighty  feet  roosting  space,  and  eighty  feet 
scratching  space  for  each  sixteen  head,  the  num- 
ber to  be  housed  in  each  yard.  Wonder  if  I've 
"  over-crowded?"  Fronts  of  scratching  sheds 
are  fitted  with  screens  of  oiled  cotton  cloth, 
hung  at  the  top.  Doors  lead  from  pen  to  pen, 
and  doors  through  the  fences  three  feet  wide 
next  the  house,  wide  enough  for  a  wheelbar- 
row to  pass  through.  Springs  (and  good  springs 
which  work)  on  each  door  and  gate,  and  all 
doors  and  gates  swing  one  way.  At  the  end 
of  each  house  is  a  separate  house  built  uniform 
with  the  others,  for  feed  and  supplies,  two 
doors  and  a  partition  in  each,  w'ith  a  second 
floor  say  three  feet  above  the  first  and  coming 
to  within  three  feet  of  the  front.  In  one  lower 
compartmeut  dry  soil  is  stored ;  and  above 
and  easy  to  reach  are  eight  bins  for  grit,  .shells, 
wheat, barley,  and  the  difl'erent  meals, etc.  The 
other  lower  compartment  for  droppings,  and 
above  for  scratching  material.  The  roosts  and 
general  inside  fixings  of  the  long  house  are  as 
have  been  several  times  suggested  in  Farm- 
Poultry,  four  nests  to  a  house ;  roosts  which 
drop  intomortises,  so  they  can  be  easily  turned 
over  and  kerosened  on  under  side ;  a  hanging 
door  or  partition  hung  with  hinges,  and  but- 
toned up  again.st  the  ceiling,  to  be  dropped 
down  in  front  of  roosts  on  severely  cold  nights. 
A  ten-inch  wide  board  at  front  of  scratching 
sheds,  and  almost  a  ''  knee-deep  "  quantity  of 
carefully  prepared  scratching  material  sup- 
plied. Latest  patterns  of  watering  buckets 
placed  on  brackets  six  inches  from  floor,  where 
dirt  cannot  foul  them,  and  sundry  "  kinks  " 
which  I  will  not  take  space  to  explain.  Just 
one  or  two,  however.  My  feed  troughs  are  of 
the  Vpigtrough  kind,  with  ends  on  sameslant 
as  sides  so  they  can  be  swept  out  at  two  or 
three  strokes.  Holes  for  poultry  to  go  out  and 
in,  have  hanging  doors  hung  on  an  angle,  and 
operated  with  a  string  passing  up  and  across, 
so  doors  can  be  closed  from  the  opposite  side 
of  the  rooms.  The  string  can  be  run  over 
bent  wire  nails,  and  on  the  other  end  an  old 
can  with  gravel  for  weight  to  balance.  This 
will  be  found  of  great  convenience  in  separat- 
ing or  catching  poultry.  It  is  always  in  order, 
and  is  easily  constructed.  All  fixtures  are 
removable,  and  easily  removed. 

Each  of  the  five  long  houses  are  exactly  the 
same  as  every  other.  One  of  the  most  reliable 
young  men,  picked  from  the  four  hundred 
students,  is  placed  in  charge  of  each  set  of 
pens,  with  a  general  superintendent  over  all. 
The  writer  will  getoveroccasionally  and  super- 
intend the  superintendent.  Mr.  Jloody  will 
superintend  the  writer;  and  presumably  Mr. 
Moody  will  have  to  answer  to  the  Lord  later 
on. 

E\  cry  supply  house  has  been  stocked  "chock- 
a-lilock  :"  a  Mann  bone  cutter  in  a  warm  l)uild- 
ing  easy  of  access ;  (a  barrel  of  liones  are  avail- 
able each  day.)  A  ton  of  the  Eureka  grit 
fmm  Rochester,  «s  it  is  white  aud  so  eagerly 


Bought  for  by  poultrj-;  oyster  shells;  meat 
meal  (though  that  is  not  needed  with  all  our 
bone  and  meat  scraps) ;  a  kerosene  can  at  each 
house;  whitewash  thoroughly  used;  sulphur 
fumes  at  stated  intervals ;  Dalmation  powder 
occasionally;  large  dust  boxes  properly  cared 
for;  floors  and  droppings  shelves  cleaned  each 
morning;  red  pepper,  charcoal,  aud  .Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder,  for  condiments ;  and  with 
everlasting  stick-to-itra-tiveness,  we  hope  will 
lead  to  winter  eggs.  Mr.  Hunter's  re-written 
article  on  "  Feeding  for  Winter  Eggs,"  is 
framed  and  hung  in  the  superinU'udent's  room, 
with  plenty  of  uuderlinings  in  red  ink.  Hav- 
ing killed  oflf  all  old  stock  except  one  hundred, 
and  all  the  pullets  (some  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  as  they  were  .June  stock  and  could  not 
be  got  to  laying  early),  the  writer  .scoured  the 
country  for  April  and  Jlay  pullets  of  the  larger 
varieties  until  every  pen  was  filled.  Printed 
egg  records  are  placed  iu  each  pen,  and  receipts 
printed,  so  all  eggs  delivered  to  the  kitchen 
will  be  receipted  for,  etc.  At  this  writing 
everything  is  complete,  spick  and  span.  The 
boys  are  enthusiastic,  and  a  cash  reward  has 
been  oflcred  to  the  fellowwho  willget  the  most 
eggs  from  .lanuary  1st  to  March  1st.  I  wonder 
if  we  will  get  many?   I'll  report  in  the  .spring. 

X.  Orthfield. 


The  Norfolk  Count>'  Show. 

The  second  annual  show  of  the  Norfolk 
County  Association,  was  held  in  Sanford  Hall, 
Medway,  3Iass.,  December  10-12, 1895.  It  was 
a  great  success ;  the  entries  exceeded  those  of 
last  year,  and  all  premiums  were  paid  in  full 
the  last  day  of  the  exhibition.  The  first  pre- 
mium this  year  was  S1..5T,  while  last  year  it  was 
but  forty-one  cents.  The  largest  classes  were 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  (30  birds),  Dark 
Brahmas  (SS  birds),  and  Buff  Leghorns  (78 
birds).  There  was  a  fine  show  of  bantams, 
especially  the  Buff  Cochin  variety,  which  num- 
bered fifty-one— AV.  C.  Fuller  and  W.  W. 
Clough  each  having  a  good  exhibit. 

The  awards  were  as  follows  : 

Barred  P.  Rocks.  —  ,T.  H.  Cumuiinirs,  3 
cock.  A.  L.  Cutting,  2  hen.  W.  E.  Tower,  1 
cockerel ;  2  and  3  pullet :  2  pen.  .lohn  Simpson, 
2  cockerel.  J.  F.  .Southwick,  3  cockerel.  C. 
A.  Wight,  3  pen. 

White  P.  Rocks.— All  to  E.  L.  Richard- 
son. 

White  Wyaxdottes.— J.  M.  Dow,  2  cock : 
Ihen:  3  pullet;  2  pen.  C.  H.  Richardson,  2 
cockerel;  1  pullet.  S.  H.  Clark,  3  cockerel;  2 
pullet.   G.  A.  Newhall,  1  pen. 

OOLDEN  WYA2JD0TTES.  —  All     tO     J.  R. 

Nichols. 

Silver  Wyaxdottes. — All  to  W.  E. 
Tower. 

Light  Brahmas. — Newhall,  2  cock ;  3  pul- 
let. C.  H.  Robinson,  2  hen.  H.  A.  Cook,  3 
hen;  2  and  3  cockerel;  2  pullet;  1  pen.  C.  A. 
Wight,  1  cockerel;  1  pullet. 

Dark  Brahmas.— W.  W.  Clough, 2  cock;  1, 
2  and  3  hen ;  3  cockerel;  1  and  3  pen.  W.  E. 
Tower,  3  cock ;  2  cockerel ;  1,  2  and  3  pullet ;  2 
pen. 

Buff  Cochlxs. — All  to  Xewhall. 

pARTRIDCiE  CocHixs. — All  to  B.  F.  White. 

Black  Laxgshans. — Xewhall,  2  cockerel. 
Clough,  1  pullet. 

S.  C.  Brovvx  Leghorxs.— L.  E.  Gray,  1 
and  2  cock;  land  2  cockerel;  1  hen;  2  pullet. 
M.  H.  Blood,  2  and  3  hen.   Tower,  3  cockerel; 

1  pullet;  2  pen.   W.  H.  Lowell,  1  pen. 
White  Leghorxs.— All  to  Xewhall, 
BCFF  Leghorxs.— J.  H.  Blood,  3  cock;  3 

pullet ;  3  pen.   C.  H.  Crane, 3  hen ;  2  cockerel ; 

2  pullet;  2  pen. 

Black  Mixorcas.— S.  H.  Clark,!  hen:  1 
cockerel :  1  and  3  pullet.  Charles  La  Croix,  2 
cockerel;  2  pullet.  O.  T.  Achorn, 3  cockerel ; 
2  pen. 


An  egg  is  largely  nitrogenous.  The  white  is 
albumen,  the  yolk  contains  phosphoric  and 
mineral  substance,  and  the  shell  is  composed 
mostly  of  lime.  Col.  F.  D.  Curtis,  in  a  lecture 
delivered  before  a  farmers'  institute,  some 
years  ago,  said :  "  Eggs  are  not  a  miraculous 
dispensation;  they  come  from  the  food  the 
hen  gets  and  converts  into  egg,  the  s.nnie  as 
any  animal  converts  its  food  into  products. 
It  is  apparent  that  corn  alone  is  not  a  suitable 
food  for  this  production  of  eggs,  as  it  does 
not  possess  enough  of  tlie  constituents  to  make 
e^igs.  Hens  feil  on  such  food  will  got  fatj  A 
hen,  like  any  other  auimal,  nuist  have  some 
coarse  food  to  distend  the  stomach  aud  bowels, 
so  we  give  them  finely  cut  clover  hay  aud  cal>- 
bage,  both  of  which  contain  material  to  make 
egg  proiluction,  and  the  value  of  wheat,  oats 
and  meat  goes  without  sa\  iug." — Farm  Field 
and  Fh  t  side. 


Tired  Women 

Nervous,  weak  and  all  worn  out — will 
find  in  purified  blood,  made  rich  and 
healthy  by  Hood's  Sarsaparilla,  permanent 
relief  and  strength.    Get  Hood's  t>ecau8e 

Hood's  Sarsaparilla 

Is  the  Only 

True  Blood  Purifier 

Prominently  in  the  public  eye  today.  It  is 
sold  by  all  druggists,   fl;  six  for  |5. 

|-I V  Dilic  tastele«8.  mild,  effee- 
IIUUU  »    nils  tlve.  AJldrnggisM.  25e. 

$3,  $4  and  $5  each. 

GOOr>   BKKEDING  BIRDS 

at  each.  Also  a  few  Pullets  In  pairs, 
trioj^,  et<-. 

Light  Brahmas, 

(Early  T.a^iuK  Strain :  have  been  got  to  laying  al  * 

m'os.  and  8  days  old,) 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  Zgi:  Strain;  '■  tlie  Ijusineti  1'jwI  ,A  the 
19111  centurj'.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Bron  n  E;,'g.  Pn/lific  Laviu?  Stock. j 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 

MONEY  IN  HENS, 
PROFITABLE  Poultry  Farming, 
ALL  ABOUT  BROILERS. 

These  l».c)ks  for  tlie  liesrinncr.  -25  cents  each:  or  75 
cents  fiir  the  three,— and  a  copj-  ot  a  Poultr}'  Book, 
free.  Address, 

MICHAEI,  K.  BOTEK,  >"atict,  Mass. 


STANDARD 

WHITE  LEGHORNS. 

Lar<re  size.  exIr.T  laver;.  VV  inner?  at  Madison 
Square  Ganlen,  N.  Y.   Stock  an.'.  . 

WHITING  FARM, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 

Giant  Strain 

IT  BRAHMAS 

30  YEARLING  HENS, 

200  PULLETS  and  COCKERELS, 

at  a  ven-  reasonable  price,  considering  their  quality. 

The  b'est  lot  of  choice  stock  we  ever  offered.  Must 
go,  as  we  need  the  room.  These  birds  were  brt-^l  fn^ni 
winners  at  the  last  three  exhibits  of  the  N  ew  Kngland 
Lt.  Brahma  show.  Faneuil  Hall,  Boston,  in  the  liottesJ 
competition  ever  seen.  Write  fi*r  )>rioes. 
 KOmyS  BROS..  VVoodTille.  Mass. 

$1.00  EACH. 

■Will  sell  during  Oct.  and  Xov.  pure  bred,  fairly  well 
marked  cockerels  at  $1  each.  Selecte>l  breeding  birds 
at  reasonable  prices. 
B.  P.  KOCKS.      tr.  p.  KOCKS. 

S.  C.  BROWN  and  W  H ITK  LEGHORXS, 
an.l  SILVER  WY.VM>OTTES. 
E.  C.  PORTE K,  Chailivicks,  >.  Y. 


■Mm 


© 


cuERNstY  c*rn.i. 
S.  C.  B.  LEGHORN*.  White  and  Buff  WYAN- 

DOTTtS.    H0L11A\>.    R.    C.    \N  .    and  B. 

LEGHORNS,  and  BuH  PL>  ^"iH  TH  ROCKS. 

Awards  at  Anieric.t's  ^rt'ate^  ~ 
Garden,  New  Yorkl.  Iu  the  p.  s 
!<\  gold  stHvi,ils,  iti  silver  nuHi.,  v.^ 
Xiw  York,  ISVi.  is  iirst>,  Itl      ..  .  ; 

uiL^lals  and  silver  cup. 

"I.IKK  BKOETS  t.IKE.- 

Satlsfactlon  gu,iraiiin^l.  Send  for  illustratiM  circtil.v. 

SCOTCH  COLLIES.  FOX  TERRIERS. 


KS  FOKSYTll.  Owoco.  Ti 


o_X.Y. 


8.  W.  SMITH. 


BERKSHTKK.  Ch«*»r  Whit*. 
.Idinx.v  K^>J  .t  r.^itid  Ctina 
iPi^s.  ^■T*Ho»- 

Shwp.  I  Hontiac 
and  Hi-  .'iralonak 
;ochran»iiie,  i,s«:f  r  Co.,  p». 
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K  ARivL=  Poultry 


Janxjiary  1 


Improving  a  Farmer's  Flock. 

Written  for  Fakm-Poultby. 

From  the  time  when  we  came  into  possession 
of  our  first  hen,  at  the  age  of  eight,  up  to  the 
present  day  our  interest  in  poultry,  whether 
thoroughbred  or  crossbred,  has  never  wavered ; 
and  so  long  as  we  have  been  able  to  understand 
the  principles  which  govern  the  laws  of  the 
reproduction  of  characteristics  we  have  taken 
more  or  less  interest  in  the  improvement  of 
mongrels  through  the  use  of  purebred  males. 

We  had  often  wished  to  demonstrate  by  exper- 
iment just  the  amount  of  time  i-equired  to 
change  a  pen  of  genuine  barnyard  mongrels 
into  a  pen  of  pure  bred  fowls,  by  all  that  should 
be  apparent ;  and  we  calculated  that  about  four 
breeding  seasons,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the 
resultant  flock  would  be  fifteen-sixteenths  of 
the  blood  of  the  males  used,  would  bring  about 
the  desired  result. 

In  the  spring  of  '93  an  opportunity  to  test 
the  matter  presented  itself.  A  relative  of  ours 
who  possessed  just  the  kind  of  a  flock  required, 
declared  himself  willing  to  investigate  provided 
we  should  not  make  it  expensive — and  an 
agreement  was  readily  effected  by  which  we 
were  to  furnish  the  males ;  and  the  farmer — 
(for  such  he  was)  was  to  furnish  the  females, 
keep  the  flock,  and  have  all  the  profit,  if  profit 
there  should  be. 

His  flock  was  of  the  most  approved  mongrel 
type,  being  of  all  shapes,  sizes  and  colors.  A 
male  of  Brown  Leghorn  persuasion  had  been 
used  with  the  flock  the  season  before;  and  the 
secojjrf  season  back  a  male  said  to  have  been 
of  Silver  Wyandotte  descent  had  "  ruled  the 
roost  '■  in  company  with  another  male  of 
unknown  origin,  said  to  have  been  black  in 
color. 

Evidently  the  Wyandotte  had  been  a  strong 
breeder,  for  he  had  planted  the  rose  comb  so 
firmly  on  his  chicks  that  the  Single  Comb  Leg- 
horn had  not  been  able  to  change  it  in  any 
noticeable  degree. 

From  the  pullets  by  the  Leghorn  we  selected 
three  with  plumage  looking  like  a  mixture  of 
Golden  and  Silver  Wyandotte  feathers,  and 
rose  combs;  one  with  plumage  like  the  Light 
Brahma,  except  that  its  back  feathers  had  cen- 
tres of  black  with  white  lacing,  and  a  single 
comb;  and  one  with  a  sort  of  faded-out  buft" 
color  and  ar  single  comb. 

From  the  yearling  hens  we  took  two  which 
at  a  distance  might  have  been  mistaken  for 
pure  Silver  Wyandottes — but  that  one  carried 
a  single  comb — and  one  large  hen  with  plumage 
like  a  Houdan.  All  of  these  females  had;clean 
yellow  legs. 

To  mate  them  we  selected  from  our  own 
yards  a  White  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel  which, 
though  he  wouldn't  astonish  anyone  in  the 
show  room,  and  was  a  trifle  undersize,  would 
score  perfect  :n  vigor.  He  had  very  stout 
yellow  legs  anc  yellow  skin. 

This  pen  of  eight  females  and  a  male  were 
given  a  room  ten  feet  square  and  a  run  fifty 
feet  long.  They  received  good  care,  and  laid 
well  of  strong  fertile  eggs. 

They  were  mated  about  the  middle  of 
March,  and  the  first  eggs  were'  set  about  the 
first  of  April,  and  the  last  on  the  first  of  May. 
Forty-one  chicks  were  hatched,  of  which 
thirty-four  were  raised  to  maturity,  and  were 
seen  by  us  on  December  first. 

Among  the  females,  which  numbered  nine- 
teen, were  five  pure  white  chicks,  one  of  which 
had  a  rose  comb.  Among  the  males  were 
three  pure  white  chicks,  and  all  had  rose 
combs.  One  of  the  white  pullets  had  dark 
legs,  on  which  was  quite  a  heavy  feathering  — 
and  this,  with  the  fact  that  among  the  other 
pullets  was  a  black  one  with  shape  approach- 
ing the  Langshan,  made  us  suppose  that  the 
black  male  used  three  years  before  had  been  a 
Langshan. 

These  white  pullets,  while  they  showed 
quite  clear  white  plumage,  had  but  little  of  the 
Kock  shape;  however  the  improvement  had 
equaled  our  expectations. 

But  as  this  is  a  fai'mer's  flock  which  we  have 
in  process  of  construction,  we  must  see  to  it 
that  the  practical  points  keep  abreast  of  the 
fancy  points  in  the  improvement  of  value.  On 
March  first  the  farmer's  flock  averaged  in 
weight,  females  four  pounds  six  ounces,  males 
five  pounds  and  about  nine  ounces,  with 
weights  running  far  into  the  extremes. 
December  first,  of  the  improved  stock  the 
females  weighed  in  average  five  pounds  eleven 


ounces  plus,  the  males  six  and  three-quarters 
pounds.  Any  one  can  easily  ascertain  what 
this  gain  would  mean  to  him  by  multiplying 
the  gain  by  the  price  in  his  particular  market ; 
and  we  question  whether  it  cost  one  cent  to 
make  this  gain.  This  is  not  the  total  gain  in 
comparison,  for  the  original  flock  had  several 
mouths  advantage  in  age. 

In  February  we  again  mated  a  pen  for 
further  improvement.  The  five  white  pullets 
resulting  from  the  first  mating  were  mated  to 
another  White  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel,  as 
vigorous  as  the  one  used  before,  but  a  much 
larger  bird,  with  more  fine  points.  They 
occupied  the  same  quarters  as  their  predeces- 
sors, and  in  addition  to  the  increased  amount 
of  room  (per  bird)  they  received  better  care — 
the  male  being  given  a  good  feed  of  lean  meat 
two  times  per  week. 

From  March  loth  to  June  1st,  about  thirty 
chicks  were  hatched  from  eggs  laid  by  that 
pen,  and  twenty-six  were  alive  when  we  saw 
them  the  first  of  December.  Of  the  number 
just  half  were  pullets,  only  four  of  which 
were  other  than  white  in  color.  Of  the  nine 
pure  white  ones  three  had  a  few  feathers  on 
their  shanks,  and  one  had  a  rose  comb;  but 
the  shanks  of  all  were  yellow.  Of  the  males 
six  were  pure  white  birds,  one  with  a  rose 
comb,  and  one  with  feathered  shanks;  but 
two  would  have  passed  for  fair  W.  P.  Rock 
cockei  els. 

Throwing  out  the  pullets  with  the  feathered 
legs  and  the  one  with  a  rose  comb,  together 
with  all  the  cockerels  exceptthetwo  best  ones, 
we  had  a  pen  of  birdj  which  in  appearance 
suggested  a  rather  poor  quality  of  thorough- 
breds. While  the  result  was  satisfactory,  we 
still  had  plenty  of  room  for  improvement. 

The  weights  of  each  of  the  nine  selected  pul- 
lets, and  of  one  of  the  two  selected  cockerels, 
fulfilled  the  requirements  of  the  Standard  at 
this  time,  December  1,  1894.  The  average 
weight  of  all  the  pullets  was  six  pounds  ten 
ounces ;  of  all  the  cockerels  seven  pounds  thir- 
teen ounces. 

AVhile  this  gain  was  not  so  great  as  that  of 
the  year  before,  it  was  eminently  satisfactory, 
for,  from  only  five  females  we  had  produced 
gain  enough  to  more  than  cover  the  cost  of  the 
cockerel,  and  we  still  held  the  bird,  which  had 
not  depreciated  in  any  way  except  in  point  of 
age. 

In  February,  1895,  we  again  mated  the 
stock.  This  time  we  made  two  matings 
instead  of  one;  we  mated  the  same  cockerel, 
(now  a  cock)  back  with  his  own  pullets, — 
(the  five  which  we  had  selected  in  December) 
and  partitioning  the  pen  in  halves,  gave  them 
one  side.  Now  being  anxious  to  know  what 
results  would  follow  the  mating  of  a  few 
thoroughbred  hens  with  the  best  three-quarters 
bred  cockerel,  we  selected  from  our  own  flock 
four  good  breeding  hens,  and  put  them  with 
the  best  cockerel  in  the  other  half  of  the  pen. 
The  pen  headed  by  the  cock  we  speak  of  as 
No.  1,  and  the  other  as  No.  2. 

From  pen  1  twenty  chicks  were  raised,  and 
from  pen  2,  seventeen. 

Of  those  from  pen  1  all  but  one  were  per- 
fectly white,  and  had  good  single  combs ;  and 
the  exception,  —  a  pullet, —  had  no  color 
except  a  little  black  in  her  wings.  Eleven  of 
these  were  pullets  and  nine  cockerels,  and 
after  we  had  culled  out  four  of  the  cockerels 
and  three  of  the  pullets  for  deficiency  in  some 
fancy  points,  we  had  a  pen  of  chicks  that 
would  pass  for  a  pen  of  pure  White  Plymouth 
Rocks  before  the  most  careful  examination. 

But  the  crowning  glory  of  the  three  years 
experiment  was  the  eight  pullets  and  nine 
cockerels  resulting  from  the  mating  of  those 
four  pure  hens  with  the  three-quarters  bred 
cockerel.  Every  one  of  those  chicks  leas  a 
pure  white  bird.  We  culled  out  three  pullets 
and  three  cockerels  for  minor  defects,  and 
those  remaining  had  the  bright  yellow  legs  and 
beaks,  red  earlobes,  and  good  combs  charac- 
teristic of  well  bred  Rocks,  as  well  as  good 
Plymouth  shape.  The  color  of  these,  how- 
ever, was  not  very  good,  the  feathers  being 
too  full  of  oil  to  show  anything  approaching 
that  chalky  whiteness  so  necessary  in  the 
exhibition  specimen ;  yet  I  believe  that  one  of 
the  pullets  would  have  scored  ninety-two 
honest  points. 

In  case  of  pen  1,  the  male  was  fed  on  raw 
meat  and  raw  eggs,  as  much  as  was  deemed 
expedient,  while  the  females  were  kept  on 
rather  short  rations.  Of  pen  2  the  females 
were  given  the  strongest  feed,  and  the  male 


fed  on  lighter  food.  The  object  of  this  course 
•of  procedure  was  to  strengthen  as  much  as 
possible  the  breeding  of  the  thoroughbred 
side,  and  was  accomplished  by  feeding  the 
males  in  coops  separate  from  the  females. 

Whether  or  not  this  method  had  any  appre- 
ciable influence  in  the  result,  we  had  no  means 
of  ascertaining ;  ljut  we  have  known  of  cases 
in  which  it  has  been  followed  by  an  ett'ect 
apparently  marked.  We  did  not  take  the 
weight  of  these  chicks,  for  they  were  disposed 
of  in  November  to  the  butcher,  as  we  did  not 
wish  any  of  them  to  get  on  the  market  alive, 
and  perhaps  be  sold  again  as  some  of  our  own 
best  breeding  stock. 

The  best  results  came  from  the  pure  hens, 
but  the  comparison  is  rather  unfair,  inasmuch 
as  the  pure  male  used  was  a  cock,  and  was  of 
the  same  blood  as  the  pullets.  It  is  possible, 
(and  some  breeders  would  consider  itprobable 
or  even  sure) ,  that  the  offspring  of  pen  1  might 
have  equaled  that  of  pen  2  had  the  females  of 
that  pen  (1)  been  mated  with  a  cockerel,  and 
that  non-related.  However,  both  sides  of  the 
mating  were  strong  and  vigorous,  and  their 
chicks  prove  that  the  method  is  not  greatly  at 
fault,  even  if  it  be  of  less  value  than  another. 

Then  again,  it  is  customary  with  some  breed- 
ers to  use  a  cock  to  produce  pullets,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  male  side,  being  less 
vigorous  than  it  had  been  in  its  cockerel  days, 
would  have  less  influence  in  the  chicks.  In 
view  of  this  idea,  it  is  again  possible  or  proba- 
ble that  the  female  side  of  pen  1  was  the  most 
potent  in  spite  of  the  feeding  efl'ects;  while  the 
potency  of  the  females  of  pen  1  might  have 
been  increased  by  the  methods  of  feeding. 

We  are  aware  that  most  breeders  of  exhi- 
bition stock  make  a  practice  of  introducing  all 
new  blood  through  the  female  side — and  this 
fact,  taken  with  the  superiority  of  pen  2  over 
pen  1,  in  results  would  indicate  strongly  the 
advisability  of  following  the  same  rule  in  the 
improvement  of  mixed  stock. 

Still,  we  believe  that  the  results  would  be 
just  as  satisfactory  to  the  average  farmer,  and 
the  cost  much  less,  if  the  improvement  should 
be  entirely  through  the  use  of  thoroughbred 
males.  We  see  no  reason  why  any  farmer's 
flock,  whether  large  or  small,  cannot  be  made 
to  yield  just  as  good  results  as  ours  did ;  in 
fact  it  should  be  made  to  yield  more, — for  a 
farmer  with  a  large  flock  would  have  more 
stock  to  work  with ;  and  a  male  to  use  with  a 
dozen  females  costs  no  more  than  one  to  use 
with  four  or  five.  Furthermore,  we  should  be 
glad  to  bet  that  any  man  who  will  carry  on  the 
experiment  faithfully  for  three  years,  will  be 
found  breeding  pure  stock  only  thereafter. 

H.  A.  NouESE. 


Infectious  Diseases  Among  Poultry. 

By  Drs.  Theobald  Smith  and  V.  A.  Moore,  ot  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Washington,  D.  C. 

Important  investigations  have  been  made 
by  Drs.  Smith  and  Moore,  of  the  disease  called 
"  black  head  "  in  turkeys,  diphtheria  in  fowls, 
fowl  cholera  and  hog  cholera,  associated  with 
a  fatal  disease  in  pigeons ;  and  the  importance 
of  the  poultry  industry,  coupled  with  the 
heavy  losses  occasioned  by  disease  among 
fowls,  warrants  a  continuance  of  the  work. 
The  investigation  of  black  head  in  turkeys 
was  commented  upon  in  these  columns  in 
August  1st  number,  and  the  most  important 
part  of  this  bulletin  is  the  "  Preliminary 
investigation  of  diphtheria  in  fowls."  Dr. 
Moore  believes  that  the  so-called  roup,  influ- 
enza, and  sometimes  cholera  are  one  and  the 
same  disease.  In  the  early  stages  the  exuda- 
tions are  mostly  of  a  serous  or  mucous  charac- 
ter, and  fowls  often  die  before  the  real  diph- 
theretic  condition  appears.  The  disease 
usually  runs  a  slow  chronic  course,  from 
which  the  majority  of  the  afflicted  fowls 
recover,  although  it  not  infrequently  runs  a 
rapid  and  fatal  course. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  trouble  can 
probably  be  prevented  by  reasonable  sanitary 
methods;  and  precautions  are  taken  to  quaran- 
tine possibly  att'ected  fowls  which  may  be 
purchased ;  and  the  treatment  advised  con- 
sists largely  in  the  same  sanitary  methods, 
such  as  cleaning  and  disinfecting  the  premises, 
letting  in  sunlight,  giving  the  fowls  plenty  of 
exercise  and  fresh  air,  with  pure  drinking 
water,  dry  quarters,  and  good  food.  Dr. 
Moore  also  advises  removing  the  mucous 
(canker)  in  advanced  stages — and  we  would 
suggest  sprinkling  powdered  chlorate  of 
potash  on  the  aftected  parts  after  the  mucous 
is  removed. 

It  is  startling  to  read  the  claim  that  probably 
diphtheretic  fowls  can  transmit  the  disease  to 
children,  and  vice  versa  —  hence  the  urgent 
need  of  the  greatest  precautions  to  isolate  and 
stamp  out  the  disease;  or,  better  still  "pre- 
vent" its  getting  a  start. 
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OULTRY 
SUPPLIES. 

Send  for  catalogue.  It  contains  a  description  of 
everythiutrtliat  is  needed  in  the  poultry  business, with 
price,— and  it  also  tells  all  about  my  prize 

BUFF  COCHINS, 
LT. 


It  is  FEEE. 

w. 

Walnut  Hills, 


B.  LANGSHANS. 


BYARD, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio, 


ELBRIDGE  C.  COMEY, 

Originator  and  Breeder 

of  the  celebrated 

"DUKE  of  YORK" 


Li 


STRAIN  OF 

UNEQUALED  for  their  great  SIZE,  grand 
SHAPE,  superb  COLOR,  fine  COMB,  profuse 
MIDDLE  TOE  FEATHERING,  and  superior 
LAYING  QUALITIES. 

The  "  DUKE  of  YORK"  LIGHT  BRAHMAS,  are 
the  result  of  careful  study  in  niatiiif;  for  Finest 
Points,  without  detriment  to  Utility,  They  have 
been  breed  continuously  since  1863,  regardless  of 
Labor  or  Expense,  upon  Farms,  allowing  free 
range,  and  are  a  Vigorous,  Prolific  strain,  possess- 
ing Perfect  Brahma  Character,  according  to  the 
"Standard  ot  Perfection." 

They  have  Won  a  large  number  of  the  Highest 
Prizes  yearly  at  the  Prominent  Exhibitions 
in  United  States  and  Canada,  in  the  hands  of 
ray  customers.  *~ 
FIRST-CLASS  Birds  for  sale  at  reasonable 
rices.  SPECIAL  KATES  made  those  wanting 
argu  numbers.  PARTICULAR  ATTENTION 
given  to  mating  for  best  results  in  breeding,  according 
to  Points  and  Pedigree. 

O  From  .SELECTED  MATINGS 
XlVTUrO  of  EXHIBITION  BIRDS,  at 
S3.00  per  sitting  of  13  Eggs  ;  S5.00  for  2  sit- 
tings ;  S7.00  for  3  sittings ;  SIO.OO  for  5  Bit- 
tings,  carefully  packed  and  delivered  to  Ex- 
press in  BOSTON. 

NO  CIRCULARS.     WRITE  FOR  WANTS. 

20  Granite  St.,  SOMEKVILLEiMass. 

THE  BERLIN  IRON  BRIBGE  CO., 

OF  3EAST  BERLIN,  CONN., 

 Can  sell  you  

A  Good  Iron 

Or  Steel  Roof 

At  2  3-4c.  per  Square  Foot. 

Write  for  iiarticii);irs. 


DISHES  ?f 

No  need  of  it.   The  Faultless 
Quaker  wiJl  do  it  for  you  and 
save  time,  hands,  dishes^  money, 
and  patience;no 
scalded  bands, 
broken  or  chip- 
ped dishes,  no 
muss.  Washes, 
rinces,  dries  and 

Solishes  quickly, 
[ade  of  best  ma- 
terial, lasts  a  life- 
time. Sellatsight. 
Agents,  women  or 
men  of  honor  de- 
_^siring  employ- 
0^  mentmaybavea 
paying  business 
by  writing  now 
circulars  and  terms  to  agents, 

NOVELTY  CO.,  Saiem.O. 


for  descriptive 

^The  QUAKER 


Coburn's 


Are  well  marked,  large,  vigorous  and  healthy.  Bar- 
gains in  choice  cockerels  and  pullets.  Also  u  few  Lt. 
Brahma  cockerels.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Circu- 
lar free,  F.  A.  P.  COBUKN, 

59  Stevens  St.,  Lowell,  Mass. 
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We  Saw  Some  Good  Stock. 

By  Mr.  Huxter. 

The  writer  is  favorably  situated  for  reaoliinj; 
poultrymen  living  norther  west  of  Boston, 
auil  started  out  the  other  moruing  to  "  speml 
the  clay  "  visiting  some  of  them,  with  a  view 
to  getting  an  idea  of  how  things  were  workiug 
with  them. 

A  half  hour  ride  in  an  electric  car  brought 
us  to  South  Kramiugham,  where  we  boardcil 
the  train  that  brought  us  in  a  few  minutes  to 
Marlboro,  where  we  surprised  3Ir.  Duston  l)y 
walking,  unheralded,  into  his  office.  "  Want 
to  see  my  stock,  do  you?"  said  Mr.  D.  cheer- 
ily, in  answer  to  our  question.  "  All  right ; 
we're  open  to  visitors  every  day  but  Sunday; 
wait  two  minutes  and  I'll  go  with  you."  This 
was  an  unexpected  treat,  and  as  Mr.  Duston 
is  "  good  company,"'  we  gladly  waited  till  he 
finished  the  work  in  hand.  A  ten  minutes 
walk  brought  us  to  "  Kose  Lawn,"  and  as  our 
eye  lighted  on  the  door  of  the  new  incubator 
cellar,  to  which  the  liuishiug  touches  were  just 
being  put,  we  turned  in  there  at  once.  This 
cellar  is  close  alongside  the  house-cellar,  with 
an  entrance  from  near  the  brooder  house  door, 
and  another  from  the  house  cellar — a  door- 
way having  been  cut  through  the  cellar  wall. 
It  is  planned  for  eight  600-egg  incubators ;  and 
three  new  GO(>-egg  "Plymouths"  had  just 
been  uncrated  and  set  upon  the  benches, 
ready  for  operating.  The  cellar  is  most  sub- 
stantially built,  with  mortared  walls  all 
around ;  the  flat  roof  covered  with  matched- 
plank  and  then  concrete,  with  loam  covered 
by  green  turf  above  that.  The  floor  is 
cemented,  and  a  row  of  iron  pillars  along  the 
centre  help  sustain  the  roof.  Mr.  Duston  told 
us  it  was  his  intention  to  breed  aImo^t  wholly 
White  Wyandottes  this  season,  and  he  will 
have  about  three  hundred  head  of  that  variety 
to  breed  from.  He  says  the  "  call  "  this  year 
has  been  almost  wholly  for  white  stock  —  and 
he  could  have  sold  two  thousand  pullets  if  he 
had  had  them.  A  walk  through  the  houses 
showed  the  birds  busily  at  work,  kicking  over 
the  scratching  litter,  or  jumping  for  bites  of 
cabbage  from  the  heads  hanging  from  the  roof. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  walk  through  well- 
appointed  and  carefully  cared-for  poultry 
houses  like  Mr.  Duston's.  Everything  seems 
to  be  done  with  clock-work  regularity,  every- 
thing is  done  right,  and  the  birds  look  so 
contented  and  happy,  are  working  and  singing 
so  cheerily,  one  sees  at  a  glance  that  this  is 
a  poultry  business  that  pays. 

The  12.01  train  took  us  to  Marlboro  Junc- 
tion, and  the  12.10  train  from  there  soon  landed 
us  in  Clinton,  where  Mr.  Latham's  hearty 
hand  shake  welcomed  us.  It  was  unani- 
mously voted  that  \\xnvh  at  a  cafe  near  liy 
would  be  the  best  thing;  and  after  that  duty 
was  attended  to  we  drove  oil'  to  Lancaster. 
Mr.  Latham  has  moved  his  poultry  plant  from 
its  former  damp  location  on  the  hillside  in 
rear  of  his  dwelling  house,  to  a  field  a  few 
rods  down  street,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street,  adjoining  the  home  of  his  brother- 
in-law.  The  new  location  is  on  dry,  sandy 
land,  sloping  gently  to  the  south,  and  comes 
about  as  near  being  an  ideal  location  for  poul- 
try buildings  as  one  could  find  in  cold  Xew 
Kngland. 

It  is  our  intention  to  give  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  Mr.  Latham's  new  poultry  house,  etc., 
in  the  next  number,  accompanied  by  illustra- 
tions; hence  will  only  stop  now  to  speak  of 
the  ten  pens  of  fine  Haired  Uocks  which  are 
happy  and  busy  in  their  new  home.  Mr. 
Latham  has  been  "  sayiu"  uutlin"  this  summer 
and  fall,  he  having  been  working  "  like  a 
beaver"  on  the  new  buildings;  but  he  has 
found  time  to  raise  several  hundred  superb 
chickens,  giving  him  pullets  to  stock  the 
new  hou.se  and  some  to  spare  —  and  a  lot  of 
cockerels  which  it  wouldn't  be  easy  to  out- 
<'lass.  Both  as  show  birds  or  breeders  these 
cockerels  will  make  their  mark. 

The  horse's  head  was  turned  up  street  again, 
and  a  few  minutes  drive  brought  us  to  Mr. 
Hawkins'  farm,  where  we  found  that  gentle- 
man surrounded  by  coops  he  was  getting  ready 
to  ship  oil"  liirtls  in,  that  being  about  all  he 
could  do  now;  "the  orders  were  coming  so 
fast  he  hadn't  time  to  eat  and  sleep,  hardly." 
Mr.  Hawkins  reports  a  phenomenally  great 
demand  for  the  white  birds  —  White  AVyan- 
dottes  and  AVhite  P.  Rocks,  and  says  "  the 
whites  seem  to  be  having  a  tremendous  boom 
this  vear." 


The  birds  he  had  shown  at  the  Live  Stock 
show  in  New  York  were  there,  and  seemed  to 
be  enjoying  themselves  after  their  confinement 
in  show  coops;  but  the  good  stock  there  at 
home  was  "  rather  scarcej"  as  Mr.  Hawkins 
said.  "  I'll  have  to  t;ike  you  up  to  my  broth- 
er's farm  to  show  you  something  really  good,'' 
he  said.  "  I  have  to  put  it  off  up  there  if  I 
want  to  keep  it  to  breed  from.  If  it  is  left 
around  here  some  one  is  almost  sure  to  get  it 
away  from  me  I "  A  quarter-mile  drive 
brought  us  to  the  brother's  farm,  and  there 
we  spent  half  an  hour  looking  over  the  cock- 
erel matings  of  this  famous  P.  Rock  breeder,  a 
half  hour  which,  gave  us  much  pleasure,  even 
though  we  couldn't  but  see  that  the  droppings 
boards  hadn't  been  cleaned  off  in  a  week  I 

Mr.  Hawkins  invited  us  over  to  another 
farm,  just  Iieyond,  where  were  some  superb 
White  Wyandotte  females  in  the  pen  of  Miss 
De  L.,  (formerly  of  West  Boylston),  and  then 
the  approaching  evening  warned  us  that  it  was 
train  time,  and  we  "  pulled  out"  for  home. 

Such  an  outing  as  we  have  here  briefly 
chronicled  is  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  in  a 
busv  editor's  life. 


That  Homceopathic  Dilution. 

Written  for  Farm-Poultuy. 

I  was  much  interested  in  W.  G.  P.'s  article, 
'•  A  Remedy  for  Soft-shelled  Eggs,"  in  the 
December  15th  issue  of  Farm-Poultky. 

L'stilago  is  a  remedy  that  I  have  not  used  in 
my  experiments  on  fowls ;  but  from  the  prov- 
ings,  I  should  judge  that  it  ought  to  be  of 
benefit  in  such  ca.ses  as  described  by  W.  G.  P. 

I  do  not  wish  to  occupy  these  columns  with 
a  discussion  on  the  relative  values  of  potencies, 
as  the  subject  will  not  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers.  I  should  like  to  ask,  however.  If  W. 
G.  P.  is  sure  that  what  he  used  was  the 
"  sixtieth  dilution." 

From  his  clear  description  of  his  case,  it 
would  seem  as  if  the  remedy  did  act,"  but  it 
is  also  verj' probable  that  the  same  phenomena 
might  have  been  witnessed  if  no  medicine  had 
been  given. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  homoeopathic 
physicians  of  the  present  time  has  proved  con- 
clusively that,  above  the  twenty-fourth  dilu- 
tion, no  trace  of  the  original  drug  can  be  found, 
chemically  or  otherwise. 

It  seems  to  me  that  giving  "  two  or  three 
drops  of  the  sixtieth  "  in  the  drinking  water, 
would  be  much  like  putting  a  few  drops  of 
some  tincture  in  at  the  source  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  looking  for  the  medicinal  ettect  in  the 
waters  at  New  Orleans.  I  do  not  want  W.  G. 
P.  or  any  one  else  to  think  that  I  have  ridiculed 
his  statement.  I  am  always  glad  to  find  some 
one  enough  interested  to  experiment  with 
homieopathic  remedies  on  their  fowls. 

In  using  the  remedies  myself  I  use  largely 
the  lower  dilutions.  The  readers  need  not  be 
afraid  of  getting  bad  results  from  the  3x. 
If  they  follow  the  instructions  given  in  Farm- 
Poultry,  I  am  sure  they  will  come  out  all 
right.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  indiscriminate 
dosing  of  fowls;  and  it  is  oftentimes  cheaper 
to  kill  a  bird  than  to  dose  it.  There  are,  how- 
ever, many  cases  where  a  little  judicious  appli- 
cation of  a  remedy  will  save  a  valuable  bird  or 
prevent  disease  from  appearing  in  the  flock. 
If  you  are  going  to  give  a  remedy,  however, 
do  be  sure  to  use  a  dilution  that  you  know- 
contains  a  percentage  of  the  drug.  The  third 
dilution  (3x.)  means  that  there  is  about  one 
part  of  the  drug  in  a  thousand  parts  of  the 
menstruum,  which  is  usually  alcohol  or  dis- 
tilleil  water. 

I  should  like  to  hear  of  experiments  with 
homuopathic  remedies  on  fowls  ma<ie  by 
other  readers  of  Far:m-Poultuy. 

Dr.  Woohs. 

Salem,  Mass.,  Dec.  18th. 


A  Ten-Acre  Farm. 


The  Oltio  Poultry  Jotirnal,  in  recommend- 
ing the  uniting  of  poultry  raising  and  fruit 
culture  on  a  ten  acre  tract,  says  :  "  A  profitable 
suli-divisiou  for  such  a  small  farm  w  ould  be, 
four  acres  planted  to  orchard  and  inclosed  as 
a  permanent  poultry  yard  ;  two  acres  devoted 
to  strawberries,  raspberries,  blackberries ;  two 
acres  devoted  to  general  gardening,  proper 
buildings,  etc. ;  two  acres  in  well  kept  horse 
and  cow  pasture,  which  should  be  divided 
into  two  lots,  which  could  be  grazed  alter- 
natelv.'' 


Another  Object  Tjesaon. 
By  Mr.  Hunter. 

We  have  more  than  once  spoken  of  the  mis- 
take made  by  amateurs  in  buying  cheap  eggs, 
"eggs  for  incubators,''  with  the  expectation 
that  they  are  going  to  hatch  good  chicks  from 
those  eggs,  chicks  from  which  good  breeding 
stock  can  be  rai-sed.  In  Fak.m-Poultky  for 
November,  '93,  we  wrote : 

The  call  for  incubator  eggs,  or  eggs  by  the 
hundred,  was  surprisingly'  great  last  winter 
and  spring,  and  the  inquiries  coming  thus 
early  indicate  that  the  call  will  be  still  greater 
next  season.  This  is  not  strange  when  it  is 
known  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this  call 
is  for  eggs  for  hatching  good  stock  from,  and 
comes  from  amateurs  who  argue  that  it  is  bet- 
ter economy  to  buy  one  hundred  eggs  at  $6, 
(the  customary  price  for  incubator  eggs),  than 
buy  two  or  three  sittings  for  S5 ;  and  it  would 
be  if  they  got  the  same  quality  of  eggs,  eggs 
from  the  same  stock.  This,  however,  is  not 
the  case,  generally  speaking.  In  going  about 
among  poultry  raisers  it  is  very  common  to 
see,  in  a  flock  of  pullets,  for  example,  one  with 
slightly  feathered  shanks,  a  wry  tail,  crooked 
(or  defective)  comb,  two  or  three  oft-colored 
feathers  or  some  such  defect — and  such  birds 
are  "  culls."  "  They'll  do  to  mate  up  to  raise 
broilers  from  and  sell  eggs  for  incultators  in 
the  winter  and  spring,"  says  the  poultryman, 
and  it  is  well  understood  by  the  expenenceil 
that  incubator  eggs,  eggs  by  the  hun<lred,  are 
from  pens  of  culls,  or  "seconds,''  and  not  from 
the  regular  breeding  stock  at  all. 

There  is  a  great  and  important  truth  in  that 
paragraph,  the  painful  side  of  which  was  forci- 
bly brought  home  to  us  a  few  days  ago  when 
we  went  to  visit  a  young  gentleman  who  asked 
us  to  "  come  out  and  look  over  his  stock,  and 
advise  him  about  mating  up  his  pens  for  breed- 
ing, as  he  wanted  to  advertise  eggs  for  hatch- 
ing next  spring."  He  wrote  that  he  had  some 
four  hundred  to  select  from,  and  that  he 
thought  he  ought  to  get  something  pretty  good 
out  of  that  number. 

It  took  but  a  glance  through  the  pens  to 
show  that  our  friend  was  woefully  mistaken. 
Of  the  Barred  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
there  wasn't  a  single  good  breeding  bird — not 
one.  We  went  carefully  through  the  pens  of 
Wyandottes  to  see  if  we  couldn't  find  a  dozen, 
possibly,  that  were  fit  to  breed  from — and  our 
most  astute  search  revealed  but  ten  that  were 
"passable,"  and  they  were  by  no  means  "  fair  " 
birds.  The  Rocks  were  even  worse — plumage 
nearly  black,  legs  and  beaks  black,  white  lobes, 
combs  all  at  fault,  etc. ;  but  the  Wyandottes 
will  serve  us  best  as  an  example.  Our  friend 
had  bought  "cheap"  eggs,  by  the  hundred, 
and  the  chickens  were  invariably  culls.  The 
stock  which  produced  the  eggs  must  hr  e  had 
a  strong  infusion  of  Leghorn  blood.  So  much 
white  in  ear  lobes,  white  beaks  and  legs,  small 
size,  with  generally  "  Leghorn  shape  and  car- 
riage,'' strongly  pointed  to  that  conclusion — 
and  if  we  got  a  pullet  with  fairly  yellow  legs  and 
some  imitation  of  Wyandotte  size  and  shape,  we 
would  find  the  tell-tale  white  lobes  and  beaks 
to  knock  her  out — and  we  were  obliged  to  tell 
our  friend  that  he  hadn't  a  bird  worth  breed- 
ing. Now,  just  look  at  his  situation.  He 
bought  eggs  cheap,  and  he  got  "  cheap  ''  eggs; 
and  his  stock  is  "  cheap."  "  The  sins  of  the 
fathers  are  visited  upon  the  children,"  and  the 
offspring  of  such  stock  can  only  be  "  cheap," 
and  so  on  indefinitely. 

It  is  an  axiom  that  you  cannot  make  some- 
thing out  of  nothing;  and  it  is  time  that  the 
"  beginners ''  should  understand  that  they  can- 
not buy  cheap  eggs,  "  incubator  eggs,"'  and 
raise  good  stock  from  them.  "'  Like  begets 
like,"  is  one  of  the  oldest  maxims  of  the 
breeding  world;  and  eggs  from  scrubs  and 
culls  beget  scrubs  and  culls  every  time.  How 
much  better  for  our  friend  if  he  had  bought  a 
pen  of  good  birds,  of  a  responsible  breeder,  as 
Mr.  Ryder  did  (see  page  370,  December  1st 
F.-P.)  and  then  he  would  have  had  something 
for  a  foundation.  As  it  is,  he  has  lost  the 
entire  year,  and  lost  heart  as  well.  He  is  out 
of  pocket  lioth  time  and  money,  and  is  just 
where  he  was  a  year  ago. 

There  is  urgent  need  of  a  better underst.nnd- 
ing  upon  the  subject  of  eggs  by  the  hundred, 
of  •■'  incubator  eggs."  They  are  all  right  in 
their  place,  which  is  to  raise  market  chickens 
from ;  but  when  one  buys  them  expecting  to 
get  sonic  fairly  good  breeding  stivk  frimi  them 
he  is  taking  the  longest,  hardest  and  coglJi<  st 
road  to  success.  The  best  is  the  cheapest " 
in  the  end  ;  but  it  is  very  difticult  for  some  to 
learn  that  fact. 

It  is  said  that  the  number  of  eggs  annuallv 
imported  into  Great  Britaiii"  exceeiU 
uOlt.lHHIjOOO. 


DOCTOR. 


ENGLISH 


Remedy 

for  Coughs,  Colds, 
and  Consumption 

is  beyond  question  the  greitert  of  ill 
modem  medicines.  It  will  stop  a. 
Cough  in  one  night,  check  a  coid  in 
a  day,  prevent  Croup,  relieve  Asthma, 
and  cure  Consumption  if  taken  in 
time.  "You  can't  afford  to  be  with- 
out it."  A  25c.  bottle  may  save  your 
life  I  Ask  your  druggist  for  it  Send 
for  pamphlet  If  the  little  ones  have 
Croup  or  Whooping  Cough 
use  it  promptly.    //  is  sure  to  cure. 

Three  Sizes — 25c.,  5»c.  and  Ji.  All  Drof  ti^ti. 

ACKER  MEBICIXB  CO., 

16  &  -8  Clambers  St.,  .V.  K. 


Everything  in  Poultry  Supplies 

Including 
CrT  CLOVER  HAT, 
KVST'S  EGG  PKODCCEK, 
HAVEN'.S  KOCP  PILLS,  etc. 
SHEKIDA>''S  CONDITIOX  POITDEK, 

S-lb.  can.  81.00. 
LAMBERT'S  "DEATH  TO  LICE," 
A  sure  thinp. 
35e.,  SOc,  and  81.00. 
Illustrated  price  list  free. 

QARGENT 

03  Main  St., 

BROCKTON, 

MASS. 


UARTEK  OFCENTl  KY  OLD, 


'S  MANILLA^ 

ROOHMG. 


No  RI  ST  nor  RATTLE.   C>--:\--'is  tin  cr 
A  Durable  .^-nbstiiute  lor  Plaster  on  wallM. 
Water  I'roof  ^»h^■atbing  of  t.-jce  materiij.  the 
best  and  cheapest  in  tiie  market.  \Vr:te  for  t^mriie«,4c 
Thei  A\  JIA.MLLA  HOOi  1>U  i  O.,  {.XHDUi^j'. 

DUSTON  SAYS 

be  has  no  more  females  to  spare.  I  (have  SO  or  more 

Barred  P.  Rock  Pullets 

to  Sparc:  ;il?o  a  fi  w 

"Early  Laying"  Lt.  Brahnas. 

stock  Right!  Prices  Right  I 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

 South  Natick,  Mas8. 

"MBirLisniBiaias 

I  breed  tlie  finest  Id  tLe  world ;  17  %-ear5  ej^pcrience. 
Circulars  free. 

E.  H.  rPSOX,  ITiliiiot.  Ind. 
giiuuiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiitiiutniinuiiiiuiiiiituint 


1  21  STYLES, 

I  BEST  and  CHEAPEST.  = 

3  C.iralo^ue  anit  fnl[  tr.'sv,>.^  .^n  >praTinc  frz-t  S 
Z  and  veKetablo  crotn?  mailed  lr»n'.    Adilrvs*s  S 

I         WM.  STAHL,        QUINCY.  ILL.  s 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiininiuuiiiifniiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininiiiiiiiiuiiitiniini^ 

W.  H.  FORDHAM,  Speonk,  N.  Y. 

r-KFKliFt?  oy 
WHITE  WVANHOTTKS. 

1U..ACK  I.ANC.SH  AXS. 
PEKIX  m  CKS  and 

KEH;i.\N  H.U?ES. 

Kjnrs  for  hatcliln?  in 
■W  vandoiles  $a  for      Si:.  1  >r  ;*>.  '       -      ■     for  IS: 
for  J6.  rVkin  Huoks  Jt.V'  f.  r  '  - 

My  stix-k  Is  frwm  some  of  !  la  this 

ci^untrv,  and  ciixmntt^-^l  i.'  1 .  -i  ctrrv 

t«w<-t.  A  fcwoH-kprx-ls.  SSt.>  >  .  ,  \  tine  pair 
of  Belgian  Hatvs  old  cuousli  to  brvwl.  prlct;  t.Sk 
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White  Wonders  and  OUed  Muslin. 

Written  for  Farm-Poultry. 

I  have  noticed  Mr.  I.  K.  Felch's  article  in 
which  he  advocates  the  removal  of  the  feath- 
ers from  the  legs  of  AVhite  Wonders,  and  also 
the  point  made  by  a  correspondent  in  Farm- 
Poultry  to  the  effect  that  a  feathered  leg  car- 
ries with  it  a  heavier  plumage  than  a  clean  leg. 

As  to  the  last  point,  I  cannot  say  except  in 
my  own  case,  for  I  have  failed  to  notice  any 
difference  in  density  of  plumage  between  the 
White  Wonder  and  the  White  Wyandotte,  and 
I  raise  both  varieties.  This  might  not  be  the 
case  in  a  colder  climate ;  yet  I  do  not  lay  much 
stress  on  heavy  feathering,  for  the  central 
part  (old  Monmouth)  of  New  Jersey.  I 
always  place  the  lighter  feathered  varieties 
in  the  warmest  houses,  and  cannot  see  that  the 
heavily  feathered  varieties  lay  any  more  eggs 
in  cold  weatherthan  the  Mediterranean  classes 
— but  as  I  said  before,  it  may  be  different  in  a 
colder  climate.  It  isn't  very  hot  down  here  in 
winter,  either. 

It  seems  proper  to  contrast  the  White  Won- 
ders with  the  White  Wyandottes,  for  they  are 
very  much  alike.  The  Wonders  are  a  little 
larger,  or  about  the  size  of  Tlymouth  Rocks. 
I  have  noticed  that  the  cockerels  seem  to 
mature  earlier  than  the  pullets,  even  earlier 
than  the  Wyandotte  cockerels.  In  their 
maturing  they  remind  me  of  the  Games.  The 
cockerels  seem  to  grow  away  from  the  pullets, 
and  yet  the  pullets  usually  commence  to  lay  a 
little  before  the  Wyandotte  pullets.  1  admire 
both  breeds,  and  I  expect  to  see  the  Wonders 
equal  the  Wyandottes  in  ijopularity.  I  wonder 
when? 

As  to  removing  the  feathers  from  the  legs,  I 
wouldn't  have  it  done  for  anything.  I  like 
feathered  legs — if  a  feathered  leg  variety — and 
plenty  on  them.  I  can  get  them  to  hustle  just 
the  .same  as  though  they  were  clean  legs.  If 
the  feathers  are  thick  they  can  wear  them 
down  by  constant  scratching;  and  during 
damp  days  I  can  give  them  plenty  of  work 
inside,  so  they  won't  get  their  clothes  dirty — 
and  as  chicks  I  find  both  breeds  equally  hardy 
providing  both  parents  have  the  same  hand- 
ling. 

If  the  feathers  were  removed  we  would  soon 
have  nothing  but  Wyandottes,  for  the  older 
breed  would  swallow  up  the  newer,  and 
unprincipled  breeders  would  soon  be  filling 
orders  for  Wonder  and  Wyandotte  eggs  out  of 
the  same  pen.  True  the  Wonder  is  a  little 
larger,  and  is  supposed  to  have  a  little  longer 
back;  possibly  a  little  more  tail;  but  how 
many  birds  come  up  to  the  ideal?  The  best 
judges  in  the  country  could  not  tell  a  Wonder 
from  a  Wyandotte  if  the  former  had  smooth 
legs,  unless  it  followed  the  ideal  closely. 

I  believe  every  breed  should  stand  or  fall  on 
Its  merits — and  to  remove  the  feathered  legs, 
as  Mr.  Felch  suggests,  would  not  bring  them 
into  direct  opposition  to  the  Wyandottes.  It 
would  simply  sink  them  into  oblivion  (my 
opinion).  The  Wyandottes  have  a  strong  hold 
on  the  people — and  another  cousin,  having  a 
little  different  shape,  would  not  stand  much 
chance. 

I  believe  the  Wonders  will  grow  in  popu- 
larity if  undisturbed,  for  while  they  do  not 
offer  anything  better  than  some  other  varieties 
(all  the  medium  weights  are  very  much  alike 
as  to  market  qualities) ,  yet  when  they  (or  any 
breed)  take  hold  of  our  heart  strings  we  will 
look  upon  them  as  something  desirable. 

I  have  been  using  oiled  muslin  for  windows 
in  my  old  brooder  house  for  some  six  or  more 
years.  It  has  a  sloping  front,  and  therefore 
the  windows  are  exposed  much  more  than 
they  would  be  if  the  front  was  perpendicular. 
I  find  it  necessary  to  replace  the  muslin  each 
year.  It  is  not  only  bothersome  but  expensive 
in  the  long  run.  I  coat  the  muslin  (after 
being  tacked  on  the  frame)  with  boiled  linseed 
oil.  If  the  front  was  perpendicular  these 
windows  would  last  several  years ;  but  as  it  is 
they  do  not.  Can  someone  give  me  a  recipe  for 
coating  the  muslin  so  that  it  will  last  longer, 
and  yet  not  turn  dark?  Muslin  thus  treated 
and  exposed  will  turn  nearly  black  in  two 
years,  and  thus  darken  the  house.  I  have  been 
thinking  of  raising  this  front  and  placing  in 
glass  windows,  but,  as  yet,  have  not  done  it. 
I  prefer  glass  for  small  chicks,  but  it  makes 
little  difference  to  older  ones,  for  on  all  pleas- 
ant days  the  windows  arp  raised,  thus  afford- 
ing sunlight  and  fresh  air — both  of  which  are 
necessary. 


Boiled  oil  is  the  best  thing  I  have  tried, 
and  yet  it  will  soon  weaken  the  muslin,  thus 
making  it  liable  to  tear  easily. 

Glendola,  N.  J.  R.  W.  Davison. 


A  Word  to  "  Hen  Cranks." 

AVritten  for  Farm-Poultrv. 

According  to  popular  authority,  to  be  a 
"  crank,"  one  simply  becomes  interested  to  a 
certain  degree  in  a  certain  branch  of  business 
or  science — ergo — a  "  hen  crank  "  would  be 
any  person  interested  in  hens. 

One  of  my  friends  is  quite  "  touchy  "  about 
being  called  a  "  hen  crank."  Perhaps  "  there 
are  others,"  and  a  little  history  of  hen  cranks, 
assuming  the  above  definition  to  be  correct, 
may  not  be  out  of  place. 

I  haven't  any  authority  for  the  statement, 
but  I  believe  that  Adam  was  the  first  hen 
crank. 

Aristotle,  that  wonderful  scientist  and  phy- 
sician of  his  day,  over  330  years  B.  C,  devoted 
part  of  his  time  to  poultry ;  and  in  one  of  his 
books  has  much  to  say  about  the  scientific  rear- 
ing of  chickens. 

Columella,  bom  at  Cadiz  during  the  first  cen- 
tury A.  D.,  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  agri- 
culture, and  rearing  domestic  animals.  Bis 
writings  on  poultry  have  been  quoted  by  many 
writers  on  the  subject  of  the  present  day. 

Pliny,  the  naturalist,  born  at  Como  in  the 
year  23  A.  D.,  was  another  "  hen  crank." 

To  the  experiments  of  M.  Reaumur,  who 
belongs  to  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth 
and  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
we  are  indebted  for  many  of  the  facts  concern- 
ing the  feeding  and  management  of  poultry, 
which  we  make  use  of  to-day. 

It  would  require  too  much  space  to  men- 
tion all  the  noted  men  and  women  who 
have  been  interested  in  domestic  fowl.  I 
will  only  mention  three  others  better  known 
to  modern  times.  Walter  B.  Dickson,  in  1835, 
published  in  London  a  valuable  book  "  On  the 
Management  of  Poultry."  Our  own  Dr.  John 
C.  Bennett,  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  the  originator 
of  the  Plymouth  Rock  fowl,  published  at  Bos- 
ton in  1850  one  of  the  most  complete  poultry 
books  in  existence. 

Queen  Victoria,  of  England,  is  a  poultry 
fancier  of  no  mean  degree;  and  it  was  her 
importation  of  Cochin  China  fowl  that  caused 
the  remarkable  epidemic  of  "  hen  fever  "  that 
overran  all  England  in  the  'forties. 

The  hen  fever  seems  to  have  attacked  young 
and  old,  rich  and  poor  alike,  sparing  none. 

L.  Wright  in  the  "Practical  Poultry  Keeper," 
published  in  England  in  1867,  says  : 

"No  other  breed  of  poultry  has  ever  attracted 
equal  attention,  or  maintained  such  high  prices 
for  such  a  length  of  time ;  and  the  celebrated 
poultry  mania,  which  was  mainly  caused  by 
its  introduction,  will  always  be  remembered 
as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  of 
modern  times.  To  account  in  some  measure 
for  this,  it  should  be  remembered  that  uo 
similar  fowls  had  ever  been  known  in  Europe; 
and  therefore  when  Cochins  were  first  exhib- 
ited, it  was  natural  that  their  gigantic  size, 
gentle  disposition,  prolificacy,  and  the  ease 
with  which  they  could  be  kept  in  confinement, 
should  rapidly  make  them  favorites  with  the 
public.  But  the  extent  to  which  the  passion 
for  them  would  grow  no  one  certainly  could 
have  foreseen.  A  hundred  guineas  has  repeat- 
edly been  paid  for  a  single  cock,  and  was  not 
at  all  an  uncommon  price  for  fi  pen  of  really 
fine  birds.  Men  became  mad  for  Cochins,  and 
spent  small  fortunes  in  procuring  them;  and 
all  England,  from  north  to  south,  seemed  given 
over  to  a  universal  '  hen  fever,'  as  it  was 
humorously  termed." 

The  "hen  fever"  burns  fiercely  with  us 
to-day,  and  you  have  only  to  glance  at  the 
breeders' columns  to  see  what  a  vast  number 
have  had  the  breath  of  contagion  wafted  to 
them,  not  alone  for  Cochins,  but  all  varieties. 
The  peculiarity  of  this  fever  is  that  those 
attacked  seldom  recover,  but  at  the  same  time 
thrive,  and  are  prosperous  and  happy.  The 
hen  fever  is  evidently  wholesome;  it  breeds 
the  "  hen  crank."  Don't  be  ashamed  to  be 
one;  our  betters  have  been  before  us. 

Salem,  Mass.,  Dec.  7,  '9.5.       Dr.  Woods. 

Light  Brahmas  are  king  pins  as  roasting 
fowls,  and  first  class  for  broiler  purposes.  If 
care  is  taken  in  feeding,  and  the  fowls  are 
compelled  to  exercise,  they  also  prove  them- 
selves to  be  good  winter  layers.  Can  more  be 
expected  of  any  breed  ? 


The  Crow  and  the  Drake. 

A  duck  with  a  brood  of  ducklings  was  walk- 
ing along  the  edge  of  Hankins'  pond,  near 
Pleasant  Mount,  Pa.,' recently,  when  one  of  a 
fiock  of  crows  that  were  hanging  about  the 
spotlit  on  the  ground  near  the  ducks,  and 
pecked  and  strutted  to  and  fro,  in  her  indifler- 
ent  sort  of  way,  as  though  not  noticing  the 
presence  of  the  ducks,  but  all  the  time  draw- 
ing closer  and  closer  to  them.  Finally  the 
crow  made  a  sudden  movement,  captured  a 
duckling,  and  flew  away  with  it,  greeted  by  a 
loud  chorus  of  congratulatory  caws  from  its 
companions,  who  had  been  perched  in  a  tree 
not  far  away,  as  quiet  as  mice.  There  was 
great  commotion  in  the  duck  family  over  the 
loss  of  one  of  its  members,  and  the  old  duck's 
drake,  which  had  been  swimming  in  the  pond 
near  by,  hurried  to  her  and  quacked  his  con- 
dolence. 

After  a  few  minutes  another  crow,  probably 
envious  of  the  success  of  its  fellow  in  securing 
so  delicious  a  meal  so  neatly,  dropped  down 
on  the  ground  and  began  a  system  of  similar 
mana-uvres.  The  cawing  of  the  crow's  ceased 
instantly,  and  the  eyes  of  the  flock  were  evi- 
dently fixed  on  their  scheming  companion, 
watching  the  result  of  his  wiles.  A  farmer, 
who  had  been  an  eye  witness  of  the  first  per- 
formance, now  thought  it  strange  and  stupid 
on  the  part  of  the  old  ducks,  after  their  expe- 
rience, that  they  did  not  take  their  little  ones 
in  the  water,  where  they  could  protect  them 
better.  But  he  did  not  interfere,  being  curious 
to  see  what  success  the  second  crow  would 
have.  He  soon  discovered  that  the  ducks  had 
longer  heads  than  he  gave  them  credit  for. 
The  crow  pecked  and  sidled  along  until  it  was 
quite  near  the  ducks,  when  it  darted  forward 
to  seize  a  duckling.  But  the  drake  had  its  eye 
on  the  marauder,  and  before  the  crow  had  the 
duckling  the  drake  had  the  crow.  It  seized 
the  black  robber  by  one  leg,  and  in  spite  of  the 
hitter's  yells  and  fluttering,  plunged  in  the 
pond  with  it.  The  drake  swam  a  few  feet, 
and  then  dove  with  his  prisoner. 

The  capture  of  the  crow  filled  the  flock  of 
crows  with  alarm,  and  they  arose  in  a  body 
and  circled  about  with  deafening  cries.  The 
sudden  disappearance  of  their  comrade  beneath 
the  water  aroused  all  their  suspicious  nature, 
and  they  flew  rapidly  away.  The  dj'ake 
remained  below  for  an  extraordinary  long 
time,  and  when  it  came  to  the  surface  the  crow 
was  not  with  it.  It  appeared  soon  after\vard. 
It  was  as  dead  as  a  stone,  the  revenging  drake 
having  drowned  it.  The  drake  swam  back  to 
its  mate  and  family,  and  a  loud  quacking  of 
congratulations  followed,  after  which  the 
whole  family  launched  themselves  in  the  water 
for  a  triumphal  swim. —  Neio  York  Sun. 


A  Model  Letter. 

We  were  chatting  with  a  visitor  a  few  days 
ago  as  we  were  opening  and  reading  the  letters 
in  the  morning  mail,  and  the  conversation 
turned  upon  letters  from  customers,  and  the 
unsatisfactoriness  of  many  of  these  letters. 
"Here  is  one  which  is  just  exactly  right,''  we 
said — and  as  the  visitor,  a  breeder  of  much 
experience,  agreed  with  us  in  commending  it, 
we  give  it  here  verbatim : 

 ,  Pa. 

Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter  :— 

Dear  Sir :— Please  find  enclosed  four  dollars, 
for  which  please  send  me  one  Barred  Plymouth 
Rock  cockerel,  the  best  value  you  can  give  me 
for  that  price.  He  should  be  medium  light  in 
color,  wide  between  the  legs,  of  good  size, 
and  vigorous,  as  my  hens  are  run  down 
through  inbreeding.    Please  send  by  Adams 

Ex.,  to    Station,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 

Yours,  etc.,  

P.  O.  address  ,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 

That  letter  is  certainly  a  model  of  what  an 
order  should  be.  It  is  clear  and  distinct, 
states  exactly  what  is  wanted  in  few  words; 
and  there  can  be  no  mistake  made  in  filling 
such  an  order.  If  more  customers  would  be 
equally  concise  and  clear  in  their  orders,  there 
would  be  fewer  complaints,  less  dissatisfac- 
tion with  breeders,  because  the  breeders  waiit 
to  satisfy  and  please  their  customers — and  they 
do  the  best  they  can  with  the  light  they  receive 
in  the  order.  We  commend  that  type  of  letter 
to  our  readers. 


Orr*s  Clear  Grit. 

5 WHITE 
WYANDOTTE 

Cockerels  lor  Sale. 

Fine  breeders,  lar^e  size,  broad  breasted,  clear  white 
pliirna^dfe.  They  will  please  you  as  tliey  have  dozens 
of  other  purchasers  this  fall.  Price,  S2,  $3,  S4,  aud  S5 
each.  All  other  surplus  slock  sold.  Etr^s  for  halch- 
iufe,  S2  for  13;  S3.75  for  26;  S6  for  40;  $10  per  100. 

CHARLES  C.  RYDER, 

Yarmouthport,  Mass. 

I.  SHUMAKER, 

of  Rirlinioijil,  Pa., 

Offers  a  few  choice  cockerels  tcr  ^.;iU-  of  a  large  strain 
of  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns  and  While  Wyandottes;  large 
size,  prolific  layers.  Eire's  for  h;itchiug,  S1.25  for  15; 
$2  per  30:  also  f*ekiu  Uuek^  and  Toulouse  Geese. 


Tlie  most  popular  clnckens. 
EGGS  for  HATCHING,  13  for  «1.50, 
and  guarantee  them  fresh  aud  true  to  name,  from  best 
stock.                             J.  J.  CLKMKNT, 
 South  Haven,  IVlich. 

^CLOTHES  WASHED! 

BY  THE        mat  e 

Western  Washer  £ 

C3?°Are  always  clean  and  white.  P 
300,000  of  them,  in  use  is  convincing  E 
proof  of  their  popularity.  Sold  under  ^ 
a  Kuaranteeto  please.  Agents  Wantsi  E 
Write  for  catalogue  and  prices,  and  P 
^  mention  NORTON  MFC.  CO.  C 
_        ^    this  paper.  Ft*  Wayne^  8na«  p 

TO  SAVE 
YOUR  EYES 

and  get  double  the  light,  use  only  the 

Sunlight  Carbon  Wick. 

Tlie  BEST  WICK  in  tlic  -vvorld  for  Summer  Qnei'ii 
aiKl  all  Dllier  Urootlfr  :uul  Incubator  Stoves. 
Sampleuuv  size  wick  to  4  inches,  10  cents.   Send  onlv 
to  S.  G.  ROBINSON,  29  Purchase  St., 

Printer  of  Farm-Poultry.  Boston,  Mass. 


BETERBOROJUd. 


no 


^^L^^mB^  THE  BEST 

^  Tltermoineler 

Must  he  ust'd  to  make  tJiu  best 

INCUBATOR 


Efl, 


100 


90- 


do  its  best  ■work. 


PETEEBOEO, 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

Has  for  35  j-ears  made  accurate 
Thermometers  of  all  kinds. 
■\Ve  sell 

SEASONED 

INCUBATOR 

THERMOMETERS 

By  mail. 

Two,  $1.10;  Six,  $3.00. 


Don't  market  dirty  eggs,  warns  an  exchange. 
It  takes  but  little  time  to  wash  those  that  may 
have  become  soiled,  and  when  clean  they  look 
so  much  better,  and  will  sell  much  more 
readily. 


Our  Poultry  Annual 

and  Book  of  Valuable  Recipes 

|64  large  pages,  contain8*eiglit  beautiful 
Icolored  plates  of  fowls,  gives  description 
and  prices  of  45  varieties.with  important 
hints  on  care  of  poultry,  and  pages  of 
recipes  ofgreat  value  to  everyone.  The 
finest  and  most  elaborate  Poultry  Book 
published  for  1S!)6.  Sent  post  paid  for 
onlv  lOcenls.  Address, 
N .  BOWERS,  Box  5  9 ,  Dakota,  111.,  U.  g.  A. 

Turn  Over 

e\'ery  ben  an(1  rooster  on  vour 
place,  and  fill  their  flutry  feathers 
full  of 

Lambert's  Death  to  Lice. 

Don't  need  it,  do  you  sav  ?  Look 
and  see.  Trial  size.  lOc.  by  mail, 
postpaid;  100  ozs.  delivered  to  your 
express  company,  SI.  New  book 
free. 

D.  J.  IjA3IBERT, 

Apponaug,  R.  I, 
 I.OW  PRICES,  

To  make  quick  sales  for  500  fine  farm  raised  birds 
from  prize  winning  stock  of  Buff  aud  Parlridfre  Coch- 
ins, Buff  and  Brown  Leghorns.  Lt.  Bralmias,  B.P. 
Rocks,  Golden  "Wyandottes,  Wlnte  Wonders^,  and  G. 
S.  Bantams.  Also  fine  young  Belgian  Hares,  Write 
your  wants.  Stamp.       C.  C.  WOOD,  Ayer,  Mass. 
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The  Slatted  Coops. 

By  3IK.  Hl  NTER. 

Tbere  seems  to  be  uncertainty  in  the  niiiuls 
oi  luauy  breeders  ami  some  express  agents  as 
to  just  what  coustitutes  a  "slatted  coop" 
within  the  meaningof  the  instructions  express 
couipauies  have  i^sued  to  their  asrents.  When 
at  Mr.  Hawkins'  the  other  day,  we  foiiml  that 
tjeutlcnian  contemplating  some  coops  made  of 
<olid  sides  and  ends  ot  very  thin  pine  lioards, 
nailed  to  the  corner  {Ibsts.  The  "  siding"  was 
very  like  the  thin  boards  used  in  backing 
pictures,  had  scarcely  any  strenglh,  and  was 
profosseilly  intended  to  cut  oil"  currents  of 
air;  in  other  words,  the  thin  boards  were 
intended  to  be  slats  and  cloth  siding  combined. 
That  would  be  all  right  for  those  who  have  a 
box  maker  within  ea.sy  reach;  but  the  great 
l)ulk  of  the  breeders  are  not  so  fortunate,  and 
cloth  sides  with  slats  (laths)  added  would 
seem  to  be  the  proper  thing.  3Ir.  Hawkins 
asserted  that  his  local  express  agent  resisted 
the  cloth  and  slats  sided  coop,  would  not  bill 
them  at  the  merchandise  rate,  and  in>isted 
that  the  slatted  coop  pure  and  simple  (without 
cloth  sides)  was  theonly  coop  that  came  within 
the  instructions.  We  have  had  no  such  dith- 
culty,  and  our  express  agent  freely  accepts 
coops  that  have  cloth  within  the  slats,  and 
bills  them  at  the  "  one  rate."  This  is  in  accord 
with  his  instructions,  and  exactly  accords 
with  the  interpretation  of  the  new  rule  by  the 
superiiiteuilent  of  one  of  the  great  companies 
in  a  personal  interview  which  the  writer  had 
with  him.  We  represented  that  the  cloth  on 
sides  and  ends  of  coops  was  a  necessity  to  ])ro- 
tect  f rom  drafts  in  cold  weather;  but  that 
slats  (laths)  could  be  added,  the  cloth  being 
put  on  outside  the  slats,  or  tacked  to  corner 
posts,  then  the  slats  nailed  on  over  the  cloth. 

This  last,  he  said,  was  the  proper  way,  then 
the  coop  was  a  "  slatted  coop,"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  regulations,  and  agents  should 
bill  them  at  the  one  rate. 

We  hope  breeders  will  insist  upon  their 
rights  in  this  matter,  and  if  the  express  agents 
(at  the  shipping  point)  refuse  to  bill  the  ship- 
ments at  one  rate  in  coops  that  have  slats  out- 
side the  clotb,  appeal,  by  letter  or  personal 
interview,  to  the  division  superintendent  of 
the  express  company  he  represents.  By  mak- 
ing a  persistent  push  the  injustice  will  be 
righted  and  the  local  agents  will  have  it  driven 
into  their  noddles  that  the  cloth-slatted  coop 
"  goes  "  —  at  one  rate. 

"Forced  to  Nothing." 

Written  for  Farm-Poultry. 

The  "  sharp  "  rejoinder  of  Mr.  Sharp  to  Mr. 
Felch's  ••  open  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
American  Fancier,"  has  the  right  ring  to  it. 
,V  dozen  poultrymen  have  spoken  of  it  within 
the  last  three  or  four  days,  and  the  opinion 
freely  expressed  is  that  that  letter  is  ''just  the 
thing."  "  The  Boston  show  has  been  forced 
to  nothing  I"'  says  3Ir.  Sharp,  and  in  that 
straightforward  declaration  of  the  truth  we  see 
the  keynote  to  all  the  bickering  and  backbiting 
which  has  been  so  much  in  evidence  the  past 
few  mouths.  The  clique  that  set  themselves 
up  to  be  the  champions  of  the  score-card  have 
followed  the  "  rule  or  ruin"  tactics,  and,  liud- 
ing  they  could  not  rule,  they  have  done  all  in 
their  power  to  disparage  the  Boston  show — at 
lirst  openly,  but  of  late  by  the  "  tine  Italian 
hand,"  and  much  of  the  "  you  shan't  play  in 
my  back-yard ''  business. 

In  this  Uiey  are  thoroughly  consistent.  Men 
of  small  minils  are  like  children,  aud  areunaljle 
to  see  that  there  are  two  sides  to  a  question. 
All  that  they  can  see  is  their  side  of  the  shield . 
and  any  attempt  to  explain  to  them  the  posi- 
tion of  a  man  holding  opposite  views,  or  hold- 
ing a  dill'erent  view,  is  met  by  vociferous 
w  rangling,  aud  denunciation  and  contempt. 
Tliey  "  won't  play '"  unless  you  play  theirgamc. 
I  am  not  defending  the  Boston  show  in  their 
adoption  of  the  comparison  method  of  judging. 
As  a  memlier  of  the  A.  V.  A.,  I  am  a  consistent 
advocate  of  the  score-card,  and  1  cannot  see 
how  the  "  instructions  to  judges  ''  in  the  Stand- 
ard can  be  interpreted  as  permitting  any  other 
method  of  judging  a  show  ;  but  I  have  conti- 
dence  in  the  gentlemen  who  are  conducting  the 
Boston  show,  and  as  they  honestly  believe  it 
would  be  impossible  to  hold  a  great  and  suc- 
cessful show  by  the  score-card  method,  I  join 
in  urging  that  they  hokl  the  show  by  the  com- 
parison method. 


Mr.  .Sharp  says :  "  We  have  used  every 
means  in  our  power  to  make  the  coming  Boston 
show  clean  and  impartial,  in  order  that  the 
best  birds  may  win  regardless  of  ownership 
or  the  section  of  the  country  from  which  they 
come."  That  Is  the  broaJlest  possiljle  plat- 
form, and  with  .-uch  a  list  of  gentlemen  as  are 
the  leaders  in  this  Boston  show  the  opposition 
of  those  who  have  tried  to  "  force  "  their  dic- 
tum upon  the  management  seems  extremely 
petty.  I  congratulate  the  managers  of  the 
Boston  show  that  "  they  have  been  forced  to 
nothing!"  Fair  Play. 

A  Pretty  Good  Showing. 

That  Lt.  Brahmas  are  not  always  nine  or 
ten  months  in  coming  to  laying  maturity,  is 
shown  by  the  following  story  told  us  by  3Ir. 
Nesmith  a  few  days  since.  On  Sunday, 
December  22d ,  he  got  eight  eggs  from  a  pen 
of  twelve  Lt.  Brahma  pullets  which  were 
hatched  .July  1st.  He  had  sixty-seven  fertile 
eggs  in  one  tray  in  his  incubator,  and  from 
those  sixty-seven  eggs  got  sixty-two  chicks :  at 
9  P.  M.,  Saturday,  not  one  of  the  sixty-seven 
eggs  was  pipped,  and  at4  P.  M.  the  next  day 
all  of  the  sixty-two  chicks  were  out,  dried  olT, 
and  were  moved  to  a  pen  in  the  brooder  house. 
They  were  in  due  time  moved  to  the  tield, 
where  they  had  free  range,  and  by  Dec.  1st 
had  begun  to  lay.  Twelve  of  the  largest  and 
best  were  moved  to  a  pen  in  the  long  house, 
and  they  went  immediately  to  laying,  giving 
four  to  six  eggs  a  day  by  the  middle  of 
December,  and  Dec.  22d  they  laid  eight  eggs. 
The  father  of  these  pullets  was  a  splendid 
great  cockerel,  bought  of  Rollins  Bros,  ot 
Woodville,  and  he  weighs  now  fourteen  ll)s. 
as  a  cock.  Truly  those  Lt.  Brahmas  lay 
"  early  and  often." 

Circulars  Received. 

W.  C.  Byard,  Walnut  Hills,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

D.  L.  PrISCH,  Jliddleport,  Xiagara  Co., 
N.  Y. 

Fraxklis  Bexxer,  303  Ilennepiu  Ave., 
Jlinneapolis,  Minn. 

Brookside  Poultry  Farm,  J.  E.  Steven- 
son, Columbus,  X.  J. 

Lemon  Grov  e  Poultry  Co.,  Geo.  A. 
Troxell,  Manager,  Lemon  Grove,  Cal. 

Fort  Wagner  Poultry  Yards,  C.  D. 
Smith,  Fort  Plain,  X.  Y. 

Successful  Chicken  Raislxg,  The  Peep 
o'  Day  Brooder,  Dover,  Mass. 

Des  Moines  Incubator  Co.,  Des  Jloines, 
Iowa. 

Suburban  Poultry  Yards,  M.  E.  Peete, 
Manager,  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Poultry  Supplies,  .John  H.  Slack.  Blooms- 
bury,  X.  J. 

Clough's  Catalogue,  AV.  W.  Clough, 
Med  way,  Mass. 

Economy  Heater,  Economy  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  Homer,  Michigan. 

Atlantic  Duck  Farm,  A.  J.  Ilallock. 
Speouk,  Long  Island,  X.  Y. 

KENSTiSAW  Mountain  Poultry  Farm  and 
Incubator  Factorj-,  W.  H.  Xicholes,  Marietta, 
Ga. 

Florencedale  Poultry  Yards,  F.  E.  .fc 
W.  K.  Peaslee,  Fernandina,  Florida. 

3IAKKKT  REVIEW. 

Eggs. — The  egg  market  is  firm,  with  new 
laid  very  scarce  and  liringing  from  30  to  oS 
cents.  Trade  is  good,  and  cold  storage  stocks 
are  reduced  at  the  rate  of  4,000  to  5,000  cases  a 
week. 

A\'e  (luote  :  Fancy  nearby,  30  to  38c;  Michi- 
gan, 24  to  2()c;  fancy  Michigan,  2.5c:  common 
western,  "24  to  25c;  ice  house  eggs,  IT  to  ]Sc. 

Xew  York. — Trade  continues  dull,  and  only 
a  moderate  quantity  of  fresh  gathered  eggs  are 
coming  in.  The  present  condition  of  the  mar- 
ket is  weak,  and  any  pressure  to  sell  would 
break  i>rices. 

I'oultry. — The  market,  at  this  writing  is 
fairly  <>u:-tained,  with  large  stocks  on  hand  for 
Chri>tnias  trade. 

We  ijuote :  Xew  England  turkeys.  14  to  16c : 
western  turkeys,  12  to  13c.  Xew  England 
chickens,  14  to  15c;  we>tern  chickens  lO.ic; 
Xew  England  fowls,  11  to  12c;  western  fowls, 
8  to  9c. 

Xew  York. — Receipts  continue  libend.  with 
heavy  stocks  ou  the  way,  aud  the  Christmas 
supply  promises  to  be  ample.  Chickens  and 
tow  Is  are  ovcrplcntil'ul  arc  almost  a  drug  in 
the  market. 


As  to  Sending  Birds  C.  O.  D. 

Kv  Me.  Huntee. 

There  is  not  a  little  misconception  of  the 
principle  laid  down  in  the  advice  given  several 
times  in  this  paper  that  breeders  should  not 
send  birds  (live-stock)  C.  O.  D.— and  not  a 
few  of  these  who  want  birds  sent  in  that  way 
tieein  to  think  they  have  been  wronged  if  they 
have  their  request  to  so  send  refused.  Twice 
within  one  week  we  had  requests  to  send 
cockerels  by  express,  C.  O.  D.,  and  in  both 
instances,  when  we  had  written  the  would-be 
customers,  declining  to  so  send  them,  .stating 
briefly  the  reasons  for  declining,  there  came 
back  decidedly  "snappy"  letters,  indicating 
that  the  customers  considered  themselves 
wronged,  their  integrity  questioned,  by  the 
refusal.  The  attitude  of  the  customer  is  well 
expressed  in  a  letter  just  received : 
"  Mr.  A.  F.  Hunter,  Editor  FARM-PouLiiiY: 

Dear  Sir — In  yours  of  Dec.  1st  I  notice  on 
page  374  what  you  say  about  sending  stock 
C.  O.  D. 

Suppose  that  Mr.  Frey  has  received  the 
money  for  the  two  do/en  fowls,  and  his  cus- 
tomer receives  an  (/f/ntti/  but  what  he  expected, 
that  the  fowls  were  not  satisfactory.  What 
redress  has  the  customer?  He  can  ship  the 
fowls  back.  Mr.  Frey  can  refuse  to  receive 
them,  and  refuse  to  refund — the  express  com- 
pany sells  them,  and  tlien,  where  is  the  cus- 
tomer ?  I  am  a  little  interested.  Bought 
some  fowls  in  England  lately — cock  and  hens. 
I  received  a  twisted  tailed  cockerel  and  the 
hens  irere  in  the  ark — they  are  not  the  birds 
that  I  bought,  on  description.  I  suppose  you 
will  say  that  the  seller  is  the  honest  man,  and 
v:e  must '  buy  a  pig  in  the  bag.'  Kindly  favor 
me  with  a  reply. 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  L.  H.\xcnETT. 

Westtield,  Mass.,  Dec.  12." 

This,  as  we  said  above,  well  expresses  the 
attitude  of  the  customer  in  the  transaction,  and 
we  think  Mr.  Hanchett  fails  to  consider  that 
there  is  another  side.  We  will  not  speak  of 
the  great  difficulty  and  expense  of  sending 
those  birds  C.  0.  D.  from  England;  the  num- 
ber of  hands  through  which  the  bill  outward 
and  the  money  back  must  pass,  necessitating  a 
carefully  arranged  system  ot  receipts  and  way- 
bills, and  expense  of  exchange,  considerably 
enhancing  the  cost ;  but  we  would  like  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  position  the  breeder  would 
be  in,  after  Mr.  Hanchett  had  inspected  the 
birds,  found  them  uusatisfactory,  and  ordered 
them  returned.  He  would  be  out  of  pocket 
the  express  charges  out  and  hack,  and  have 
the  birds  on  his  hands,  considerably  debilitated 
(worn  out)  by  their  three  weeks  confinement 
in  a  shipping  coop.  Would  any  breeder  .ship 
birds  C.  O.  D.  in  view  of  such  risks?  Would 
you,  yourself,  Mr.  Hanchett?  What  if  the 
party  ordering,  in  a  momentary  whim,  when 
the  birds  arrive,  decides  that  he  "  doesn't  want 
the  birds  anyway,"  "  was  a  fool  to  order 
them,"  "the  money  will  do  him  more  good 
somewhere  else," — what  redress  has  the  ship- 
per? True,  he  gets  his  birds  back,  more  or 
less  knocked  out  by  the  hardships  and  expos- 
ure of  the  journey,  aud  is  out  of  pocket  the 
express  charges  both  irai/s — but  w  hat  redress 
has  he?  If  Mr.  Hanchett  will  but  think  this 
problem  out  from  the  standpoint  of  the  ship- 
per, he  will  quickly  see  how  impracticable  it 
is  to  send  live-stock  C.  O.  D. 

Another  difliculty  is  that  the  shipper  linows 
nothing  whatever  of  his  customer  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  ;  nine-tenths  of  the  orders  are  from 
total  strangers.  How,  then,  is  the  breeder  to 
know  that  the  stranger  sending  an  order  is  a 
responsible  party  ami  will  take  the  birds  and 
pay  for  them  on  arrival?  The  business  is  too 
petty,  is  in  too  small  sums  to  warrant  a  careful 
system  of  references,  etc.,  as  to  reliability  of 
customers,  as  can  be  done  in  large  comuien-ia! 
transactions.  One  can't,  on  recei\ingaii  order 
for  a  live  or  ten  dollar  cockerel  C.  O.  D.,  write 
to  the  postmaster  and  loading  mori'haut  of  the 
tow  n  and  inquire  as  to  the  party's  responsibil- 
ity, and  if  ho  will  bo  likely  to  (lay  upon  arrival 
of  the  bird ;  the  average  transactions  are  too 
small  to  warrant  such  expenditure  of  time  and 
postage  stamps.  It  is  so  simple  .Hiid  easy  to 
send  cash  with  the  order;  and  "cash"  is  its 
own  endorsement  and  guarnuity,  requiring 
no  inquiries  as  to  standing  of  customer,  requir- 
ing no  bother  or  expense  of  time  and  st,Mmp>: 
it  is  simplest,  easiest,  l>est  for  all  ooni-eniod. 


As  to  the  f  u-.tomf^r  not  getting  what  he 
expecteil,  "  ijird.'^  uot  an  descriljed,"  any  reli- 
able breeder  will  take  back  the  birds  and 
refund  the  money  lens  return  charges,  upon 
proof  that  the  bird*  were  not  as  descriije*!. 
Here  lies  a  difficulty.  Xo  two  men  can  »<*  a 
bird  with  the  same  eyes — and  a  description 
means  one  thing  (has  one  shade  of  meanings 
to  one  man,  while  another  interprets  it  differ- 
ently, puts  another  shade  of  meaning  npon  it; 
still,  with  due  allowance  for  those  differeneca 
all  interests  can  be  harmonized.  The  breeder, 
as  a  rule,  irnnts  to  .satisfy  his  cu.stomer,  It  is 
obviously  for  his  interest  to  do  no,  since  the 
best  advertisement  for  him  is  plea.«€d  eu^tonn 
ers — while,  per  contra,  the  worst  advertise' 
ment  for  him  is  dissatisfie/1  customers.  If 
Mr.  Hanchett  received  a  "  wry  tailed  "  eock' 
erel  when  he  bought  a  standard  cock  he  obvi- 
ously did  not  receive  the  bird  he  had  reason  to 
expect,  and  proper  representation  to  the  ship- 
per should  bring  about  amends  in  the  shape 
of  a  better  bird,  a  rebate,  or  something  of  that 
nature. 

Winter  Layers. 

Xow  that  cold  weather  is  upon  ns,  the  ponl- 
tryraan  can  see  the  good  results  from  having 
warm  houses.  The  question  of  "  eggs  in  win- 
ter "  is  not  so  serious  a  question  as  some  might 
suppose.  To  have  winter  layers  does  not  of 
itself  lie  in  the  choosing  of  a  certain  breed. 
True,  stock  is  an  important  part,  but  the  stock 
cannot  do  their  best  if  they  have  not  the  proper 
facilities.  Those  facilities  consist,  first,  in  a 
warm  house — not  warm  by  artificial  heat,  but 
so  constructed  that  the  hens  will  keep  from 
freezing  their  combs, and  will  be  in  the  humor 
to  get  down  to  solid  work.  If  no  scratching 
pens  have  been  provided,  then  the  floor  of  the 
henhouse  must  be  heavily  littered,  and  the 
grain  .strewn  among  that  litter,  so  that  the 
fowls  will  exercise.  This  exercising  is  an 
important  matter.  Then  feed  comes  next,  and 
in  good  feed  there  must  be  such  articles  as  will 
make  eggs.  Of  this  we  nave  written  so  much 
that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  repeat.  To  sum 
it  all  up,  good  winter  laying  will  come  when 
young,  healthy  stock  is  employed  and  kept  in 
a  house  that  is  warm  and  comfortable;  fed 
upon  such  food  that  will  not  produce  overfat, 
but  which  will  furnish  the  articles  necessary 
in  the  construction  of  the  egg.  The  hen  being 
only  a  machine  to  manufacture  the  ^gs,  she 
must  be  furnished  with  the  proper  material  to 
work  with  or  else  she  will  be  powerless. 

When  the  needs  of  the  hen  are  supplied 
there  is  no  trouble  to  get  a  profit  from  her. 
But  neglected,  there  is  no  more  costly  hobby  in 
the  world  that  we  know  of.  For  egg  produc- 
tion, the  average  hen  after  it  is  two  years  old 
is  a  risk.  •  Up  to  that  age  they  generally  give 
the  cream  •  t'm  -r  life  in  that  capacity. — Iowa 
HomesI 
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I>I{KSSI01)   l'OTTT,TRT  AT  PTtOVmETfCE. 
From  a  photograph,  by  courtesy  of  Mr.  Cushjuan. 


The  Providence  Show. 

The  Rhode  Island  Poultry  Association  had 
a  good  show  this  time,  one  of  the  best  they 
have  ever  held.  Perhaps  expectation  vras 
pitched  too  high,  owing  to  the  much  adver- 
tising given  it  and  the  fact  that  the  state  had 
increased  its  appropriation  to  $1,000;  and  that 
"  too  great  expectation  "  may  be  charged  with 
the  tinge  of  dissatisfaction  which  was  evident 
in  the  comments  of  many  with  whom  we  con- 
versed there.  One  new  feature  (new  in  the 
United  States)  should  be  noted.  An  entire 
day  ("Wednesday)  was  given  to  the  judging, 
the  public  not  being  admitted,  and  it  was  the 
intention  that  all  the  awards  should  be  made 
and  prize  cards  up  before  the  shovsr  was  open 
to  the  pul)lic.  This  is  right,  and  a  point 
we  have  frequently  urged.  A  show  is  incom- 
plete, is  not  fitted  for  public  inspection,  until 
the  prize  cards  are  up  —  and  a  general  adop- 
tion of  the  plan  tried  at  Providence  would 
conduce  to  a  considerable  appreciation  of 
poultry  shows  in  popular  favor.  It  costs  no 
more  to  employ  eight  or  ten  judges  one  day 
each  than  two  judges  four  or  five  days  each; 
and  the  advantage  in  quickened  public  appre- 
ciation would  be  very  great. 

Unfortunately  our  winter  days  are  short, 
and  the  hours  of  daylight  are  few.  At  Provi- 
dence the  judging  wasn't  quite  completed 
Wednesday,  owing  to  the  unwillingness  of  the 
judges  to  trust  to  the  deceptiveness  of  artifi- 
cial light  —  and  some  of  the  minor  classes  were 
being  judged  Thursday  morning. 

The  "  practical"  side  of  poultry  raising  is 
given  a  prominent  place  in  the  R.  I.  Society's 
exhibitions,  thanks  to  the  earnest  work  in 
years  past  of  Mr.  Cushman;  and  the  dressed 
poultry  exhibit  at  Providence  last  week  should 
be  especially  mentioned.  It  was  an  "  object 
lesson  "  of  great  value,  and  the  public  interest 
in  it  indicated  that  it  was  appreciated.  The 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  exhibit  was 
of  geese,  capons  and  crosses ;  while  the  dis- 
play of  green  ducks  by  Pollard's  Duck  Farm, 
(a  pair  of  which,  dressed) ,  weighed  seventeen 
pounds),  of  dressed  chickens  and  geese  by 
Mr.  Austin,  and  of  turkeys  by  the  Anowan 
Poultry  Yards,  was  worthy  of  high  praise. 

The  society  held  its  sixth  annual  banquet 
and  "love-feast"  in  Gelb's  Assembly  Rooms 
on  Thursday  evening;  butwith  two  or  three 
exceptions  there  seems  to  have  been  a  con- 
spicuous absence  of  prominent  names  —  and 
there  were  no  "  institutes  "  in  connection  with 
the  show,  as  last  year.  This  we  much  regret. 
Institutes  are  a  highly  commendable  adjunct 
of  a  poultry  show,  and  of  great  educational 
value.  That  the  public  expected  (hoped  for) 
something  of  the  kind,  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  no  less  than  five  different  people 
came  to  the  writer  during  Thursday  forenoon 
and  asked  if  there  were  to  be  institutes  this 
year  —  said  they  had  hoped  there  would  be. 

The  Peep  o'  Day  brooder  and  new  brooder 
lamp  was  an  exhibition,  and  given  first  pre- 
mium ;  and  two  or  three  good  exhibits  of 
poultry  supplies  should  lie  mentioned. 


The  awards  were :  — 

Barred  P.  Rocks.—  C.  E.  Collins,  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  1  (92)  cock;  3  hen;  1  (93)  and  2 
cockerel ;  1  pen.  K.  C.  Gibbs,  East  Providence, 
R.  I.,  2  hen;  3  cockerel.  J.  W.  McDonald, 
Rockville,  Ct.,  3  cockerel.  Walter  Hunokl, 
Cranston,  R.  I.,  4  cockerel;  2  pen.  A.  P. 
Bliss,  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  1  (93)  and  i 
pullet.  -John  H.  Davoll,  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  2 
and  3  pullet. 

Buff  P.  Rocks.—  "Wm.  T.  Remington, 
Natlck,  R.  I.,  3  cock;  3  cockerel.  Chas.  R. 
Thompson,  Melrose,  Ct.,  2  cockerel.  E.  W. 
Brown,  Old  Mystic,  Ct.,  4  cockerel. 

White  P.  Rocks.— Anowan  Poultry  Farm, 
Narragansett  Pier,  R.  I.,  1  (90^)  cock;  1  (92) 
hen;  1  (92)  pullet.  John  R.  Jones,  Sufiield, 
Ct.,  2  cock;  1  (924)  cockerel.  G.H.Smith, 
Centredale,  R.  I.,  2  cockerel ;  3  pullet. 

Silver  Wyandottes. —  W.  H.  Congdon, 
Oak  Lawn,R.  I.,  1  (91),  3  and  4  cock;  1  (92), 
3  and  4  hen;  3  and  4  cockerel;  1  (92^)  pullet; 
1  pen.  P.  E.  Morgan,  Providence,  R.  I.,  2 
cock;  2  cockerel.  H.  G.  Gardiner,  Auburn, 
R.  I.,  2  hen;  1  (91)  cockerel;  3  pullet;  2  pen. 
H.  C.  Allen,  Providence,  R.  I.,  2  pullet.  S. 
H.  Bellows,  Athol,  Mass.,  4  pullet. 

Golden  Wya^tdottes.— Thompson  1  (92) 
cock;  1  (91)  hen.  J.  R.  Nichols,  Rochdale, 
Mass.,  1  (92)  cockerel ;  2  pullet.  A.  L.  Kings- 
bury, Northampton,  Mass.,  2  cockerel;  1  (9lJ), 
3  and  4  pullet;  1  pen. 

White  Wyandottes.— John  B.  Felt,  Som- 
erville,  Mass.,  1  (95)  cock ;  3  hen ;  4  cockerel. 
Bellows,  2  cock ;  1  (94^)  cockerel.  R.  1.  Poul- 
try Yards,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  3  and  4  cock ;  1 
(94.i) ,  2  and  4  hen ;  3  cockerel ;  1  (95) ,  2  and  3 
pullet;  Ipen.  G.  S.  Whitford,  Phoenix,  R.  I., 
land  4  pen.  E.  D.  AV'ood,  Hudson,  Mass.,  2 
pen.   J.  W.  Andrews,  Dighton,  Mass.,  3  pen. 

Buff  Wyandottes.— King  &  Whiting, 
Plainville,  Mass.,  3  cock ;  1  (91)  hen  :  1  (91) ,  2 
and  4  cockerel ;  1  (95^),  2,  3  and  4  pullet;  1 
pen.   Bellows,  3  cockerel. 

Black  Wyandottes.— Congdon,  1  (91)  and 
3  cock ;  1  (93.i)  .2,3  and  4  hen ;  1  (95) ,  2  and  3 
cockerel ;  1  (96),  2,  3  and 4  pullet;  1  pen. 

Black  Javas.— Congdon,  1  (92i),2,  and  3 
cock;  1  (94),  2  and  3  hen ;  1  (92^),  2,  3  and  4 
cockerel ;  1  (93^)  pullet ;  1  and  2  pen. 

American  Domexiques.— Congdon,  1  (90), 
3  and  4  hen ;  3  cockerel ;  2  pen. 

Light  Brahmas.— Oakland  Farm,  Taunton 
Mass.,  1  (924)  cock;  1  (93^)  and  2  hen;  1  (92) 
cockerel;  1  (934)  2  pullet.  E.  C.  Teft, 
Wakefield,  R.  I.,  2  and  4  cock;  4 hen;  2  and  4 
cockerel ;  3  and  4  pullet ;  2  pen.  C.  P.  Nettle- 
ton,  Shelton,  Ct.,  3  cock ;  3  cockerel.  Maple- 
wood  Farm,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  3  hen ;  3  pen. 

Dark  Brahmas.—  R.  B.  S.  Hart,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  1  (92) ,  2,  3  and  4  hen ;  1  (90)  cock- 
erel ;  1  pen. 

White  Brahmas. —W.  H.  Mowry,  Oak 
Lawn,  R.  I.,  1  and  2  cock ;  1,  2,  3,  and  4  hen ; 
1  and  2  cockerel ;  1,  2,  3  and  4  pullet;  1  and  2 
pen. 

Buff  Cochins. —Oakland  Farm,  1  (94)  cock ; 
1  (96)  hen;  1  (95)  cockerel;  1  (97), 2  and  3 pul- 
let;  1  pen.  C.  R.  Le  Gro,  Palmer,  Mass.,  2 
cock;  4  cockerel.  Benj.  Watson,  Providence, 
R.  L,2  hen.  Teft,  3  and  4  hen;  2  cockerel. 
C.  R.  Chace,  Plainville,  3Iass.,  3  cockerel ;  4 
pullet;  2  pen. 

Partridge  Cochins.— Teft,  1  (91)  and  2 
cock ;  1  (93)  and  3  hen  ;  4  cockerel ;  2  and  4  pul- 
let; 2  pen.  King  &  Whiting,  2  hen;  3  cock- 
erel. W.  C.  Bavlies,  Taunton,  Mass.,  4  hen; 
1  (92)  and  2  cockerel;  1  (944)  and  3  pullet;  1 
pen. 

Black  Lang.shans.- J.  S.  Remington, 
Greenville,  R.  I.,  1  (944) ,  2,  3  and  4  cockerel ; 
1  (944),  2,  3  and  4  pullet;  1  pen.  E.  T.  Gil)- 
son,  Nashua,  N.  II.,  2  pen. 


S.  C.  B.  Leghorns. — Geo.  Cartledge,  New 
Britain,  Ct.,  1  (954)  ^ck  ;  2  and  3  hen ;  1  (95) , 

2  and  3  cockerel ;  1  (944)  >  3  and  4  pullet ;  1  pen. 
King  &  ^Vhiting,  2  cock;  4  cockerel.  J.  C. 
Berraue,  Attleboro,Mass.,  3  cock.  L.  E.  Gray, 
Foxboro,  Mass.,  4  cock.  .1.  R.  Wilcox, Kings- 
ton, R.  I.,  1  (93)  and  4  hen. 

S.  C.  W.  Leghorns.- R.  B.  Smith,  No. 
Andover  Depot,  Mass.,  1  (96)  cock;  2,  3  and 
4  hen ;  3  and  4  cockerel ;  1  (96) ,  2  and  3  pullet ; 
1  pen.  J.  H.  Woodhead,  Leicester,  Mass.,  1 
(944)  ben ;  2  cockerel ;  4  pullet. 

R.  C.  W.  Leghorns.— G.  A.  S.  Weiners, 
College  Point,  N.  Y.,  1  (944)  hen;  1  (92)  cock- 
erel. 

BtrFF  Leghorns.— J.  H.  Blood,  Walpole, 
Mass.,  3  cock;  1  (93)  hen;  2  pullet.  Nettle- 
ton,  2  hen.  E.  W.  Brown,  Old  Mystic,  Conn., 

1  (91)  cockerel;  4  pullet;  1  pen.  Mary  H. 
Perry,  Auburn,  Mass.,  2  cockerel;  1  (954) 
pullet;  2pen.  Kingsbury, 4  cockerel;  3  pullet; 

3  pen. 

Black  Leghorns. — Congdon,  2  cock;  1 
(944),  2,  3  and  4  hen  ;  1  (934),  2,  3  and  4  cock- 
erel; 1  (954),  2,  3  and  4  pullet;  1,  2  and  3  pen. 

Black  Minorcas.— M.  Larrow,  1  (914) 
cock:  Ihen.  Thompson,  2  heu ;  1  (934)  cock- 
erel; 2  pullet:  1  pen.  Wm.  Hanson,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  3  and  4  hen.  Jas.  A.  Elliott,  1 
(934)  pullet. 

White  Minorcas.— Kate  L.  Clark,  Au- 
burn, Mass.,  3  cock.  Thompson,  4  cock;  1 
(924)  cockerel. 

Axdalusians.— Miss  Clark,  1  cock ;  1  and 

2  hen;  1,  2  and  3  cockerel;  1  and  3  pullet;  1 
pen.   Anowan  Farm,  3  cockerel ;  2  pullet. 

Polish— W.  C.  Black.— Col.  R.  J.  Hamil- 
ton, Springfield,  Mass.,  1  cock:  1  hen;  1  cock- 
erel; 1  pullet;  Ipen.  H.  A.  Muuson,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  3  cockerel. 

Golden.— All  to  Hamilton. 

A\^hite. — All  to  Hamilton. 

Bearded  Golden.  —  Hamilton,  1  cock:  1 
and  3  hen;  1  cockerel;  1  pullet;  1  pen.  Mun- 
son, 2  hen. 

Bearded  Silvt.r.  —  Hamilton,  1  cock;  1 
and  4  hen  ;  3  and  4  pullet;  1  pen.  Comius  & 
Butterfield,  Staftbrd  Springs,  Conn.,  2  cock: 

2  and  3  hen  ;  land  2  pullet;  2  pen. 
Buff  Laced.— All  to  Hamilton. 
Hamhurgs— Golden  Sp^vngled.  —  Uriah 

Staflbrd,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  2  cock;2hen;l 
(94)  cockerel:  1  pullet;  1  pen.  Congdon,  3 
cock  ;  1  (92)  ben. 

Golden  Pench^ed.  —  Isaac  Timbrell,  1 
(904)  cock;  1  (93)  hen  ;  1  (93)  pullet. 

Silver  Penciled.— Blake  &  Hadley,  New 
Britain,  Ct.,  1  (91)  cock;  1  (91), 2  andS'hen;  1 
(90)  cockerel;  1  (92)  and  2  pullet;  1  pen. 

White.— Congdon,  all. 

Black.— John  Melvin,  Whitinsville,  Mass., 
all. 

Games— Indian.— J.  A.  Monroe,  Brighton, 
JIass.,  1  cock;  1  and  2  hen;  1  and  2  pullet. 
Asa  Sweet,  2  cock. 

White  Indian.  —  Munroe,  1  cock;  Ihen; 
1  pullet.  J.  W.  Cole,  1  and  2  cockerel ;  2  and  3 
pullet. 

B.  B.  Red.- Pierce  Bros.,  Winchester,  N. 
H.,1  (9:^4)  cock;  1(94)  heu;  2  cockerel:  1 
pullet.  J.  F.  Borden. Providence, R.  I.,  2  and 

3  hen  ;  1  (93)  cockerel ;  2  and  3  pullet. 
Golden  DucurmNG.  —  Borden,  Icock;  2 

hen ;  1  pullet.  Pierce  Bros.,  1  hen ;  1  cock- 
erel. 

Silvter DtTCKWTNG.— Pierce  Bros.,  1  cock; 
1  pullet.   Borden,  1  cockerel;  2  and  3  pullet. 

Red  Pyle.— Borden,  1  cock;  3  and  4  hen. 
G.  II.  Clark,  Northampton,  Mass.,  1  and  2 
hen ;  1  and  2  cockerel.  Pierce  Bros.,  3  and  4 
cockerel;  1  pullet. 


Birchen.— All  Pierce  Bros. 

Brown  Red.— Pierce  Bros.,  1  (93)  hen;  2 
(90)  and  1  cockerel;  1  (95)  pullet.  Borden,  1 
and  3  hen  ;  3  cockerel. 

Rhiide  Island  Reds. — R.  V.  Browning, 
Natick,  R.  L,  1  pen. 

Table  Cross.  —  (Ind.  Game-Lt.  Brahma) 
C.  H.  Spencer,  Phoenix,  R.  1.,  1  cockerel ;  1 
pullet;  1  pen. 

General  Purpose  Cross.  — (Lt.  Brahma- 
Dk.  Biahma)  —  U.  B.  S.  Hart,  1  pen. 

Ti  HKEYs.— E.  M.  &  W.  Ferguson,  Fishers 
Island,  N.  Y.,  1  cock;  1  ben:  2  cockerel;  2 
pullet.  Horace  Vose,  Westerly,  R.  I.,  2  cock; 
2,  3  and  4  hen  ;  1  cockerel ;  1  pullet;  1  pen. 

WiiriE  Turkeys.  —  Fergusons,  1  and  2 
cockerel:  1  and  2  pullet.  Anowan  Farm,  2 
cock;  2  hen  ;  3  cockerel;  3  pullet. 

Nakragansett  Turicey'S.  —  All  to  Vose. 

Slate  Turkeys.  —  All  to  Vose. 

AVlld  Cross  Turkeys.— All  to  Vose. 

Toulouse  Geese.  —  C.  W.  Wilcox,  Kings- 
ton, R.  I.,  1  pair  old. 

C.vnaDa  Geese.  —  G.  M.  Austin,  Mans- 
field, Mass.,  1  and  2  old  ;  1  and  2  young;  1st 
for  largest  gander;  1st  for  largest  goose. 

Peken  Ducks.  —  Pollard's  Duck  Farm,  1, 
2,  3,  4,  and  special,  for  largest  exhibit. 

Dressed  Poulti^y  Exhibit. 

Austin,  1st  dozen  dressed  squabs;  1st  best 
ten  pairs  dressed  chickens;  1st  and  2d  best 
pair  dressed  fowls;  1st,  2d  and  3rd  best  pair 
dressed  chickens;  1st  and  2d  best  pair  dressed 
geese ;  also  special  for  best  dressed  goose. 

Anowan  Farm,  1st  best  dressed  turkey; 
special  for  finest  dressed  turkey ;  and  special 
for  finest  R.  I.  turkey. 

Pollard's  Duck  Farm,  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  for 
best  pair  dressed  ducks. 

Isaac  Wilbur,  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  1st  for 
best  collection  of  eggs ;  1st  for  largest  dozen 
eggs ;  1st  for  best  brown  eggs. 


BOWKER'S 
ANIMAL  MEAL 

l3  better  than 

Scraps,  because  it  furnishes 
— — ^—  meat  and  bone  in  a 
finer,  dryer  form,  easier  to  digest, 
requiring  no  preparation  for  use. 
It  is  better  than 

Bone,  because  it  furnishes 
"— —  meat  as  well  as  bone, 
III!  both  ready  for  feeding.    It  is 
better  than 

Shells,  because  it  furnishes 
— lime  in  connection 
with  the  albuminoids  and  protein 
required  for  the  production  of 
eggs  and  sustaining  the  health 
of  the  fowls. 

It  makes  hens  lay; 
It  makes  chickens  grow. 
Enough  for  lo  hens  3  months,  Ji. 
Four  times  as  much  for  $2 .25. 
Little  book,  "  The  Egg,"  free. 

BowkerSrS'..  st.,  Boston. 


Albany,  Ji,  Y. 

Subscription  $1.00  a  year. 
Advertising  Rates  on  Application. 

Considering  RESULTS  and  COST,  it  is 
tlie  CHEAPEST  Advertising  Medium  of  itsldnd. 


If  you  don't  know  wliat  the  mafrazine  is,  send  6  cents 
for  sample  copy.   Address  above.   Mention  F.-P. 

HERE  AGAIN! 

SHOEMAKER  S  POULTRY 
ALMANAC  FOR  1896. 

ltd  a  beauty,  larger  and  better  than  ever, 
nearly  lOOpagesSxlOoa  best  book  paper. 
Fully  illustrated  with  finest  enfrravings 
of  special  design.  A  veritable  Eivcyclo- 
pediaofChickeninfonnation.  SentpoBt- 
_  paid  foronlv  15  cents.  Address, 

C.C.  SHOEMAKER,  Box  8  ,  Freeport,  III,  U.  S;  A, 
P.  S.— Inenbators  and  Brooders.  Hot  water,  pipe  sjstem, 
the  best  in  the  world,  a  fine  32  page  Catalogue  free. 

200  COCKERELS  FOR  SALE. 

"Wliite,  Silver,  and  Gol.  ^\'yandottes.  Rose  and  Single 
Comb  Brown  Lcyrlmrns,  AV.  P.  Rocks  and  Red  Caps. 
Also  a  fine  lot  of  pullets  and  hens,  M.  B.  Turkeys  and 
Toulouse  Geese.  Write  us:  we  can  please  you. 
THE  OAKXAND  POULTRY  FARM,  Kelsey,  Ohio. 
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you  have  no  experienced  friend  near  you,  we 
advise  you  to  sell  all  of  them,  and  buy  some 
muted  birds. 


EDITED  BY  THOMAS  WKIGIIT. 


Gleanings  From  Boston  Pigeon  Show. 

We  wish  all  our  readers  a  happy  prosperous 
new  year. 

Wf  will  here  quote  a  few  of  the  many  iuter- 
estiug  lessons  to  tip  learued  at  the  pigeou  exhi- 
bition just  closed,  so  that  1896  may  be  ushered 
in  with  a  determination  amonijpijreon  breeders 
to  improve  during  this  year  proportionately 
to  1S!>:>. 

We  will  lirst  touch  upon  the  market  exhibit. 
We  were  quite  disappointed  to  see  so  few  of 
the  utility  birds  on  exhibition.  Dr.  Kendall 
was  there  with  his  string  of  Runts,  and  had  a 
walk  over,  as,  although  there  are  others  of  this 
monster  family  in  our  .suburl)S,  no  one  exhib- 
ited any.  Why  not  we  do  not  know,  as  we 
heard  of  several  whose  ambition  it  was  to  show 
their  squab  material — but  they  evidently 
changed  their  minds. 

Among  the  crosses,  Pr.  Kendall  again  was 
in  the  lead  with  a  Black  Chequer  bred  from 
a  Runt  and  Homer.  This  bird,  though 
dark  in  plumage,  was  as  light  nieated  as  a 
Pouter-Homer  crossed  bird  in  the  same  class, 
that  was  as  white  as  snow — not  a  colored 
feather  on  him;  but  as  we  handled  both,  the 
Chequer  was  way  ahead — and  Runt-IIomer 
will  always  beat  the  grouse-legged  Pouter- 
Homer  of  any  color.  A  very  good  Red  Che- 
quer Antwerp-Runt  crossed  bird,  was  also 
exhibited  by  Dr.  Kendall — but  not  meriting 
anything  better,  he  was  awarded  4th  prize, 
A  Red  Dragoon-Runt  crossed  hen  of  Dr.  Ken- 
dall was  comparatively  the  best  hen  in  the 
squab  department.  The  Doctor  also  exhibited 
a  dressed  squab  one  fourth  Runt  and  three- 
fourths  Homer,  that  was  a  credit  to  anv 
breeder,  and  is  the  squab  for  an  all  purpose 
bird.  With  this  degree  of  Runt,  the  bird  will 
mature  quickly,  and  will  have  the  activity  of 
the  Homer  minus  the  proportion  of  homing 
intellect. 

A  Silver  Dun  hen  exhibited  by  .J.  S.  Xowell, 
was  also  a  very  good  specimen,  and  merited 
3d  prize ;  but  she  needs  mating  to  a  large  coarse 
Homer  of  at  least  five  summers  experience  and 
development  to  increase  breast,  in  which  she 
is  lacking.  Mr.  Measures  also  made  an  exhibit 
of  two  white  cocks ;  but  neither,  in  our  opin- 
ion, are  equal  to  crosses  previously  referred 
to. 

The  squab  department  was  well  patronized, 
and  showed  conclusively  the  result  of  judi- 
cious breeding;  and  many  were  heard  to 
remark  upon  the  possibilities  iu  the  near 
future. 

The  next  department  in  which  wc  were 
interested  was  the  Homers.  There  was  a 
grand  lot  to  receive  Judge  Berry's  verdict.  We 
exhibited  in  this  department,  and  received  all 
our  birds  were  deserving  of.  There  were  five 
or  six  show  Homers  that  would  put  to  shame 
some  we  have  seen  exhiliited  and  win  ou  the 
other  side  the  pond,  and  as  typical  beauti(>s 
they  could  not  be  excelled  unless  it  be  in  head 
lines;  plumage  line. 

Among  flying  Homers  we  exhibited  our 
little  Black  Chciiucr  hen,  "  Patience,"  winning 
1st  and  a  special— the  only  special  awarded 
any  Homer  in  the  show,  and  we  were  well 
pleased.  Our  Dun  Chc(iuer  cock,  "  .Jos.  R. 
Husson,"  was  a  good  2d,  and  gave  up  1st  to  a 
very  fine  Black  Chequer.  Competition  in  this 
variety  was  close. 

We  entertained  the  outside  world  with  a 
practical  illustration  of  the  homing  abilities  of 
the  variety,  by  liberating  each  day  except 
Thursday  (when  the  inclement  weather  would 
not  admit)  about  twenty  of  our  birds.  They 
were  released  from  a  cage  on  the  sidewalk 
opposite  the  hall,  and  a  large  gathering  of 
people  watched  them,  Liberated  at  12  M., 
12,02  over  Park  street  church,  12.07  at  home 
—  distance  four  and  a  half  miles,  Consider- 
ngthc  season  and  snow,  the  experiment  was 


a  success,  and  the  time  good,  AVe  flew  in  the 
three  days  fifty-six  birds. 

On  Saturday  the  European  military  system 
was  illustrated.  A  "siren"  whistle  was 
attached  to  the  tail  of  our  Red  Cheijuer  hen, 
"  Chloe."  The  terrific  noise  made  in  passing 
through  the  air  was  enough  to  frighten  any- 
thing. She  arrived  at  home  in  good  time, 
though,  and  as  her  disposition  is  resolute  and 
her  honesty  unquestioned,  she  kept  her  head 
all  the  way,  and  we  now  have  the  whistle  as  a 
souvenir  of  her  performance. 

In  search  of  everything  useful,  we  next 
visited  the  Dragoon  display,  and  it  took  us  a 
long  time  to  leave  them.  Mr.  Xorris  had  a 
string  of  fifty  or  more,  and  a  large  per  cent 
good  ones;  but  the  entries  iu  the  young  bird 
classes  were  superior  in  excellence  and 
number  to  the  old,  a  Blue  cock  of  180.5  being 
the  best  specimen  we  have  seen  in  this  country, 
and  he  won  the  cup  handily.  A  Blue,  of  3Ir. 
Xorris,  took  the  cup  for  old  birds.  Mr. 
Twombly  exhibited  some  very  good  speci- 
iniens,  and  two  of  his  entry,  properly  mated, 
should  show  up  well  in  their  progeny  next 
December.  Muffled  Tumblers  were  another 
excellent  class,  and  made  some  of  the  old 
know-it-alls  open  their  eyes.  All  of  the  toy 
varieties  were  well  up  in  quantity.  Solid 
Tumblers,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Weston,  were  a 
good  lot,  and  very  hard  to  beat. 

The  judges  had  a  very  unenviable  task,  and 
as  a  whole,  deserve  every  commendation  in 
their  decision.  Some  few  exhibitors  were 
somewhat  disappointed,  but  we  can't  all  win 
—  and  if  we  use  the  same  exertions  in 
improving  on  the  faults  through  which  we 
lost"ns  we  do  in  censuring  those  who  perceived 
the  faults,  we  shall  be  a  far  happier  and  more 
prosperous  family. 


Questions  and  Answers. 

Other  Books. 

Mr.  Editor:— Please  give  luo  Ilie  name  and  address 
of  some  ^uod  pigeon  book.  A  man  sliowed  me  a  pig- 
eon paper  printed  in  German,  but  lie  said  it  was  also 
printed  in  English.  Have  you  any  idea  what  it  is? 
Do  you  know  of  any  periodical  published  that  lias 
colored  plates  in  It  ejich  month  ?  F.  .J,  L. 

Chicago,  HI, 

Such  a  paper  as  you  describe  we  understand 
is  published  in  Germany,  but  we  have  never 
heard  of  it  being  printed  in  English,  Fulton's 
Book  on  Pigeons  is  the  only  one  having  good, 
life-like  colored  plates. 


How  to  Settle  Homers. 

Mr,  Editor:— How  many  pigeons  can  be  kept  In 
coopsSxlO,  7  feet  high? 

'id.  How  slKiU  1  teach  them  to  come  home? 

3d,  How  often  is  it  necessary  to  let  them  out  ? 

Florence.  M;iss,  h.  E.  W, 

Twenty  pairs,  if  properly  arranged. 
2d.    Build  a  wire  aviary  where  they  can  see 
outside  and  fly  at  liberty.     Pigeons  must 
become  accustomed  to  an  established  home  to 
be  depended  upon. 

3d.  Every  day,  except  in  driving  snow- 
storms, or  the  most  severe  rain  storms. 


Determining  Sexes. 

Mr.  Editor:—!  have  quite  a  numhcr  of  pigeons, 
about  eighty  in  all,  but  they  don't  seem  to  breed.  I 
have  given  up  liope  of  matingthem,  for  I  can  t  tell  u 
cock  from  a  hen;  and  a  cock  one  day  proves  a  lien 
the  next.  Do  pigeons  ever  associate  as  pairs  when 
the  sexes  are  alike?  How  shall  I  for  a  certainly  deter- 
mine the  sexes? 

Uc!uling,  I'a. 

We  have  known  of  just  the  experience  you 
are  having.  Two  hens  will  go  through  all  the 
preliminaries  of  house-keeping.  They  will  lay 
four  eggs  in  the  nest,  and  if  there  be  males  iii 
the  cote  the  eggs  will  sometimes  hatch,  and 
p;ircnt.s  raise  their  young.  Again,  we  have 
known  where  there  has  been  a  large  surplus  of 
cocks— two  cock  birds  to  bill  and  coo  and  drive 
like  a  p;iir  — and  they  will  continue  this  mode 
of  proceedings  for  years,  tinlcss  separated.  If 


A  Belgian  Coop. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  a  (Jerman,  and  as  an  old  breed(fr 
of  the  nierisenger  pigeon,  ]  send  you  an  hlea  of  a  Ger- 
man post  Such  as  is  seen  In  nearlj'  ever)'  bam-yar'L, 
and  the  occupants  are  Invariably  Homers,  or  some 
fancy  variety.  Pigeons  are  bred  by  the  million  la 
Germany,  and  lots  of  money  realized  by  their  Bales. 


These  cotes  are  erected  on  a  post  about  four  Inches 
square.  I  send  you  a  front  view.  At  the  back  is  the 
door,  about  36  inches  high  and  15  inches  wide.  I  hope 
your  readers  may  find  something  to  interest  tlieni  in 
my  description.  Adolpu  Scherk. 

Your  cut  and  particulars  are  quite  welcome 
and  interesting.  We  ask  further  particulars 
upon  the  military  system  of  utilizing  your 
birds. 


The  Keason  Why. 

Mr.  Editor:- Following  the  .advice  of  Fahm-Poul- 
TRY,  I  bought  a  lot  of  extra  large  Homers,  from  a 
party  iu  the  middle  states,  and,  while  I  did  not  pay  a 
large  price  for  them,  I  guess  I  paid  more  than  they 
were  worth,  I  h:ive  attended  to  all  details  as  per  your 
instructions,  and  have  at>out  given  up  any  idea  of 
raising  squabs  from  a  standpoint  of  profit,  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  anything  /  knoir;  but  I  lay  my  failure 
to  something  I  don't  knmc.  What  it  is,  I  can't  say. 
I  can  see  that  if  pigeons  produce  even  six  pairs  of 
squabs  per  year,  and  they  are  lialf  decent,  and  a  i>er- 
son  has  five  hundred  pairs  of  good  fair  all  round 
breeders,  they  can  be  very  satisf:ictorily  rewarded  for 
their  investment;  hut  out  of  one  lumdred  pairs  I 
bought  costing  me  $210, 1  have  not  raised  one  Iniu- 
dred  pairs  of  squabs  to  a  marketable  age.  Now  \  ani 
going  to  put  ten  pairs  as  they  come  into  a  small  room 
and  try  them, 

A  friend  who  lives  near  here  told  me  of  his  experi- 
ence in  the  same  way.  A  portion  of  his  flock  for  two 
years  were  about  as  unprofitable  as  these  have  been, 
and  at  the  end  of  tli;it  time  he  got  so  disconr.iged,  he 
had  decided  to  sell  all,  aud  di<l  sell  about  h.alf,  when 
those  left  seemed  to  begin  to  breed,  and  they  bred 
like  rabbits  right  along.  Why  does  the  Boston  mar- 
ket poultry  dealer  refuse  our  production  It  he  can  get 
southern  squabs?  One  told  nie  PhlKHdelpliia  sipiabs 
were  better  than  New  Enghind,  What  docs  he  mean? 

IXQVIHEU, 

Tour  letter  involves  many  experiences  any 
pigeon  philosopher  would  be  perplexed  to 
meet.  We  h;ive  had  birds  act  the  same  way. 
in  not  breeding  well  then  suddenly  start  up  ami 
breed  as  if  their  lives  depended  upon  it.  In 
many  cases  the  l)irds  h;ive  been  overbred :  but 
we  m;iy  say  on  the  otlier  hand,  here  are  two 
young  hens,  nest  mates  from  one  pair  of 
bl  eeders.  One  mates  and  begins  to  breed  at 
live  months  old  ;  the  other,  just  as  admirable 
and  jierfect  to  the  eye,  does  not  mate  or  breed 
even  at  a  year  old.  We  have  had  this  experi- 
ence ourselves— then  we  h:\ve  taken  the  latter 
and  moved  it  to  entirely  new  quarters,  and  iu 
less  than  one  week  after  being  removeil  it 
began  to  breed,  (^urbelief  is  the  binls  (^adults) 
not  being  barren,  arc  not  suited  iu  the  quarters 


they  are  in,  having  pro>>ab]y  been  kept  under 
entirely  different  conditions,  and  in  posftiblj- 
juist  the  reverse  idea  of  coops;  and  where  one 
hundred  pairs  of  healthy  vjgorou.i  birds  aa  we 
have  often  seen  at  work  brf^ling  are  bought 
and  removed  to  other  (juarters  only  to  i-top 
breeding  for  an  indefinite  period,  there  i.*!  a 
cause  which  to  any  reasonable  mind  is  unfatb- 
oiiiable. 

Referring  to  your  question  of  eontbem 
fquabs,  allow  us  to  quote  the;  words  wbicb 
came  from  the  man  we  bought  our  Thank<»- 
giving  turkey  of.  Right  in  the  middle  of  biii 
stall  -was  a  barrel  of  dead  s^juabs — and  upon 
seeing  them  we  asked,  "  Where  do  you  buy 
squabs  by  the  barrel "  Tho.»e  were  bred  in 
Isew  .Jersey — and  we  get  lots  of  them."  "But 
do  you  prefer  to  i)ay  freight  when  you  can  buy 
them  nearer  home?"  "  AV'e  don't  pay  freight 
—we  pay  express."  "  Why  do  you  prefer  to 
buy  in  Xew  .Jersey?"  "They  are  better 
squabs  than  we  can  get  here,  as  a  rule,  and  we 
can  get  all  we  want.  We  could  have  ten  bar- 
rels here  in  forty-eight  liours  if  ne  needed 
them."  "  Can't  you  get  all  you  want  ;n  New 
England?"  "  Xo,  not  such  stuff  as  that." 
"  May  I  ask  for  an  idea  of  the  price  paid  for 
such  squabs  as  those?"  "Well,  those  are  about 
what  we  get  all  the  time,  and  those  cost  us 
about  §2.25  per  dozen.  Squabs  we  get  arouml 
here  are  not  half  as  good  as  those.  We  have 
one  party  who  sends  us  about  twenty  dozen 
per  week,  better  than  tho.se,  and  they  are  the 
only  ones  around  here.  The  most  of  the  squat>s 
we  get  here  are  only  duffers,  or  small  scrub 
stuff,  and  we  are  always  ready  to  pay  twenty- 
five  cents  for  a  good  fat  squab  raised  around 
here;  but  the  New  Jersey  and  PenDS7lvania 
squabs  are  way  ahead  of  anything,  as  you  can 
see  for  yourself.'' 

Well,  we  certainly  did  see  for  ourselves,  that 
the  squabs  in  the  barrel  were  excellent  speci- 
mens, and  the  thought  immediately  struck  us 
as  wecould  see  in  these  dead  squabs  the  Homer 
blood  largely  infused,  the  breeding  Homers 
sent  here  by  the  scores,  sold  for  one  dol- 
lar per  pidr  or  less,  are  some  that  have  bred 
these  barrels  of  squabs,  and  are  now  prac- 
tically exhausted  so  far  as  breeding  is  con- 
cerned. We  have  shipped  any  quantity  of 
squab  breeders  to  Xew  Jersey  ;uid  New  York 
states,  and  whenever  we  get  an  order  from  that 
section,  a  postscript  invariably  accompanies 
it :  "  don't  stand  on  price — quality  is  what  we 
are  after."  We  now  have  an  order  we  can't 
till  in  a  moment,  from  parties  in  Xew  .Jersey 
to  whom  we  have  sold  hundreds  of  birds,  and 
in  every  instance  they  have  done  well :  but  all 
have  been  crossed  up  after  arrival  there,  with 
larger  and  different  stock.  The  reason  why? 
Such  stock  is  in  demand,  and  more  satisfactory 
generally  is  this:  the  southern  breeder  looks 
at  what  he  is  getting,  not  what  he  is  pavins. 
The  Xew  England  breeder  is  apt  to  study  too 
closely  a  desire  to  buy  for  ?<•.<.■,<.  Xa  order  now 
lays  ou  our  desk,  word  for  word  as  here 
quoted : 

"Send  us  when  you  can  find  them,  twenty 
crosses  like  the  last,  only  larger  if  you  can. 
We  will  pay  the  price,  no  matter  so  we  get  the 
stuff  we  want." 

In  a  business  way,  how  seldom  it  is  we  hear 
such  words  from  parties  breeding  s«)uabs  for 
a  living,  as  these  people  .ire.  The  disposition 
is  generally,  if  an  article  is  for  sale  at  the 
only  object  seems  to  be  to  get  that  same  thins 
for  $2.,">0.  And  (re  0„n't  gel  it.  Th  is  i\s  the 
reason  ich)/. 


HOM  EKS.lar^'e.lu-alth' 
pair  ?■■':  4  p^iir^         y.  1,.' 
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HOMING  PIGEONS. 

\\  ell  brixi  binis  at  reasi>n.-*ble  prices, 
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EDITORIAL. 

We  Appreciate  It. 

The  publishers  ami  editors  of  Faem- 
PouLTRYwish  to  pul)licly  express  to  Messrs. 
Reed  &  Barton,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  their  keeu 
appreciatiou  of  the  exquisite  taste  and  high- 
class  workmanship  manifest  in  the  sterling  sil- 
ver cup,  manufactured  by  them  to  their  order, 
and  to  be  otVered  by  them  as  a  special  premium 
at  the  coming  Boston  show.  Messrs.  Reed  & 
Ba-rtou  have  a  reputation  for  first-class  work, 
and  in  placing  the  order  with  them  we  fully 
expected  something  fine ;  but  the  realization 
is  far  beyond  the  expectation,  and  we  ha\  e  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  (as  have  several  breeders 
who  have  seen  it)  "  It  is  by  far  the  handsom- 
est silver  cup  ever  oftered  in  America." 

Volume  7. 

With  this  number  begins  the  seventh  volume 
of  Fahm-Poultry  and  we  like  to  pause  a 
Moment  at  such  a  mile-stone,  look  back  over 
the  road  we  have  traversed,  take  note  of  the 
mistakes  that  they  may  aid  us  to  avoid  such  in 
future,  and  gather  inspiration  for  renewed 
effort  from  the  successes.  It  will  be  conceded, 
we  think,  by  all  our  readers,  that  the  past  year 
has  shown  a  distinct  advance  over  those  that 
preceded  it.  The  jjublishing  of  two  numbers 
a  month  was  a  notable  step  forward,  giving  us 
so  much  more  .space  we  could  take  up  matters 
which  must  otherwise  have  been  passed  by ; 
and  publishing  two  numbers  a  mouth  .has 
enabled  us  to  get  news  to  our  readers  while  it 
was  yet  news. 

The  most  prominent  feature  of  the  year  has 
been  the  special  illustrated  articles,  giving  the 
history  and  prominent  characteristics  of  some 
of  the  leading  varieties  of  poultry.  These 
histories  of  the  different  lireeds  will  be  con- 
tinued, probably  throughout  the  year. 

Dr.  Sanborn's  valuable  articles  on  poultry 
diseases  are  completed  by  the  article  on  "  Pre- 
venting Diseases,"  in  this  number.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  publishers  to  republish  those 
articles  in  book  form,  and  they  will  thus  be 
easily  accessible  for  instant  use. 

We  intend  to  keep  FARM-PotTLTRY  "  prac- 
tical;" and  we  plan  to  continue  the  helpful, 
instructive  work  of  the  past.  It  gratifies  us 
greatly  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  our  readers 
promptly  renew  their  subscriptions.  That  is 
the  best  proof  that  our  work  is  appreciated ; 
it  gratifies  us  also  that  so  large  a  number  of 


new  readers  are  coming  in  with  us.  We  wel- 
come okl  and  new  to  a  stronger  and  better 
paper,  and  we  wish  all  our  readers  a  happy 
and  prosperous  new  year. 

To  the  New  Readers. 

Several  thousand  new  readers  have  recently 
become  (or  soon  will  become)  acquainted  with 
Farm-Poultry,  and  it  is  fitting  that  we 
should  offer  them  a  word  of  explanation  as  to 
the  scope  and  purpose  of  this  paper. 

Farm-Poultry  aims  to  be  a  practical,  help- 
ful poultry  paper,  the  intention  being  to  offer 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  its  editors  and 
coutriliutors  to  those  who  want  to  make  their 
poultry  profitable.  "  Poultry  forProfit,"  is  its 
motto,  and  is  the  only  reason  for  its  existence. 
If  it  fails  in  that  one  particular  its  failure  is 
absolute. 

The  name  of  the  paper  expresses  this  mean- 
ing. It  isn't  "  Farm  and  Poultry,"  as  many 
seem  to  think  —  and  that  title  would  give  us 
all  the  broad  acres  of  the  farm  to  roam  over. 
We  could  talk  of  plowing,  and  planting,  and 
cultivating,  and  harvesting,  and  farm  machin- 
ery, and  farm  animals;  but  the  "  farm  "  is  no 
part  of  our  mission.  The  "poultry"  part  of 
the  farm  or  suburban  home  is  our  business, 
and  our  readers  of  the  past  si.x  years  will 
attest  that  we  stick  pretty  closely  to  our  text. 

Beyond  everything  else,  we  want  to  be  help- 
ful. The  editors  and  contributors  are  practical 
and  practicing  poultry  keepers ;  are  themselves 
studying  the  constantly  arising  problems  of 
the  business,  and  giving  the  fruits  of  their 
experience  in  these  columns. 

We  want  to  ask  particular  attention  to  the 
questions  and  answers  dejaartment,  which  is 
the  most  valuable  department  of  the  paper, 
and  one  of  the  strongest  and  best  features  ever 
introduced  into  a  paper.  It  is  an  "  experience 
meeting,"  and  the  special  feature  of  printing 
both  the  readers'  question  and  the  editors' 
answer  cannot  be  too  highly  commended. 
We  want  that  all  readers  should  feel  fi'ee  to 
ask  questions.  We  will  answer  them  to  the 
best  of  our  ability;  but  please  remember  that 
editors  are  human,  and  "  don't  know  it  all,'' 
hence  it  is  possible  (just  barely  possible)  that 
they  may  err  in  their  judgment. 

Farm-Poultry's  constituency  is  a  co-oper- 
ative society,  and  we  want  your  experiences 
and  observations  at  the  same  time  that  you 
get  ours ;  you  can  help  us  at  the  same  time 
that  we  are  trying  to  help  you.  Let  us  all 
work  together  in  the  making  of  Farm- 
Poultry  better; 

Preventing  Diseases. 

We  want  to  call  the  special  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  most  excellent  article  on  "  Pre- 
venting Diseases,"  on  page  .3  of  this  number. 
Prevention  is  ten  times  better  than  cure,  and 
ten  times  easier,  also;  hence  common  sense, 
business  economy,  everything,  urges  to  the 
precautions  to  "  prevent''  diseases  rather  than 
the  attempts  to  cure.  There  is  a  whole  volume 
of  poultry  wisdom  in  that  chapter,  and  a  care- 
ful study  of  it  will  be  suggestive,  helpful,  to 
all  of  us. 

It  Looks  Like  "  a  Scoop." 

The  good  news  of  lower  express  rates  con- 
spicuously announced  in  Farm-Poultry  Nov- 
ember 1st,  was  certainly  "  a  scoop,"  if  the 
treatment  of  so  important  a  matter  by  some 
of  the  poultry  ( ?)  papers  is  a  teet.  Here  is 
one ; — 

Mr.  Hewes,  secretary  of  the  A.  P.  A.,  has 
received  a  circular  from  the  large  express  com- 
panies in  which  they  agree  to  ship  fowls  as 
follows :  "  Poultry,  live,  other  than  for  market 
except  in  cloth  covered  coops,  may  be  carried 
at  merchandise  rates.  When  in  cloth  covered 
coops,  double  merchandise  rates.  In  effect 
Nov.  15."  It  would  seem  that  light  wooden 
boxes  are  the  proper  things  to  ship  in  now. 

"  Straws  show  which  way  the  wind  blows," 
and  such  a  "  straw  "  as  the  above  is  sure  proof 
that  F.-P.  "  got  a  scoop  "  in  that  express-rates 
notice. 

The  Commercial  Side. 

Poultry  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
commercial  side  of  the  poultry  business  is 
most  important  after  all.  While  the  fancier 
is  a  necessary  part  of  this  development,  the 
market  business  is  the  ultimate  result.  That 
this  is  so,  no  wise  man  can  dispute,  and  that 
the  commercial  side  is  coming  nearer  the  front 
each  year,  no  one  can  deny.  Fowls  were 
created  for  food  ;  and  while  exhibitions  give 
us  the  highest  standard  that  man  can  attain 
for  beauty,  these  exhibitions  should  not  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  fresh  table  eggs,  and  fine 
carcasses,  are  points  that  must  not  be  neglected. 


Information  Wanted. 

To  The  Americtm  Fancier: 

There  certainly  can  come  no  harm  from  the 
request,  as  it  comes  from  a  member  of  the 
A.  P.  A.,  and  from  one  who  really  is  interested 
in  the  association's  interest,  (no  axe  to  grind, 
as  I  don't  want  an  office) ,  and  simply  to  satisfy 
my  own  curiosity,  and  also  for  the  sake  of 
several  other  members  who  would  very  much 
like  to  know.  I  will  ask  that  a  list  of  those 
members  who  had  a  right  to  vote  and  who  did 
vote  for  the  place  of  holding  of  the  next  A.  P. 
A.  meeting  be  published  in  The  American 
Fancier,  and  how  each  man  voted?  The 
secretary,  of  course,  to  furni.sh  the  desired 
information.  There  can  be  no  reason  for 
keeping  this  matter  a  secret,  and  we  all  would 
hke  to  know  how  many  votes  were  cast?  Who 
cast  them?  And  for  what  place  they  voted? 

"  ZiM." 

Gloversville,N.  Y.,  Deo.  2,1895.— ^uiericow 
Fancier,  Dec.  21. 

[We  would  much  like  to  see  the  list  of  those 
who  voted  for  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
A.  P.  A.,  and  how  they  voted.  It  would  make 
"  mighty  interestin'  readin'"  in  some  sections 
of  New  England,  we  fancy.  See  "  Fair  Play's '' 
letter  on  page  9,  of  this  number. —  Ed.  F.-P.] 

Why  a  Woman's  Department  ?  " 

We  are  asked  again  to  add  a  woman's 
department,  or  women's  page,  IoFarm-Poul- 
TitY,  and  can  only  reply,  as  we  have  replied 
before,  that  we  cannot  see  a  good  and  sufficient 
reason  for  so  doing.  In  what  way  is  poultry 
Iceeping  by  women  different  from  poultry 
keeping  by  men?  Are  not  the  same  principles 
of  cleanliness  of  houses,  nests,  runs,  etc.,  and 
the  same  food  elements  and  good  stock  essen- 
tial in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other?  If  so, 
why  differentiate  because  of  sex,  and  say 
"  women  should  feed  this  way  and  men  that," 
etc.  If  we  are  right  in  this  position,  there  is 
no  neetl  of  a  special  "  women's  department" 
in  a  poultry  paper,  and  such  "  women's 
pages"  as  we  have  taken  time  to  glance  over 
have  shown  a  remarkable  tendency  to  personal 
chit  chat  and  gossip,  with  little  (if  any) 
attention  to  the  special  subject  we  would 
expect  to  find  occupying  the  space.  We 
believe  in  poultry  keeping  by  women,  for 
many  reasons,  the  most  weighty  one  being 
well  expressed  in  the  letter  of  Mrs.  Bee,  page 
241,  August  1st  F.-P.,  and  Dr.  Sanborn's 
"  Recreation  for  Housewives,"  page  273,  Sep- 
tember 1st  F.-P. ;  but  we  cannot  see  anything 
to  be  gained  by  adding  a  "  women's  depart- 
ment"' to  this  paper;  and  as  such  a  departs 
ment  might  tend  to  draw  the  attention  of 
some  readers  away  from  (instead  of  attracting 
to)  poultry  for  profit,  we  will  keep  on  as  we 
have  been  doing,  and  preach  "  poultry  for 
profit''  for  both  men  and  women. 

Plymouth  Rocks  at  Boston. 

If  rumors  count  for  anything  there  will 
surely  be  a  grand  display  of  Barred  and  White 
P.  Rocks  at  the  coming  Boston  show.  Besides 
the  two  valuable  silver  cups  offered,  the  regu- 
lar and  special  prizes  on  these  varieties  amount 
to  over  $200  in  cash. 

Earnest  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  N.  E. 
Barred  and  White  P.  Rock  Club  to  get  all 
breeders  of  these  varieties  to  send  their  birds 
to  Boston,  and  we  wish  to  see  the  small  breed- 
ers as  well  as  the  larger  ones  with  their  best 
birds. 

We  desire  to  have  every  breeder  of  P.  Rocks 
in  New  England  join  our  club  before  or  at  our 
annual  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
exhibition  building  at  1.30  P.  M.,  Thursday, 
Jan. 16th. 

The  annual  banquet  of  our  club  will  be  held 
at6..30  P.M.,  -Tan.  16th,  and  we  cordially  invite 
all  lovers  of  P.  .Rocks  to  be  with  us  on  this 
occasion. 

Plymouth  Rock  breeders  —  come  to  the 
Boston  show.  Bring  your  birds.  We'll  give 
you  honest  judging,  and  a  good  time. 

A.  C.  Hawkins, 

Pres.  N.  E.  Barred  and  White  P.  Rock  Club. 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  Dec.  23,  95. 

Women  and  Poultry. 

Dr.  Sanborn  is  right.  The  out  door  work 
it  gives  to  women  to  attend  to  a  flock  of  hens 
can't  help  but  be  beneficial  to  their  physical 
and  mental  health.  But,  as  he  says,  don't 
waste  your  time  on  mongrels ;  get  good  breeds, 
and  let  Miss  Fanny  Field  have  the  "  common 
hen  "  if  she  wants  it.  i'ou  get  the  uncommon 
hen.  —  Southern  Fancier. 


January  1 

Boston  Show  Notes. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Sewell  will  be  at  our  show  to 
make  drawings  for  the  Boston  papers,  and  is 
to  make  a  full  report  of  the  show  for  the 
Feathered  World,  London,  England.  This 
is,  probably,  the  first  time  an  English  poultry 
paper  has  sent  a  correspondent  to  report  an 
American  show. 

There  are  already  a  goodly  number  of 
entries,  and  the  pigeon  entries  are  coming  in 
in  large  numbers.  An  entry  is  expected  from 
Mr.  Geo.  W.  Vanderbilt,  from  his  estate,  Bilt- 
more,  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Rankin  will  have 
three  incubators  in  operation  (one  hatching 
ducks),  and  the  Plymouth  Incubator  Co.  w  ill 
have  several  machines  in  operation. 

A  Mistake. 

Editor  Farm-Poultry  : 

The  premium  list  of  the  Bcston  Poultry 
Association  has  this  announcement,  which  is  a. 
mistake:  "Mr.  J.  L.  Hanchett  of  Westfield,, 
Mass.,  offers  for  best  Barrett  Plymouth  Rock 
male  a  silver  cup  value  |5."  It  should  be  an 
elegant  silver  mounted  whip,  the  wholesale 
price  of  which  is  not  less  than  $5.  The  win- 
ner's name  will  be  engraved  on  the  whip  if  he 
or  she  desires  to  have  it. 

G.  W.  Ckomack,  Ass't  Sec'y, 
Boston  Show. 
Editor  Farm-Pouhry  : 

The  Boston  Poultry  Association  have  decided 
to  make  its  entries  free  on  dressed  poultry, 
eggs,  etc.  The  management  of  this  depart- 
ment has  been  offered  to  Messrs.  Rudd  ifc  Son, 
of  Boston,  who  now  have  the  matter  under 
consideration.  The  Messrs.  Rudd  are  the  best 
known  poultry  and  game  dealers  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  if  they  undertake  this  work  its  suc- 
cess is  assured.  Mr.  Samual  Cushman,  super- 
intendent of  the  poultry  department  of  the 
Rhode  Island  experiment  station,  will  judge 
the  exhibits,  and  with  Messrs.  Rudd  &  Son  to 
manage,  we  feel  we  have  secured  the  best  men 
possible. 

This  department  can  be  made  very  instruct- 
ive as  well  as  interesting.  If  the  Boston  show 
is  to  get  in  future  an  appropriation  from  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  it  is  in  duty  bound  to 
do  its  best  to  further  the  practical  idea  of  poul- 
try interests.  Keen,  straightforward  competi- 
tion between  the  poultry  raisei-,  provision 
dealer  and  breeder  of  thoroughbred  stock  can- 
not but  prove  a  mutual  benefit,  as  well  as  a 
splendid  advertisement  to  those  who  exhibit. 
The  Boston  show  must  prove  a  social  event, 
and  its  patrons  will  learn  who  have  really 
good  poultry  and  eggs  for  their  table,  as  well 
as  where  to  purchase  thoroughbred  stock  for 
their  country  business;  while  the  poultry 
raisers  and  farmers  may  learn  some  valuable 
points  in  preparing  their  stutt' for  so  particular 
a  market  as  Boston — points  that  may  bring 
them  in  a  handsome  profit  if  carefully  carried 
out. 

We  expect  that  this  department  will  be  very 
complete,  and  that  the  local  provision  dealers 
and  poultry  raisers  will  take  hold  vi'ith  a  will; 
and  help  us  give  this  part  of  the  coming  great 
Boston  show  the  importance  it  deserves., 
Remember,  the  entries  are  free.  Entries  can 
be  sent  and  any  information  given  by  address- 
ing C.  M.  Weld,  Sec'y,  131  Devonshire  St.„ 
Bcston.   Entries  close  Jan.  1st. 

The  prospects  in  the  poultry,  pigeon  and 
cat  department  are  most  satisfactory  to  the 
executive  committee,  and  everything  points  to 
a  really  good  show.  I  would  ask  those  who 
can,  to  send  in  their  entries  as  soon  as  possible. 
Entries  close  Jan.  l.st,  but  those  who  are  able 
would  help  lessen  the  labors  of  the  secretary 
by  sending  earlier.  Calls  for  our  premium  list 
continue  to  be  great,  greater  in  fact  thau  we 
had  hoped  even  in  our  most  sanguine  moments. 
If  this  is  any  indication  (and  we  believe  it  is). 
Mechanics  building  will  be  taxed  to  hold  the 
exhibits.  I  urge  our  brother  fanciers  once 
more  to  send  us  their  entries  as  early  as  con- 
venient. A.  R.  Sharp,  Supt. 


No  Show  in  Concord,  N.  H. 

Mr.  Editor : — It  has  been  voted  by  the  New 
Hampshire  Poultry  Association  not  to  hold  a 
show  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  this  season. 

This  course  was  deemed  advisable  on  account 
of  other  attractions  occupying  the  attention  of 
poultry  men,  foremost  of  which  is  the  coming 
show  at  Boston.   Yours  truly, 

Geo.  K.  Hazeltdste, 

Concord,  N.  H.,  Dec.  14. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Questions  Brieflj-  Answered. 

[Any  ol  tlie  numbers  ol  Faeji-Poultky  retori  td 
|i>  below,  will  be  supplied  at  the  rate  ot  «ve  cents 
eiicL.J 

Marble  Gkit.  —  (E.  11.  P.,  ilarylutul) : 
L'rusbeil  max'ble  makes  good  gtit. 

Damp  HorsES.—  (A.  W.,  reuiiii.) :  Damp 
houses  cause  broucbitis — a  rattliug  in  the 
Ihi'oat. 

Mr.  Felch's  Address.— (W.  S.  F.,  Mo.) : 
Mr.  I.  K.  Felch's  address  is  Natick,  Mass. 

Moulting.  —  (F.  L.  €.,  Xew  York) :  It 
lakes  about  one  humlred  days  for  a  fowl  to 
moult. 

Canker.— (E.  L.  M.,  Mass.) :  — We  gave 
treatment  for  canker  in  the  December  1st 
issue,  page  376. 

Broiler  Breed.— (L.  L.  D.,Xew  Jersey) : 
The  White  Wyandotte  is  considered  the  best 
of  purebreds  for  broiler  purposes. 

Too  Many  JIeais.- (E.  W.  K.,  Xew 
York) :  Three  meals  a  day  are  plenty.  Feed- 
ing four  or  five  times,  is  a  mistake. 

COfMissiON  Merchants.  —  (L.  H..  Xew 
York)  :  W.  H.  Rudd,  Sou  ■.tCo.,10  Merchants 
How,  Boston,  are  rell.tble  merchants  to  ship 
eggs  to. 

Foster  Mothers.  —  (G.  K.  M.,  New  Jer- 
sey) :  Capons  will  at  times  attend  to  young 
chicks  with  as  good  care  as  would  the  mother 
hens. 

Swelling,  -i-  (E.  E.  H.,  Mass.) :  For 
swelling  under  eye,  bathe  daily  with  warm 
water  and  castile  soap.  Also  put  ten  drops  of 
aconite  in  the  drinking  w'ater. 

Capons.  —  (L.  H.  F.,  New  York) :  Capon- 
izing  is  prolitable  after  one  becomes  expert  at 
it.  The  best  prices  are  obtained  during  the 
winter  and  spring  months. 

Caten-ne  Pepper.  —  (J.  C.  D.,  New  Jer- 
sey) :  Cayenne  i)epper  is  apt  to  produce  liver 
disease.  If  you  feed  it  at  all,  give  only  twice 
a  week. 

Rheumatism.— (H.  G.  R.,  Colo.):  Ballie 
the  legs  daily  with  liniment,  and  give  nour- 
ishing food,  to  which  add  Sheridan's  Condi- 
tion Powder.  Keep  the  bird  separated  from 
the  flock. 

Cost  of  Food.  —  (G.  K.  M.,  New  Jersey) : 
One  dollar  per  head  is  a  safe  average  to  figure 
on  in  estimating  the  cost  of  feeding  hens,  per 
year. 

Breeding  Cockerel.  —  (£.  R.  P.,  Mary- 
land) :  A  cockerel  of  any  breed,  excepting 
Asiatic,  should  be  able  to  produce  good  results 
at  nine  mouths  of  age.  Y'earlings,  however, 
are  best. 

Inci:bator.  —  (E.  R.  P.,  Maryland):  The 
furnace  thirty  feet  away  from  the  incubator 
may,  or  may  not,  affect  the  running  of  the 
latter.   A  few  tests  wotild  settle  the  matter. 

Sore  Eyes.  —  (T.  H.,  New  Jersey) :  Bathe 
daily  with  warm  water;  add  Condition 
Powder  to  the  soft  food,  and  put  about  ten 
drops  of  aconite  in  a  quart  of  drinking  water. 

Broilers.— (E.  R.  P.,  Maryland):  Broil- 
ers can  be  h.ilched  any  time.  Ordinarily, 
broiler  men  begin  operations  in  January.  The 
birds  are  marketed  when  about  one  and  a  half 
pounds,  each,  in  weight. 

Eggs  for  Shipment.— (L.  H.,  New- 
York)  :  Eggs  should  be  shipped  at  least  once 
a  week.  If  no  males  are  mated  to  the  females, 
the  eggs  will  remain  good  twice  as  long. 

Ulcerated  Throat.  —  (E.  T.,  Penna.) : 
Open  the  bill  and  powder  the  mouth  and 
throat  with  a  mixture  of  pulverized  borax 
and  chloral*  of  potash.  Feed  on  cooked  food 
only,  to  which  add  a  little  of  Sheridan's  Con- 
dition Powder. 

Why  IIkxs  Don't  Lay.— (F.  B.  O., 
Conn.) :  Late-hatched  pullets  may  not  lay 
until  February,  not  being  fully  developed. 
Uld  fowls  moulting  late  are  apt  to  hold  off 
until  spring.  A  too-fat  condition  checks  egg 
production. 

Scaly  Legs.  —  (T.  II.,  New  Jersey)  :  First 
wash  the  feet  and  legs  with  warm  water  and 
castile  soap.  Then  wipe  dry  and  apply  an 
ointment  made  of  equal  parts  of  kerosene  ami 
melted  lard.   Repeat  daily  until  cured. 


Dead  Aximal.s.  —  (F.  L.  (  .,  New  York) : 
It  is  not  advisable  to  feed  meat  of  animals 
that  have  Jied  from  disease,  or  which  have 
died  suddenly  from  no  apparent  disease. 
Meat  for  poultry  should  be  as  pure  as  it  would 
have  to  be  for  family  use. 


Bkoii.eu  Eggs.  —  (L.  L.  D.,  New  Jersey) : 
Moth  the  Pine  Tree  Farm,  Jamesburg,  N.  J., 
and  D.  A.  Mount,  of  the  same  place,  sell 
broiler  eggs  and  stock. 


Crossing  for  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:— Do  you  tliink  Wbitc  Wyaiidottes  ami 
Siugle  Comb  lirown  Leghorns  would  make  a  good 
cross  for  egg  purposes— and  if  it.  would  be  better  to 
cross  the  Leghorn  male  with  the  Wyandotte  female, 
or  vice  versa,  A.  F.  F. 

Sherbrooke,  Canada. 

It  is  not  advisable  to  make  any  cross  for  egg 
production,  as  pullets,  crossbreds  are  gener- 
ally better  layers  than  thoroughbreds;  but 
after  the  pullet  state  is  passed,  the  thorough- 
breds take  the  lead  and  keep  it.  A  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorn  would  be  better  to 
cross  on  the  White  Wyandotte  than  a  Siugle 
Comb  Brown  Leghorn  male;  but  in  such  a 
cold  country  as  Canada,  we  should  think  the 
White  Wyandotte,  as  a  purebred,  would  be 
all  that  could  be  desired  for  both  eggs  and 
meat. 


Feeding  Pop  Corn. 

Mr.  Editor:— What  is  your  opinion  o£  the  refuse 
from  pop  corn  factories  as  a  poultry  food  ?  It  comes 
cheaper  than  yellow  corn,  and  I  opine  it  contains  the 
same  elements,  but  may  be  harder  to  digest. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  F.  L.  F. 

We  never  fed  pop  corn,  but  are  told  that  it 
contains  more  nitrogen  and  phosphates  than 
Indian  corn,  which,  we  should  say,  would 
make  it  an  excellent  grain,  by  way  of  variety, 
with  wheat  and  oats. 


Too  Little  Capital. 

Mr.  Edit  or ;—  Cau  two  men  make  money  with  a  com- 
bined capital  of  two  hundred  dollars,  by  keeping  poul- 
try tor  eggs  and  table  use  ?  L.  C.  F. 

Alliauy,  X.  Y. 

They  can  make  good  interest  on  the  invest- 
ment ;  but  $200  would  not  make  a  business  for 
one  man,  much  less  two.  A  100-foot  hennery 
would  take  all  the  cash,  and  there  would  not 
be  a  cent  left  to  buy  stock.  Where  so  little 
money  is  on  hand,  the  start  must  be  made 
accordingly,  and  the  plant  must  grow  gradu- 
ally as  the  income  affords. 


Breeds  for  Egg  Farming. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  about  starting  to  keep  poultry 
principally  for  eggs,  and  wouUl  like  your  opinion  on 
what  would  be  the  most  profitable  to  start  with— 
tlioroughbreds  or  crosses?  If  thoroughbreds,  what 
In  eed ;  also  what  crosses,  11  such  ?  A.  S. 

Bayonue.  N..). 

In  more  ways  than  one,  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  start  with  thoroughbreds;  and  with 
good  warm  houses,  good  feed  and  good  care. 
Leghorns  or  Minorcas  would  give  a  bountiful 
supply  of  eggs;  but  we  really  believe  that 
such  breeds  as  the  Plymouth  Rocks  or  Wyan- 
dottes  will  lay  more  eggs  during  winter. 

Of  crosses,  the  best  that  the  writer  (the 
junior  editor)  has  ever  tried,  especially  for 
winter  laying,  was  a  cross  of  Black  Minorca 
on  Bhick  Laugshau  hens. 


The  Reserve  Cock  Bird. 

Mr.  Editor;— How  would  you  advise  feeding  the 
reserve  cock  used  in  rotation  with  the  one  with  the 
hens  in  breeding,  and  while  he  is  in  the  coop? 

South  Vinelaud.  X..J.  F.  A. 

The  bird  should  be  fed  whole  wheat  in  the 
morning,  and  meat  or  green  cut  bone,  and 
green  food  at  noon,  and  a  little  corn  at  night. 


Moving  Laj'ing  Hens. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  bought  one  hundred  hens  from  a 
party  in  .Jamesburg,  and  moved  tlieni  here  live  weeks 
ago,  but  am  oidy  averaging  six  eggs  per  day,  and  yet 
I  am  feeding  as  you  do.   What  Is  the  trouble? 

South  Viueland,  N.  .J.  F.  A. 

Moving  laying  hens,  especially  a  distance, 
will  check  laying  for  some  time.  Even  mov- 
ing about  from  one  house  to  another  on  the 
same  farm  has  the  same  tendency.  They  no 
doubt  will  more  fully  respond  before  long,  if 
they  are  not  too  old. 

Comb  Frosted. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Can  you  tell  nie  of  anything  to  |)ut 
on  a  cockerel's  comb  after  It  has  been  touched  by 
frost,  to  prevent  it  from  dropping  otV?       ii.  A.  B. 

Buxton  Centre,  Me. 

There  is  nothing  better  for  combs  touched 
by  frost  than  vaseline,  or  petroleum  jelly. 
Anoint  e:ich  night. 


Capon  and  l*roiIer  Breeds. 

Mr.  Editor:— Will  you  please  tell  me  which  breed 
or  cross  Is  best  for  capons?  I>o  capons  pay?  Which 
Is  the  best  breed  for  broilers?  K.  I. 

Philadelphia,  i'a. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks  are  liked  the  best  for 
caponizing.  The  work  of  producing  capons 
pays  when  in  skillful  hands,  but  ordinarily  it 
is  not  so  profitable.  At  least,  this  is  the 
experience  and  testimony  of  the  experiment 
stations. 

The  White  Wyandottes  undoubtedly  make 
the  best  broilers  of  any  of  the  pure  breeds. 


Rose  Comb  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Is  there  a  breed  known  as  the  Rose 
Comb  White  Plymouth  Rocks?  If  so,  where  could  I 
obtain  them?  I  think  such  combs  for  this  climate 
w  ould  be  desirable.  B.  A.  W. 

Sibley,  Iowa. 

There  is  no  Rose  Comb  White  Plymouth 
Rock  breed  ;  but  the  nearest  to  it,  or  rather  a 
comb  that  would  come  the  nearest  to  your 
purpose,  is  the  I'eu  Comb  White  Plymouth 
Rocks,  of  which  information  can  be  had  by 
writing  to  H.  S.  Babcock,324  Butler  Exchange, 
Providence,  li.  I. 


Comb  Lops  Over. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  a  cock  wlu>secomb  is  naturally 
very  straight,  but  which  a  few  days  ago  began  to  cant 
to  one  side.  What  is  the  cause?  B.  A.  li. 

Buxton  Centre,  Me. 

This  is  due  to  deficiency  in  blood,  and  may 
be  caused  by  overcrowding,  defective  ventila- 
tion, and  poor  light  in  the  hennery.  Or,  it 
may  come  from  some  debilitating  disease.  If 
the  parents  of  the  bird  were  :it  one  time 
afflicted,  the  younger  stock  is  apt  to  inherit  tlie 
weakness.  See  treatment  given  in  the  Novem- 
ber 1st  issue,  page,  343. 


Coal  Ashes  for  Droppings. 

Mr.  Editor: — Are  sifted  coal  ashes  good  to  sprinkle 
over  the  droppings?  Do  they  lessen  the  value  for 
fertilizing? 

2d.  My  hens  will  not  wallow  in  finely  sifted  dry 
coal  ashes,  and  yet  they  are  lousy.  How  can  I  get 
them  to  wallow  ?  I  have  made  a  good  bed  of  them  in 
the  corner  of  the  hennery.  W.  E.  P. 

South  Orange,  X.  J. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  sprinkle  sifted  coal  ;ishes 
over  the  droppings.  They  make  a  good  com- 
post with  the  latter,  and  increase  the  value  of 
the  fertilizer. 

2d.  You  can  lead  a  horse  to  water,  but  it  is 
a  trick  to  make  him  drink.  So  with  the  hens. 
Y'ou  can  make  the  dust  bath,  but  it  will  bq 
impossible  to  make  the  hens  wallow  in  it.  But 
we  believe  the  hens  will  wallow  iu  the  ashes 
when  they  are  ready,  just  as  the  horse  will 
drink  when  he  needs  the  water. 

Wallowing  in  ashes  or  road  dust  assists  in 
ridding  the  hens  of  lice,  but  it  is  not  an  infalli- 
ble cure.  Dust  well  with  insect  powder,  and 
use  the  other  precautions  given  from  time  to 
time  in  these  columns. 

Feeding  Shells. 
Mr.  Editor:— Is  it  necessary  to  feed  hens  with  shells 
when  they  can  get  boiled  beef  and  bone?  P.  L, 

Exeter,  N.  H. 

It  would  not  be  strictly  necessary  to  feed 
shells  when  bone  is  given,  but  it  would  be  all 
the  better  to  add  them  to  the  bill  of  fare.  The 
hens  need  lime  for  the  manufacture  of  egg 
shells,  and  they  m:iy  not  always  be  able  to 
secure  sufficient  in  the  bone  and  grains.  We 
should  never  think  of  omitting  the  shells 
from  the  diet. 


Coal  Ashes  for  Scratching  Pens. 

Mr.  Editor:- What  do  you  think  ot  coal  sishes  in  the 
scratching  i>eus?  Do  you  think  it  injurious  or  bene- 
ficial to  the  fowls?  G.  S.  H. 

Groveland,  M:uss. 

Coal  ashes  are  valuable  in  the  scratching 
pens  in  two  ways:  First,  when  sifted,  they 
make  good  dust  baths  ;  and.  second,  consider- 
able grit  can  be  gathered  from  them.  But 
they  are  apt  to  freeze  during  the  winter  so 
that  they  would  not  do  for  scratching  m:i- 
terial. 

Feeding  Cabbage  and  Clover. 

Mr.  Editor:— How  much  c.nblwige  should  be  fed  in 
summer  and  winter? 

2d.  Should  cut  clover  be  fed  when  ciblwge  is  given 
them?  ll.G.  M. 

Brockton,  Mass. 

.■\s  long  as  you  have  it.  keep  a  cabbage  head 
hanging  in  the  hen  house.  When  one  he:id  is 
eaten,  hang  up  another.  The  hens  will  not  eat 
more  of  it  than  what  they  need.  Cut  clover 
can  be  fed  at  the  same  time,  and  should  be  if 
o:isily  obtjiiued. 


Baff  l«ehom  Disqualification)). 

Mr.  Editor: — What  are  the  disqaa1ificatlon>)  of  liuS 
Leghorns?  I  have  a  pen  of  theuj,  and  wlnh  to  mate 
them,  but  am  s/imewhat  in  doubt.  G.  .S.  U. 

Groveland,  Masb. 

The  disqualifications  of  Buff  Leghorn.?,  as 
given  by  the  .Standard,  are  feathers  or  down  oo 
shanks  or  feet,  or  red  iu  ear-lobes  covering 
more  than  half  the  surface;  combs  in  the 
male  birds  twi-ted  or  falling  over  to  one  .i-ide; 
decidedly  wry  or  squirrel  tails;  crooked  or 
reached  backs;  shanks  other  than  yellow  in 
color;  white  in  the  face;  solid  white  or  solid 
back  feathers  in  any  part  of  plumage;  the  lat- 
ter, however,  are  excepted  in  the  tails  of 
males,  and  in  the  primaries  and  secondaries  of 
the  wings  of  both  sexes. 


The  Xew  Standard. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  wish  to  know  how  many  breeds  are 
described  In  the  new  Standard  of  Perfection. 
Monesville,  Tcnn.  W.  S.  O. 

The  New  Standard  io  Class  I.,  gives  four 
varieties  of  Plymouth  Bocks  ;  five  Wyan- 
dottes; three  .Javas;  one  Dominique;  and  one 
.Jersey  Blue.  Class  II.,  two  Brahmas;  four 
Cochins;  and  two  Langsbans.  Class  IIL, 
eight  Leghorns;  two  Minorcas;  one  Auda- 
lusian;and  one  Spanish.  Class  lA'.,  eight 
Polish.  Class  T.,  six  Hamburgs;  one  Bed- 
cap;  two  Campines.  Class  VI.,  one  Iloudan  ; 
one  Crevectt-ur;  one  La  Fleche.  Cla-ss  VII., 
three  Dorkings.  Class  VIII.,  eight  Games; 
eight  Game  Bantams ;  one  Indian  Game;  and 
one  Malay.  Class  IX.,  thirteen  Bantams. 
Class  X.,  oneeach  of  Russian, Sumatra,  Silky, 
Sultan,  Frizzles  and  Rumpless  fowls.  Class 
XL,  six  turkeys.  Class  XII. ,  ten  ducks. 
Class  XIII.,  seven  geese. 


Mashes  in  Winter. 

Mr.  Editor:— Is  it  safe  to  fee<l  hens  during  winter 
with  a  hot  mash  In  the  morning?  A  friend  of  mine 
told  me  that  the  soft  food  will  cool  off  in  the  crop  and 
chill  them.  Will  you  enlighten  me  in  the  matter? 

Exeter,  N.  H.  p.  L. 

Your  friend  is  trying  to  become  "  scientific." 
Winter  is  the  most  important  lime  of  the  year 
to  feed  mashes,  and  there  is  no  more  reason 
for  the  warm  mash  chilling  the  crop  than  the 
stomach  iu  man  being  chilled  by  eating  a 
cooked  meal  on  a  cold  day. 


A  Good  Cross. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  lud  some  Wlnte  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  Houdans.  and  I  crossed-them,  Plymouth  Rock 
cock  on  Houdan  hens.  Some  of  tlie  young  hens  are 
laying,  and  they  were  not  hatched  until  Jlav  liith. 
What  kind  of  a  cross  will  they  make?  They  are 
Barred  in  color,  with  top-knots,  and  five  toes. 

Y.tles,  Pa.  W.  E.M. 

That  would  be  a  good  cross  for  eggs,  and 
pretty  good  for  meat ;  the  weak  point  in  the 
latter  part  of  it  being  that  the  Houdans  have 
while  skin — and  yellow  skin  is  most  desired 
in  America. 

Y'ou  would  probably  get  better  all-round 
results  with  a  cross  of  White  P.  Bock  and 
White  Wyandotte,  crossing  in  and  out,  males 
of  one  breed  one  year  and  of  the  other  breed 
the  next.  That  would  make  a  splendid  cross 
for  both  eggs  and  dressed  poultry;  and,  fol- 
lowing the  lines  here  laid  down,  could  "go  on 
forever,"  like  Tennyson's  brook. 


Has  a  Freak. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  friend  who  has  a  hen  lliat  is 
eight  years  old — and  she  has  three  wings  and  tlirt^ 
legs.  What  do  you  think  of  that  ?  W.  E.  M. 

Yates,  Pa. 

We  think  your  friend  has  a  freak,  or  that 
you  are  telling  a  "  whopper."  Why  should  he 
keep  such  a  thing  eight  years?  It  is  eating  the 
food  of  a  hen  th:it  would  be  profitable. 


:  Will 

:  Ayer's  Cherry 

I  Pectoral 

J  cure  your  cough  .■    Unless  it's 

'  some    unhe.ird-of  kind   of  a 

■  cough.    Probably  would  cure. 

■  anyway.  //  cures  all  cotti^hs 
'  and  colds. 
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Bolton  Grays. 

Mr.  Editor:— Can  you  give  me  auy  iDlormation 
about  the  fowls  that  used  to  be  called  Bolton  Grays? 
Where  can  I  purchase  some?  J.  F.  C. 

Attleboro,  Mass. 

The  Bolton  Grays  bave  been  merged  into 
the  Silver  Penciled  Hamburgs.  They  received 
their  name,  "  Bolton  Grays,"  on  account  of 
the  immense  nnmber  bred  in  the  district  of 
Bolton,  England.  See  our  advertising  col- 
umns for  Hamburgs. 


Cock  or  Cockerel  for  Breeding. 

Mr.  Editor:— Which  would  you  advise  rae  to  breed 
from  next  March  and  April,  to  get  yigorous,  healthy 
chicks— a  cockerel  hatched  June  12,  1S95,  no  relation 
to  the  pullets,  or  a  cock  that  came  from  the  same  lot 
of  chicks  as  the  mothers  of  the  pullets,  and  is,  com- 
monly spealdng,  a  half-uncle  to  the  pullets?  The  cock 
will  be  two  years  old  next  May;  the  cockerel  will  not 
be  a  year  old  until  the  coming  June.  C.  R.  T. 

Germantown,  N.Y. 

If  the  cock  bird  is  satisfactory  in  points 
desired,  we  should  rather  breed  from  him,  and 
mate  the  cockerel  to  tlie  old  heus. 


Fluff  of  Leghorns. 

Mr.  Editor:— Should  the  fluff  of  Brown  Leghorn 
males  be  black,  or  is  it  tipped  with  red?  I  have  an 
old  copy  of  the  Standard,  but  it  does  not  state  how  it 
is  colored. 

The  flulfin  Brown  Leghorn  males  should  be 
rather  short  and  black.  In  the  females  rather 
short,  but  more  fully  developed  than  in  male, 
and  of  an  ashy  brown  color. 


Leghorns  are  Foragers. 

Mr.  Editor:— 1  liave  both  Legliorns  and  Plymouth 
Books,  and  can  yard  only  one  of  the  breeds;  tlie 
other  will  have  free  range.  Which  one  would  give 
the  best  results  when  yarded?  R.  W.  M. 

PhUers,  Ala. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks  do  better  in  confine- 
ment than  Leghorns.  The  latter  being  more 
active,  are  better  foragers,  and  should  have 
the  free  range.  The  Plymouth  Rocks,  how- 
ever, must  be  kept  exercising,  or  they  will 
become  too  fat  when  confined. 


Nervous  Trouble. 

Mr.  Editor :— 1  have  a  cockerel  andpuUet  that  shake 
their  heads  as  though  they  did  not  feel  good.  Wliat 
shall  I  do  for  it?  J.E.  L. 

Athol,  Mass. 

This  is  a  nervous  trouble,  generally  due  to 
close  inbreeding.  There  is  really  nothing  seri- 
ous about  it.  Try  aconite  in  the  drinking 
water  (ten  drops  to  a  quart).  If  that  does  not 
relieve,  after  a  week's  trial,  change  to  the 
same  amount  of  belladonna  (homoeopathic). 


Running  a  Brooder. 

Mr,  Editor: —  If  I  should  put  the  inside  brooder  in  a 
partitioned  space  in  the  poultry  house,  would  it  be 
too  cold  for  the  chicks, —  and  would  I  haveany  trouble 
regulating  it? 

2d .  At  what  degrees  of  heat  should  the  brooder  he 
kept,—  and  when  will  the  chicks  be  able  to  leave  it? 

Arlington,  Md.  E.  B.  P. 

If  the  brooder  in  question  is  a  practical  one, 
it  will  do  good  work  in  any  well  constructed 
outbuilding.  But  it  should  never  be  used  in 
a  poultry  house  where  part  of  the  building 
is  devoted  to  keeping  fowls.  Sooner  or  later, 
such  an  arrangement  would  infest  all  the  young 
with  lice. 

2d.  Brooders  are  generally  started  at  90 
degrees  heat,  and  kept  at  that  for  a  week  or 
so,  when  the  heat  is  gradually  reduced  as  the 
chicks  grow.  Starting  the  brooder  at  too  high 
a  temperature  is  not  advisable,  from  the  fact 
that  there  is  more  likelihood  of  troubles 
from  catching  cold  at  a  high  than  a  moderate 
amount  of  heat.  Cliioks  must  be  confined  to 
broodersuntil  ready  for  market,  (when  broilers 
are  wanted)  which  will  be  about  the  :age  of 
twelve  to  sixteen  weeks. 


In  and  Out  Crossing  of  Wyandottes  and 
Lt.  Brahmas. 

Mr. Editor:— How,  in  your  opinion,  would  the  in 
and  out  crossing  of  White  Wyandottes  and  Lt.  Brah- 
mas, after  the  manner  ot  the  Rhode  Island  breeders 
with  Partridge  Cochins  and  Dark  Brahmas,  compare 
inall  respects,  with  your  own  first  cross  of  White 
Wyandotte  male  on  Lt.  Brahmas  ?  C.  T.  P. 

Swissvale,  Pa. 

In  the  absence  of  careful  experiment  and 
tabulated  results,  we  can  only  give  "  an  opin- 
ion," and  that  is  that  the  continuous  in  and  out 
crossing  of  those  two  varieties  would  give 
most  excellent  results,  both  in  eggs  and  dressed 
poultry.  Care  would  bave  to  be  taken  to  get 
the  yellowest  skinned  White  Wyandotte  males, 
when  using  males  of  that  variety — one  of  the 
minor  "outs"  of  White  Wyandottes  being 
their  tendency  to  whiteish  skin,  inherited  from 
the  Hamburg  blood  in  their  original  make  up. 
"With  that  precaution  taken  to  get  the  yellowest 


possible  skin,  the  result  would  be  a  plump 
breasted,  quick  growing  bird  for  market; 
females  that  would  be  great  layers,  very  docile 
and  tractable  as  sitters  and  mothers,  and  hard 
to  beat  for  "  all-around  "  profit. 

One  difficulty  is  that  the  females  of  a  first 
cross  of  White  Wyandotte  male  on  Lt.  Brahma 
females,  are  very  nearly  like  Lt.  Brahmas  in 
markings,  partaking  very  much  of  the  Wyan- 
dotte shape  and  size  and  with  sparse  toe- 
feathering.  Probably  a  Lt.  Brahma  male 
would  be  best  for  the  next  mating;  and  we 
would  follow  it  up  regularly  with  White 
Wyandotte  males  one  year  and  Lt.  Brahma 
males  the  next,  and  so  on  indefinitely. 


Dropsy  of  the  Wattles. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  a  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  cock 
which  for  two  days  has  his  right  wattle  swollen,  about 
the  size  of  an  egg.  What  is  the  cause — and  can  you 
suggest  a  remedy  ?  M.  W.  P. 

Medford,  Mass. 

English  authorities  claim  this  to  be  dropsy 
of  the  wattles;  and  Prof.  Hill  says  such  a 
condition  may  arise  from  blows  or  bruises. 
He  advises  that  the  wattle  should  be  opened 
at  its  most  dependent  part  with  a  lance,  and 
the  contents  thoroughly  evacuated ;  after- 
wards it  may  be  syringed  out  with  warm 
water. 


Asiatics  for  Capons. 

Mr.  Editor:— Which  of  the  two  breeds.  Dark  Brah- 
mas and  P:irtridge  Cochins,  make  the  best  capons? 

Hempstead,  L.  I.  E.  J.  M. 

Authorities  on  caponizing  prefer  a  cross  of 
the  two  breeds — Brahma  and  Cochin — to 
either  in  their  purity.  Yet  even  this  cross  is 
not  so  good  as  Plymouth  Rocks.  The  Rhode 
Island  experiment  station,  in  a  report  on 
capons  say  of  the  cross  it  was  seven  months 
before  the  capons  equaled  the  uncastrated 
birds  in  weight,  and  they  did  not  average  one 
pound  heavier  in  ten  months. 

1  REQUEST 

To  Each  Subscriber  to  This  Paper. 

Vie  want  to  make  FARBI-POULTRY 
in  the  future  a  inueli  better  paper  than 
it  has  ever  been  in  the  past. 

In  order  to  do  this  we  must  increase  the 
number  of  readers  of  the  paper. 

EVERY  PRESENT  SUBSCRIBER, 
even  if  too  busy  to  obtain  new  subscriptions 
for  us,  can  help  to  the  desired  end  by  sending 
us  a  few  names  and  post-office  addresses  of 
individuals  who  keep  poultry,  few  or  many. 

Send  us  as  many  such  addresses  as  you  can 
conveniently,  and  we  will  then  endeavor  to 
make  subscribers  of  some  of  them  by  samples, 
circulars,  letters,  etc.  If  you  can  only  send 
two  or  three  names,  send  those.  Please  write 
the  name,  town  and  state  for  each  plainly,  and 
mail  to  the  publishers, 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

Box  2118,  Boston,  Mass. 

Breeders  AND  Marketmek. 

OUR  EEQTJESTS:—  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  u^lteii  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing patrons  always  mention  FARM-PO ULTRi\ 
Another  is  2/ yoM  a,si-  ihem  questioJis^  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember  "  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar^ "  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first, 

A  BAD  AVICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunliglit  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A  BARGAIN.  Duke  of  York  Brah's,  WyckoffLeg's. 
Eggs  for  hatching.  C.  B.  Travis,  Brighton,  Mass. 

A  BARGAIN.  Fine  large  Duke  Tork  Cock.  Three 
Leg.C'k'ls  (Wyckoff).  C.B.Travis, Brighton,. Mass. 

ABOUT.-l  hnndred  c'lini.-.'  Lt.  Br.ahma,  Blk.  Lang., 
Bull  I '.M  hiu  and  W  liiir  Wys.Felch,  Rollins  Bros., 
K.  s.  and  Si.n  ni  Knig  i  ains,  $2  and  $3  each,  no 
culls.  K.  S.  Creamer,  Methuen,  Mass. 

A  FEW  Single  Comb  While  Leghorns,  Knapp  strain; 
also  C.  1.  Games.  Eggs  in  season.  Wavland  Poul- 
try Yard,  O.  D.  Cole,  Prop.,  Wayland,'N.  Y. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  MeadviUe,  Pa.  SC.50  now  buys  a 
line  breeding  pen  (4  hens  and  1  male)  S.  C.  Wh. 
Leghorns, R.C.  Br. Leghorns,  or  B. P. Rocks;  $7.50 
buys  L't  Brahmas  or  Silver  Wyandottes;  $5  a  trio 
of  Wh.  Cochin;  S3  a  trio  P.  Ducks. 

A  JOO-EGG  Bristol  Incubator  for  sale,  price  $10. 
Refer  to  F.-P.  A.  G.  Rugg,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

A  REAL  BRIER  ROOT  PIPE  49  cts.,  were  75  cts. ; 
iinelv  carved,  fi9  cts.,  were  £1.  W.  MacGi'egor, 
Edniund  St.,  FrankXord,  Phila.,  Pa. 

A  TEBT  FINE  LOT  of  Buff  Leghorn  cockerels, 
Arnold  strain,  full  size,  will  be  sold  cheap.  Address 
Horace  Slingluff,  Walbrook,  Baltimore,  Md. 

BARRED  P.  E.  C'k'ls  S1.50  to  S2.  Good,  vigorous 
breeders,  from  E.  E.  IVIorgan  st'k ;  well  bar'd.  true 
blue.  WhiteMt.  Poultry  Yards,  Haverhill,  N.H. 


B.  P.  BOCKSandW. Leghornsto win orbreed  win- 
ners. J.  A.  Shinemau,  Fort  Plain,  N.  Y. 

BLK.  LANGSHANS  only.  Cockerels  and  pullets, 
fine  birds,  S2ea.  Henry  Mansfield,  Rockland,  Mass. 

BLACK  LANGSHANS,  KJrby  &  Smith.  Fine  April 
hatched  c'ls  for  breeding.  Best  ones  going  rapidly. 
Eggs  in  season.   Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates,  Mystic,  Ot. 

BLACK  LANGSHANS,  WHITE  WY'TTES. 

Address  Silas  Dean,  Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 

BLK.  MINOECAS.exclus'ly. Fine  st'k;  low  prices. 
Geo.  Nickerson,  East  Harwich,  Mass.   L.  Box  213. 

BLACK  MINOBCASrs7c.  B.  Leghorns.  Eggs  in 
season.  James  W.  Crosby,  Braddock,  Pa. 

BRONZE  Turkeys,  large,  elegant,  hardy,  cheap. 
Indian  Game  c'k'ls,  S2;  pullets  SI  this  mouth.  Van 
Wagonen  Bros.,  Lock  Box  75,  Gi'eenwich,  N.  Y. 

RBOWN LEGHORNS.  Prize  stock.  Beststrains. 
Halfprice  to  make  room.  F.H.Carriel,Cuba,is'.  V. 

BROWN  LEGHORNS,  S.  C.  2  cockerels,  scored 
92§  points  each  at  last  Providence  show,  $5  each. 
L.  E.  Gray,  Foxboro,  Mass. 

BUFF,  WHITE  and  Br.  Leghorns,  I.  Games,  Buff, 
vA'h.  aniFB.  P.  Rocks,  Langshans,  Bl.  Minorcas, 
Lt.  Brahmas,  Wyan's,  P.  Ducks  for  sale  cheap 
this  month.  Lewis  C.  Beatty,  Washington,  N.  J. 

J.  K.  CLEMMER,  Hatfield,  Pa.,  breeder  and  fan- 
cier, offers  choice  English  Carriers,  Antwerps, 
-Jacobins.  White  Duchess,  all  colors  Homers;  Bel- 
gian Hare  Rabbit ;  Thompson's  strain  B.  P.  Rocks. 

CHOICE  cockerels,  B.  P.  Rocks,  White  Wyandottes 
and  Red  Caps,S1.60ea.  E.  Schieber,  Brandy  wine,  O. 

CLOVER  Hill  Poultry  Yards.  White  Wyandottes 
exclusively.  Storm  King  strain.  Incubator  eggs, 
S6  for  100;  eggs  from  best  matings,Sl  for  13.  C.  H. 
Fardy,  Groveland,  Mass.  Box  108. 

COCHINS,  Part'dge,  B'ff,  Bl'k  and  Wh't.  Eggs  S1.25 
per  15.  Cir.  free.  W.H.Sheldon,  Pawtuxet,  R.  1. 

COCK'LS,  suitable  for  crossing,  in  W.  Wd't  and  B.  P. 
Rocks.   Arthur  G.  Duston,  Marlboro,  Mass. 

CUT  CLOVER  in  sacks,  best  thing  to  make  hens 
laj-.   Q.  G.  Quirin,  Tioga  Center,  N.  Y. 

CUT  GREEN  BONE,  2c.  per  lb.  Order  of  W.  P. 
Smith,  Reading,  Mass ;  or  E.  D.  Stillman,  Melrose, 
Mass.  Bone  delivered  in  surrounding  towns. 

EXCHANGE,  Photo  outfit  or  gold  watch  for  Eng. 
mastiff.  \V .  H.  Townseud,  E.  Las  Vegas,  New  Mex 

FARM  BRED  for  utilty.  Barred  and  Wh.  Plym'th 
Rocks;  i)ens  headed  by  carefully  selected  males. 
Choice  eggs,  S1.25  per  15 ;  or  S2f  or  26.  A  Iso  Guernsey 
Cattle,  choice  dairy  stock  and  improved  large  YorU- 
shireSwine.  Clover  Ridge  Farm,  Peterboro,  K.  H. 

FERTILE  EGGS  for  incubator  use,  of  mixed 
breed,  cheap.  J.  J.  Gerity,  Matawan,  N.  J. 

FINE  Single  Comb  Wliite,  Black  and  Brown  Leg- 
horns, W.  F.  B.  Spanish  and  Lt.  liiah.  cock'ls  for 
sale.  A.  E.  Davis,  Box  674,  Reading,  Mass. 

FOB  SALE,  300   SILVER  WYANDOTTES, 

fine,  large,  vigorous  birds.  Tliey  have  been  roost- 
ing in  the  trees  since  hatched,  but  are  ripe  now. 
If  you  want  fine  stock,  bred  from  the  best  blood 
in  the  country  write  me.  Henry  Steinmesch, 
Sutter,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE.  Eggs  and  stock,  old  and  young  S.  C. 
Brown  and  S.  C.  Buff  Leghorns;  also  Minorcas  and 
I.  Game.  Send  for  circular.  D.  L.  Prisch,  Middle- 
port,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE,  Choice  cockerels  in  S.  C.  Brown  and 
S.C.  While  l-i-i-'horns  and  B.  P.  Rocks,  bred  from 
first  i)n/.e  \\inners  at  Maiden,  Amesbury  and 
Concoid.  A\'iuners  of  silver  cup  at  Amesijury 
for  best  collection  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns.  Prices  way 
down.  Pray  Bros.,  East  Lebanon,  Me. 

FORSALE.  S.C.W.Leg.pul'tsandc'k'lsSl.  B.Tur- 
key gobblers,  part  wild,  fine,  S4.50  toS5.  H.C.  Hart, 
Chei-ry  Hill  Fruit  Farm,  West  Cornwall,  Conn. 

FORSALE.  A  fine  lot  of  S.  C.  W.  Leghorn  coc-k'ls, 
large  size,  75c.  to  S1.50  each.  Also  three  laim- 
Coons.  Will  exchange.  M.  G.Keason,  Tiltou,  N.  1 1. 

FOR  SALE,  Silver  and  White  Wyandotte  cockerels, 
Hawkins  stock;  also  a  few  Light  Brahmas  at  S2  to 
S4  each.  H.  H.  Wilds,  Ipswich,  Mass. 

FOR  SALE,  the  finest  lot  of  Game  Stags  in  America, 
Aseel,  Black  and  White,  fine  imported  stock.  Blue 
Gulls,  Irish  Muffs,  Sumatra  and  Black  Breasted 
Red  Games,  price  S3  each.  J.  O.  Frost,  Maple 
Grove  Farm,  Vernon,  Vt. 

FOR  SALE.  Mann  No.  8  Bone  Cutter,  nearly  new, 
$15.  O.  S.  Hyde,  Wrentham,  Mass. 

GERMAN  HARES  for  profit.  Hundreds  toselect 
from.  Instructions  for  profitab  le  hare  culture  free. 
Send  lor  it.  Arthur  W.  Kirk,  Forest  Grove,  Pa. 

GOLDEN  AND  BUFF  W'D'T'S,  in  cock'ls,  pairs, 
trios,  and  small  breeding  pens.  White  Wonders 
in  cock'ls  only.  1  have  some  fine  cock'ls  for  sale  in 
above  kinds.  Special  figures  on  Mann's  Bone 
Cutters.  Circulars  free.  F.  S.  Tenney,  Box  6, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

GOLDEN  Wyandottes  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rock 
c'k'ls  for  sale.  Write.  C.  E.  Fleming,  Clarion,  Pa. 

GOLDEN  Wy'tes  excl  usively.  Choice  st'k  at  barg'n ; 
cir.  free.  J.  R.  "Nichols,  Rochdale,  Mass.  Box  A. 

B.W.  HARTWELL,  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.  Lt.  Brahma 
eggs,  $3  per  hundred.  Best  for  broilers. 

HOUDAN C'k'ls.  Del.  Poultry  Yds.,  Deposit,  N.  Y. 

I  KEEP  MT  STOCK  of  Bl'k  Langshans,  B.  P.  R.. 
W.  Wy.,  W.  Wonders  and  B.  C.  so  that  there  is  no 
relation  amongst  them.  Eggs  of  any  breed.  SI.5U  a 
sitting  in  their  season.  James  M.  Ames,  Box  216, 
Saxonville,  Mass. 

INCUB'R  eggs  4c.  ea.  E.  Schieber,  Brandywine,  O. 

LENA  POULTRY  YARDS,  Breeders  and  shipiiers 
of  White  and  Barred  I'lvniouth  Rocks,  S.L.and 
White  Wvandottc'S,  Ccuiisll  Indian  Games,  Kcise 
Comb  Br.'Legborii.s,  Marn'th  Brimze  and  Wh.  llol. 
'Turkeys,  P.  Ducks  ami  Peafowls.  Let  us  quote -^ou 
prices  before  buying.  J.  H.Hornig&Co.,Lena,lll. 

MAMMOTH PEKIN  duck  eggs  $1.50 for25;  S5  per 
loo.  B.  P.  Rtick  Eggs  SI  per  13.  Orders  booked 
now.  Trios  for  sale.  Mated  pigeons  40c  a  pair. 
E.  A.  Ayer,  Truro,  Mass. 


$9.00  takes  6  B.  P.  Rock  hens  and  cock,  Hawkins 
sti-aiu.  Also  4 Bull  i'ekin  Bantam  hens  and  cock, 
price  S7.  P.  W.  Webster,  Methuen,  Mass. 

NO  MORE  FEMALES.  A  few  choice  cockerels. 
Eggs  in  season.  st;iinp.  Fvergreeu  Pt.  Yds.  H. 
J.  Curtis,  Red-Ho<jk-On-Hudson,  N.  Y. 

PARTRIDGE  COCHINS  and  Light  Brahmas.  A 
finclotof  Par.  Cochin  cockerels  and  pullets;  also 
Lt.  Brah.  cockerels  and  pullets.  Miss  F.  J.  Piper, 
384  Merrimac  St.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 

PEA  FOWLS  for  sale.  G.  A.  Hurlburt,  Cuyler,N.  Y. 


PEKIN  DUCKS,  SI  each  if  ordered  this  month. 
Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  (Juyler,  N.  Y. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCK  aud  S.  C.  W.  Leg.,  Knapp 
strain,  chicks,  just  hatched,  for  sale  at  8c  to  15c  ea. 
Distance  no  objection,  bend  for  circular  to  Jos. 
D.  Wilson,  Rosemout,  N.  J. 

PULLETS.  S.  C.  B.  Leghorn ,  early  liatched  fine 
stock,  $1  each.  J.  C.  Hover,  Huntsville,  Ohio. 

B.  C.  B.  Leghoras.  F.R.  Cutting,  Waters,  Mich. 

R.  C.  B.  MIN'S,  Buff  P.  Rock.G.  W.Houd's.  Eggs 

51  aud  $2  per  15.  Elias  11.  Adams,  Ellwood,  Pa. 

SALE  OR  EXCHANGE  for  B.  P.  Rocks  or  Light 
Brahmas.  Thorough  bred  Bl.  Langshans,  through 
moulting.  1  cock,  7  cockerels,  8  hens,  10  pullets,  4 
young  cockerels,  8  young  pullets.  Brooklield  Poul- 
try Farm  Co.,  Great  Neck,  L.  1.,  N .  Y. 

JAMES  M.  SMITH,  Perkiomenville,  Pa^  breeder 
of  21  var.  of  poultry.  Eggs  $1  per  15.  111.  Cat.  free. 

WANT  CAPABLE  married  man  to  start  small 
l>oultry  place  on  shares  if  could  furnish  half  stock ; 
or  will  hire  if  willing  to  do  other  work.  Give  price, 
experience,  reference.  Box  2,  AVest  Springfield, 
Mass. 

WANTED,  A  reliable  party  who  understands  breed- 
ing aud  raising  poultry,  to  buy  an  interest  in  an 
improve<i  poultry  plant.  Address  F.,  Box  21, 
Gretna,  Louisiana. 

WANTED  SITUATION  on  poultry  farm.  Experi- 
enced in  takingcareof  poultry,  runn'g  incubators, 
also  gen'ly  useful.  F.  B.  Smith,  So. Lincoln, Mass. 

WHITE  HOLLAND  TURKEYS  and  Toulouse 
(iee^c,  cat  h-  hatched.  Bred  from  1st  prize  win- 
ner^. tJnat  anteed  as  good  as  the  best,  and  satis- 
factiuu  w  lib  every  sale.  Circulars  free,  telling  all 
about  them.  Stauley  Williams,  Kennedy,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAME  cockerels  for  sale.  Nice 
large  ones.  C.  W.  Cole,  Dighton,  Mass. 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAMES,  $9  trio.  Cockerels  for 
crossbreeding,  S2.  W.  J.Swift,  Jr.,  Waquoit,  Mass. 

WHT.  Minorca  and  C.  I.  Game  cockerels  SI.  1st  class 
prize  winning  str.  Sarah  Shaw,  Winthrop,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  P.  ROCKS,  Empire  strain.  Fine  early 
hatched  cockerels,  weight  8  lbs.  and  over,  $2  each. 
Also  first-class  White  Wyandotte  cockerels  at 
same  price.  Geo.  A.  Hurlburt,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  and  Narragansett  Tur- 
keys. W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  Wyandottes  a  specialty.  Stock  fowls  and 
chicks  1st  prize  at  Bay  State  fair,  Worcester,  1895. 
Dr.A.A.Howland,  11  Pleasant  St.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  c'k'ls,  brown  egg  strain. 

52  to  S5  each.  W.  B.  Eastman,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE   COCKERELS  for 

breeding  purposes  So  each.  Also  a  very  few  exhi- 
liitiou  hinls,  all  from  our  best  stock.  John  B. 
Felt,  Sornerville,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE  c'k'ls,  large  heavy  birds, 
S2  to  Sleach.  C.W.  Cole,  Dightou,Mass. 

WHITE  Wyandotte  cockerels  large  size,  prize  st'ck. 
Eggs  in  season.  W.  H.  Shute,  Middletown,  Ct. 

WHITE  Wvan.  c'k'ls.  S1..50;  M.B. turkeys:  gobblers, 
S2;  hens,  "S1.50.  Mrs.  L.  F.  Sabine,  Stoningtou,  111. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTE,  Buff  Cochin,  Light 
Brahma,  Black  Langshan,  superior  stock.  Strong, 
healthy  birds,  bred  for  large  size,  laying  qualities 
and  standard  points.  Eggs  lor  liatching  S2  for 
13;  $5  for  39.  E.  E.  Barnum,  Norwalk,  Ct. 

INCUBATORS. 

Monarchs,  Challenge,  all  sizes,  some  slightly  used, 
practically  good  as  new.  State  kind  you  wish,  and 
size.  If  vou  are  buying  a  new  machine  of  any  kind, 
write,  stating  kind  and  size,  and  get  my  prices.  For 
.30  days  1  will  give  away  witli  incubators  our  Summer 
Queen  Brooders.  Catalogue  of  Inctibators,  Brooders 
aud  Supplies  free.  W.  J.  SWIFT,  Jr.,  Waquoit,  Mass. 


GLEN  MARY 

THE  LARGEST  AND  MOST 
PRODUCTIVE  STRAWBERRY. 

Over  60  other  kinds. 
lillus.  and  descriptive  Catalog, 
free;  also  sample  copy  of  The 
Strawberry  Oulturii^t*  Address 

Salisbury*  ]Ucl* 


BARRED 


E,  li.  THOMPSON  STRAIN. 

Vigorous  farm  raised  birds,  well  barred,  close  feath- 
ered, healthy,  hardy,  acclimated  to  uortliern  winter 
weather.  Bred  for  both  utility  and  beauty.  Breeders 
at  reasonable  prices  for  quality.  Exhibition  birds  a 
matter  of  correspondence. 

E.  E.  MORGAN, 

 PIKE  STATION,  N.  H. 

BARBKD  PLY.  ROCKS,  INDIAN  GAMES, 
WHITE  and  (iOLDKN  WYANDOTTES, 
and  S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS. 

y(Jllllg^lel  s  bred  from  winners  at  Sladison  Square 
GanUn,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore. 
Hagei^towii.  New  Bern,  and  other  important  shows. 
Fine  breeding  and  exhibition  birds  now  ready.  Incu- 
bator eggs  from  2  and  3-yr.  old  hens,  $6  per  lOO;  from 
pullets,  $4  per  100. 

E.  E.  HUDSON,  Box  63,  KennedjTlIle,  Md. 


GAJVIE  BANTAMS, 

BLACK  REDS, 

BBOWN  RBD8, 

DUCKWINGS, 
PYLES  AND  BIRCHENS. 
Unexcelled  in  style,  reach,  color  and  hardness  of 
feather.  Cochin  Bantams  — Whites,  Buffs,  and  Blacks 
of  the  true  Cochin  tvpe.  Also  Boston  Terrier  Dogs 
of  bluest  blood.  Stamp  lor  circular. 

PEIBCE  BROS., 
L.  Box  11.,  Winchester,  N.  H. 

TO  MAKE  HENS  LAY, 

And  chickens  grow,  nothing  beats  Ground  Meat  and 
Bone,  price  $2  per  100  lbs.:  Fine  Ground  Bone,  $1.76 
per  100  lbs.;  less  than  100  lbs.,  2  cents  per  pound; 
Granulated  Bone,  same  price;  Granulated  Oyster 
Shells,  70  cents  per  100  lbs.  lot.  F.  O.  B.  Samples  sent 
on  receipt  of  o  cents.   Manufactured  by 

J.  H.  DEVINS,  Albany  St.,  Utica,  N.T. 


* 
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One  Hundred  Heng  on  an  Acre. 

Mr.  Editor :— Can  I  kiM-p  one  hundred  hens  on  an 
acre,  ia  one  flock,  exccptin.a  during  winter,  wlion  I 
will  divide  them  up  in  laniilies  of  twenty-five  each? 

id.  Will  six  loot  netting  keep  tliem  in  the  lot? 
There  is  grass  and  sliade  in  the  lot.  My  liens  are  T.eg- 
horns  and  crosses.  E.Ci. 

Greensboro,  Pa- 

If  you  do  not  want  the  eggs  for  batching 
you  could  keep  one  ImnUred  liens  on  an  ;icie 
lot,  but  it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  tbem 
exercising  as  much  as  possible. 

2d.  Sis-foot  wire  netling  should  enclose 
the  fowls,  provided  you  do  not  have  a  top 
piece  for  the  fence. 


Number  of  Nests  Required. 
Mr.   Editor:— How   many   nests   for  laying  are 
re<!uired  for  thirty-eight  bens?  J.  S.  G. 

Lake  George,  X.  Y. 

If  you  were  to  put  thirty-eight  nests  in  the 
house  for  your  thirty-eight  hens,  you  would 
tiiid  that  probably  not  more  than  a  half  dozen 
nests  would  be  used.  Hens  are  peculiar  in 
this.  We  have  had  several  of  tbem  stiiiiding 
before  a  nest  waiting  for  their  turn  while  one 
was  laying,  and  at  the  same  time  several  other 
nests  were  unoccupied.  We  should  put  but 
six  nests  in  the  house. 


Turkeys  Wanted. 

^[^.  Editor:— Is  tliere  any  other  breed  of  turkeys  so 
prolitable  to  raise  as  the  Brouze?  Is  there  any  breed 
that  is  equal  to  tneBronze?  I  had  intended  breeiiing 
tliecn,  but  find  that  nearly  every  body  in  this  section 
has  them.  W.  W.  SI. 

Medina.  Ohio. 

The  Bronze  variety  are  the  largest  of  the 
turkey  family.  The  White  Hollands,  in  pop- 
ular favor,  seem  to  be  second,  and  with  some 
breeders  are  preferred  to  the  Bronze.  In 
reality,  however,  the  Narraganselt  turkeys 
are  next  to  the  Bronze  in  weight.  The  Stand- 
ard gives  the  weight  of  the  Bronze  adult  cock 
at  35  pounds,  yearling  cock  at  32  pounds, 
cockerel  at  24  pounds,  hen  at  20  pounds,  and 
pullet  at  15  pounds.  Xarragansetts  at  32,  22, 
22,  14  pounds  for  cock,  cockerel,  hen,  and 
pullet,  respectively.  The  Buffs,  Slate,  and 
Black  turkeys  are  given  27, 18,  IS,  12  poumls. 
for  cock,  cockerel,  hen  and  pullet.  The  While 
turkey  is  one  pound  lighter  in  cock,  and  two 
pounds  in  hen,  cockerel  and  pullet.  The 
most  salable  turkeys  in  the  market  are  those 
of  medium  weights;  ami  it  is  very  seldom 
that  there  is  a  demand  for  any  heavier  weights 
than  those  given  the  White  variety. 

W.  H.  Ordway  says  the  AVbite  turkeys  have 
the  general  characteristics  of  the  Bronze  vari- 
ety, but  are  h;indsomer,  mature  earlier,  are 
more  domestic  in  their  habits.  They  are  quiet 
in  disposition,  do  not  wander  from  home,  and 
are  excellent  for  market,  attaining  a  medium 
size  and  plumpness,  with  sweet  and  tender 
flesh.  The  females  are  most  prolific,  laying  a 
large  number  of  unusually  good  sized  eggs. 


Chicks  Weak  Wlien  Hatched. 

Mr.Editor:  —  A  number  of  our  small  cliicks  were 
unable  to  stand  the  day  .'Lfter  liatching,  and  simply  lay 
on  their  breasts  witli  their  legs  spread  out  on  either 
side.  M' as  this  due  to  weakness  and  lack  of  vitality? 
Could  anything  have  been  done  to  save  them?  They 
all  died  after  a  few  days. 

Since  the  hatch,  others  have  died  each  day  from 
diarrhtea.  At  first  they  seem  a  trifle  droopy,  and  in  a 
day  or  so  are  found  dead.  F.  W.  B. 

Sparkill,  X.  Y. 

This  trouble  could  be  assigned  to  two 
causes.  First,  the  parent  stock  might  not 
have  been  healthy.  Second,  improper  moist- 
ure and  ventilation  during  the  hatch.  Noth- 
ing could  have  been  done  for  chicks  in  that 
condition.  Those  dying  from  diarrhaa,  may 
have  caught  a  cold  which  settled  on  their 
bowels,  but  it  is  more  likely  that  in  these  two 
there  is  an  inherited  weakness  which  cannot 
be  overcome. 


The  Leghorns  Too  Fat. 

Mr.  Editor:  — My  pullets  are  too  fat.  Ilced  bran 
and  oatmeal,  with  Animal  Meal  in  the  morning,  and 
wheat  at  night.  IIow  can  I  reduce  their  weight  in  :i 
hurry,  as  I  want  i-ggs  ?  My  fowls  are  all  Leghorns. 

Liberty  Falls,  N.Y.  C.  II.B. 

If  Leghorns  are  allowed  to  exercise  they 
will  not  very  easily  become  overfat.  The 
only  way  to  reduce  tbem  is  to  avoid  fattening 
food  and  compel  the  fowls  to  exercise  for 
everything  they  get,  excepting  the  morning 
mash  —  and  that  should  be  fed  sparingly. 
Heavily  litter  the  floor  of  the  hen  house  with 
leaves,  chaft',  hay,  or  any  light  stufl",  and  at 
noon  and  night  scatter  the  wheat  among  this, 
'iive  only  half  the  qu;intity  at  noon  that  yon 
would  Kive  at  night.    For  twelve  fow  N.  uive. 


say,  a  pint  of  mash  in  the  morning,  a  pint  of 
wheat  at  noon,  and  a  quart  of  wheat  or  oats  at 
night.  Keep  a  cabbage  head  constantly  hang- 
ing in  the  house  so  the  fowls  can  get  at  it  by 
making  short  jumps  of  about  an  inch  or  so. 


Looks  Like  Enteritis. 

Mr.  Kdilor:  — -My  fowls  have  bowel  troubles,  and 
are  very  poor.  They  seem  to  be  blind.  I  had  one  dis- 
sected, and  the  liver  and  entrails  were  full  of  white 
specks,   \\  hat  do  you  think  the  trouble  Is  ? 

Piedmont,  West  Va.  Mrs.  W.  M.  S. 

We  believe  the  fowls  have  enteritis,  and 
would  recommend  the  following  treatment: 
Give  a  small  teaspoonful  of  salad  oil  every 
four  hours,  and  a  little  raw  egg,  whipped  with 
boiled  milk,  night  and  morning.  I'ut  plenty 
of  bland  fluid,  such  as  barley  water,  within 
reach  of  the  fowl.  In  about  a  week  give  soft 
cooked  food,  in  which  add  a  little  of  Sheri- 
dan's Condition  Powder;  but  do  not  feed  any 
grain  until  the  fowls  have  sufliciently  recov- 
ered from  their  spell. 


Dnck  Houses. 

Mr.Editor:  —  In  building  houses,  would  yon  advise 
an  open  shed  similar  to  a  scratching  shed  for  poultry  ? 
2d.  Have  you  any  plan  for  duck  houses  ? 
Aledina,  Ohio.  W.  W.  M. 

We  do  not  know  of  any  duck  farm  where 
open  sheds  are  used  for  ducks,  as  they  are  for 
poultry.    It  would  hardly  be  necessaiy. 

2d.  There  is  no  particular  style  to  a  duck 
house.  Ordinarily  we  find  them  about  three 
feet  high  in  front,  and  five  feet  in  the  rear,  or 
vice  versa,  with  a  slant  roof.  About  as  much 
space  is  allowed  the  duck  as  is  given  the  hen, 
although  the  latter  will  not  thrive  in  a  crowded 
condition  so  well  as  the  duck  will. 


Swollen  Crop. 

Mr.Editor:  —  I  have  a  hen  with  swollen  crop.  I 
gave  it  a  teaspoonful  of  castor  oil.  Do  you  think  that 
will  remedy  the  evil?  A.  B. 

Charlestown,  Mass. 

If  the  swollen  crop  is  caused  by  inflamma- 
tion, (which  it  most  likely  is),  we  should 
advise  that  you  beat  up  a  new-laid  egg  with 
two  lablespoonfuls  of  milk,  and  give  half  the 
mixture  at  night,  and  half  in  the  morning, 
fasting  (the  crop  should  be  empty  before 
taking  the  medicine),  followed  with  ten 
grains  of  aromatic  chalk  powder  twice  a  day 
with  the  food,  which  should  consist  of  bread 
and  milk  or  other  nutritious  food,  for  the 
next  week,  but  fed  sparingly. 


Hens  Rnnnine  on  the  Snow. 

Sir.  Editor: — Do  yon  let  your  hens  runout  in  the 
yarfi  when  the  snow  is  on  the  ground  ?  Or.  lio  you  keep 
them  shut  up?  G.  H.M. 

Trumbull,  Neb. 

We  always  opposed  allowing  the  bens  out 
on  the  snow.  We  believe  that  eating  snow 
•  hecks  egg  production.  Where  hens  have  a 
large  scratching  shed  which  they  can  bus 
Ihemselves  in,  and  where  they  are  kept  while 
snow  is  on  the  ground,  or  during  stormy 
weather,  they  always  show  a  better  egg 
record.  If  the  yards  are  kept  clean  of  snow, 
there  are  many  days  during  the  winter  when 
the  fowls  can  enjoy  the  outside  runs. 


How  to  Introduce  Disease. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  My  flock  of  fowls  are  down  with  the 
roup,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  they  got  it  through 
a  bird  which  I  lately  bought.  About  eight  or  ten 
weeks  ago  we  sent  away  for  a  Plymouth  Kock  rooster, 
and  when  he  came  his  nostrils  were  covered  with  a 
thick  mattery  stuff,  but  I  did  not  think  it  amounted  to 
much,  so  put  liiiu  in  with  my  chickens,  but  kept  doc- 
toring him.  Still  he  breathed  hard,  and  his  nostrils 
run  some  yet.  Now  do  you  think  that  my  chickens 
caught  it  from  him?  Mrs.  P.  C.  M. 

I'pton  Works,  .Mich. 

irndoubtedly  the  sick  rooster  caused  the 
contagion  in  the  flock.  It  should  always  be  a 
rule  never  to  put  a  strange  bird  in  a  pen  with 
others  until  he  has  been  in  quarantine  for  a 
week  or  two,  and  attended  to  if  not  In  the 
right  condition.  Another  rule  should  be  to  at 
once  sep:ir:ito  a  SMck  bird  from  the  rest  of  the 
flock,  no  matter  how  slight  the  ailment.  More 
roup,  we  believe,  is  caused  by  a  neglect  of 
such  rules  than  anything  else. 

CHOICK    FARM    K.V1SK1>  STOCK. 

Butr  p.  Itock  and  Black  Minori'a  CickercN  and 
I'ckln  Ducks  at  prici's  tlial  .iri' rii;ht.  Slanip  ri>r  ill. 
catalogue.       .1.  K.  S  I  KVEXSON.  Columbus,  N,  .1. 

PEKIN  DRAKES 

While  W  \:in,l<.ilr(',.ckerels$-.'t.>f.'.ea.ll. 

POLLARD'S  Duck  Farm, 

rAWTUCKET,  K.  1. 


GLENRIDGE  POULTRY  YARDS. 

H£R£  WE  ARE  AGAIN: 

ALWAYS  HEADED  THE  SAME  WAY. 

MATCHLESS  STRAIN 


WITH  OUR 


S.  C.  BROWN 

LEGHORNS. 


rOR  SALE: 
A  FEW  '"A  No.  l  " 
YEARLING  HENS. 


REMEMBER 
WE  RAISE  WINNERS. 

Cockerels  bred  from  "CYCLONE."  King  of  Leghorns, 

A  Winner  of  Five  First  Prizes  in  One  Season. 
W^rite  us  for  prices.      'We  can  please  you. 

TENNEY  &  HARRINGTON, 

WEST  NEWTON,  MASS.,  U.S. A 

Formerly  WELLESLEY  HILLS. 


LOCK  BOX  728. 


WOOD'S 
ICE  KING 


Why  purchase  an  in- 
ferior Ice  Plow  when  you 
can  buy  a  first-class  one< 
constructed  entirely  of  Steel  and 
Iron  bv 

WM.  T.  WOOD  &  CO., 

Of  ARLINGTON,  MASS., 

the  oldest,  (established  iSj4    largest  and  most  celebrated 
manufacturers  of  Ice  Tools  in  the  world.    The  "  ICE  KINO  ' 
at  the  popular  price  of  ^QO  Cn  is  especially  adapted  to 
the  use  of  Dairymen,  ^iL^iOU  Butchers  and  Farmers. 
If  your  dealer  doesn't  keep  it  we  prepay  freight  on  receiptof  price. 

Desrt^pt ivecircidar.  4S  par/e  Ilhtstrateit  [ ce  Tool  Catalogue  andlC page  Ireatvte on  the  /ce  HarreJtl  mailed/ree 

WRITE  TO 

IDQPDU    RRFPI^  a  QDNC    KverythUieinWoodenware, as  well as  "Everything for  Farm, 
JUOUrn   urtLUIX  (X  OUIIOi  tJarden  and  Lawn,"  Lowest  prices,  wholesale  and  retail. 
51  and  r,'i  North  Market  ."^t.  "  Entrance  at  the  Big  Clock."  BOSTON,  M.*SS. 

Mention  Ibis  paper  when  ordering, and  we  will  scm3  you  one  of  Wood's  famous  Ice  Awls  free. 

THE  BEST  POULTRY  FENCES. 
Galvanized  Wire  Nettings  ! 

PRICES  FOR  ROLLS  150  FEET  LQNG  : 

Mesh,        Wire,  13         18        24        30        3G         48         60  72  inch. 

2  Inch.  No.  19,  for  fowls,  $  .6.5  $1.00  $1.2.5  $1.65  $1.90  $2..50  $.3.15  $.3.75 
1  inch.  No.  20,  for  chicks,  1.50  2.25  3.00  3.75  4..50    6.00    7.50  9.00 

Discount  for  5  rolls  or  over,  10  per  cent.  7-8  inch  galvanized  Staples  S  cents  per  pouTid. 
"Write  for  freight  allowance  on  live  or  more  rolls,  auU  our  Price  List  of  other  >t  vie?  Wire  Fencing. 

PETER  DURYEE  &  CO.,  227  Greenwich  St.,  N.  Y. 
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INCUBATORS 

But  DCCTDI  CQQ.  Incubators 

the  '"'-^^  will  produce 

a  Perfect  Chick  from  every  fertile  egg. 
Elegant  in  design,  perfect  in  construction,  L 
workmanship  and  finish.    We  guarantee 
perfect  results.  Our  Thermo-Regnlator 
stands  without  arival.  Itisun- 
erringin  its  operation,  governing 
►the  temperature  ia  the  egg 
chamber  with  the  precision 
f  a  high-class  thermometer. 

GREEN  BONE 
CUTTERS, 
DRY  BONE  AND 

GRAIN  MILLS, 
GRIT  CRUSHERS 
Etc.,  Etc. 


Will  Not  Hatch  China  Roosters 
From  Door  Knobs 


Buill  ^.yf>fK^<^^ 

scieniiLi':  pr^n-  — 
ciptes.  with  ail  t^e  '  C 

lat«5l  improvemeDts.  se- 
«urins  the  most  power  Ti'.h  C 

least  effort.   FowIa  mu<tt  hii  -  i  >■  ■  '-  ""^r 

^.00  Crashers,  enough  grit  cau  .  r  SO 

hens  for  »  week.  We  give  with  each  Crusher,  a  .  r-.:  .  a  "  t 
a  registorwd  chi-misi,  for  selectine  the  stone*  t;:j;  z-.--  t.-: 
best  results.  Headquarters  for  Poultr3r  Snpplic*.  E=^: 
grade  of  poaltrv  nettin?  at  wholesale  prices.  S^al  4^. 
for  large  illustrated  Catalog  wi:h  raluable  tDfo.-ma-.  — s 
on  pcuUrr  raisin;  and  fri^  ?ATr.r>  of  Crrstal  firit, 
made  with   PEEKLESS   GKIT  CKtsUKH. 


PEEKI.ESS  IXCCBATOU  A  T5ROODER  CO.,  617  C  Oh  I  c  St.,  QO>CY,  ILU 


i  lectric 
Unercy 
i  verlastinoly 

I  RADICATES 

Irritation 


e  anv 

^  rc ; 
and 

■-lOU 

an- 
■-  .cir 
•A  a 

.uy  except 


Every  Mother  '^T^o^lV't 

acts  promptly;  It  is  alwavs  reaiiv  for  use:  It 
is  the  best;  It  is  the  oMest :  Tt  is"  iiTiIike  ar.-.- 
otlier;  It  is  superior  to  .: 
and  recorameuded  bv  p : 
It  has  stood  upi<n  its  c\ 
c-xcellcnce  while  gene;  ., 
have  used  it  with  entire 
dcd  down  the  knowled  ^ 
children  as  a  valu.-ible  ; 

remedy  have  existed  for  1    ,         _     .   ^_ 

that  it  possesses  great  merit  for  family  use? 

Jo^'^'llNrMENT 

It  was  origin.">ted  in  imc-  b>  ilie  late  Pr.  .\. 

Johnson,  an  old  fasliio:ied.  r  '  '  \:;ed 

Family  Physician  to  cure  .ill  :  .iie 

attended  with  inIiair.:r..".:;on.  s  ••.la, 

abscesses  bites,  b    ■  -    '    ■  .is, 

colds,  coughs,  c-  ,  "lil- 

lilains.  colic. cho'.i  ~ore 

throat,  earache,  i  .  me 

back,  muTups.  raus,         ~  cia. 

pains  anvwhere,  scalds,  stii:  -tiff 

joiiits,  toothache,  too^litis,  \>  .  .^h. 
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A  Non-Att«ntiTe  Male. 

Mr.  Editor;— I  liavc  a  A\'liite  Wyandotte  cockerel 
that  is  over  nine  niontlis  of  age,  auil  weiglis  about 
eiglit  pounds,  ^vhich  pays  no  attention  wliatever  to 
tlie  liens-  Do  you  think  he  will  ever  be  any  good  ? 

Dorchester,  Mass.  E.  i[. 

You  can  easily  test  that  matter  yourself. 
Pen  the  male  bird  alone  for  sevei-al  weeks, 
and  then  introduce  him  to  the  hens.  "We  have 
had  the  same  experience  with  other  breeds  in 
that  line,  and  have  almost  invariably  found 
that  being  penned  alone  for  several  weeks 
would  show  exactly  the  value  of  the  bird. 
Another  way  of  finding  out  his  worth  is  to 
test  the  eggs  laid  by  the  hens  in  his  yard.  If 
they  show  strong  germs  he  is  all  right,  and 
yon  can  well  attbrd  to  allow  him  at  the  head 
of  the  flock. 


Legrhorn-Plymouth  Kock  Cross. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  want  to  cross  my  Plymouth  Kocics 
with  Wliite  Legliorus.  What  sized  eggs  will  I  get — 
and  wi  11  the  eggs  be  light  or  dark  ?  J.  A. 

Riverside,  E.  I. 

We  have  found,  in  the  cross,  that  the  eggs 
averaged  about  the  size  of  good  Plymouth 
Rock  eggs,  with  a  tendency  to  light  shelled 
rather  than  dark  shelled. 


Soft-Shelled  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:—!  am  getting  three  or  four  soft-shelled 
eggs  a  day  from  my  pullets,  Bve  pens  of  iifteen  each, 
mostly  thorouglibred  W.  P.  Kocks.  Can  you  tell  me 
what  the  trouble  is  ?  I  keep  them  well  supplied  with 
crushed  oj'ster  shells  and  tlie  best  of  grit,  cabbage 
hung  in  each  pen  so  they  have  to  jump  to  get  it,  litter 
(meadow  hay)  to  scralch  in,  and  in  it  I  feed  about  a 
quart  of  oats  about  9.30  a.  m.  to  keep  them  busy ;  then 
atl2ui.  about  four  quarts  wheat  and  oats;  again  at 
1.30  a  few  oats  in  the  litter;  and  about  3.30  five  quarts 
of  wheat,  changing  in  cold  weatlier  to  oue-li:df  corn* 
I  clean  the  roost-boards  nearlj'  every  day,  and  keep 
ground  plaster  sprinkled  on  them,  also  k.-oil  the 
roosts  frequently. 

The  morning  mash  is  mixed  as  near  your  method  as 
possible,  and  I  feed  about  one  quart  to  each  pen.  Two 
of  the  pullets  drop  two  soft-shelled  eggs  at  a  time, 
nearly  every  other  night,  on  the  roost  board,  one  of 
which  I  cau  usually  save,  the  other  breaking,  I  sup- 
pose, wliere  it  falls. 

Can  soft-shelled  eggs  be  used  in  cooking,  or  would 
you  advise  putting  them  in  the  morning  mash  ? 

I  am  getting  thirty  to  thirt^'-si.x  eggs  per  day  now 
(Dec.22d).  The  pullets  are  some  I  raised  and  culled 
from  two  hundred  and  fifty  chicks  halched,  of  which 
1  lost  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent.  This  is  my  first 
year  in  the  business,  but!  am  very  much  in  earnest 
and  bound  to  make  it  a  success.  I  mean  to  increase 
my  stoclc  next  spring.  I  find  Farm-Poultiiy  of 
great  lietp,  and  would  not  think  of  doing  without  it. 

Marlboro,  Mass.  P.  LeE.  D. 

Soft-shelled  eggs  are  usually  caused  by  lack 
of  shell-material,  by  hens  being  too  fat,  by  the 
oviduct  being  inflamed,  or  some  such  cause. 
Prof.  Hill's  "  Diseases  of  Poultry  "  says : — 
"These  are  usually  due  to  stint  of  shell  mate- 
rial. Prolific  layers  —  and  especially  where 
stimulating  food  is  given  —  are  most  prone  to 
produce  soft  eggs.  Fright  sometimes  occasions 
premature  expulsion,  and  is  also  a  cause  of 
egg-rupture  within.  The  treatment  consists  in 
avoiding  the  three  cau.ses  named  : — 

"  1st.  Shell-making  material  should  be  sup- 
plied—  lime-water  will  answer  the  purpose; 
or  pulverized  oyster  shells,  or  old  mortar  may 
be  allowed ;  cinders  have  also  been  used  with 
advantage. 

"  2d.  Stimulating  food  should  be  withdrawn, 
and  laying  checked ;  an  aperient  is  also  advis- 
able; and  a  little  sulphur  and  calomel  —  ten 
grains  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter  — 
may  be  afterwards  given  as  an  alterative,  and 
iron  in  the  drinking-water  will  impart  tone  to 
the  system. 

".3d.  Fright,  especially  when  on  the  nest, 
must  be  guarded  against." 

Vale's  "Manual  of  Poultry  Diseases"  says  :— 

"  The  systematic  laying  of  soft-shelled  eggs 
is  generally  the  result  of  a  diseased  condition. 
When  fowls  become  very  fat  they  frequently 
lay  softrshelled  eggs,  and  this  fact  of  itself 
shows  that  an  over-fed  hen  cannot  be  said  to 
be  in  perfect  health.  The  use  of  spicy  condi- 
ments, especially  if  they  contain  cayenne 
pepper,  will  cause  premature  laying,  and  it  is 
very  frequently  given  to  fowls  with  their  soft 
food  to  stimulate  egg-production.  This  it  will 
do,  but  at  the  same  time  it  will  not  infrequently 
inflame  the  ovary  and  oviduct,  and  may  result 
in  ovarian  disease,  and  thus  cause  death.  Too 
much  overheating  food,  such  as  hempseed, 
buckwheat,  or  barley,  has  a  tendency  to  cause 
the  laying  of  soft-shelled  eggs.  Fright  will 
sometimes  cause  a  pullet  or  hen  to  lay  prema- 
turely, especially  if  the  disturbance  takes  place 
at  night.  A  fowl  sufl'ering  fi'om  worms  may, 
owing  to  the  irritation  caused  by  their  pres- 
ence, lay  softrshelled  eggs.  Sexual  irritation 
resulting  from  a  vigorous  male  bird  having  too 
f2w  hens,  is  sometimes  the  cause. 


"  Treatment.  —  If  it  is  in  consequence  of 
being  too  fat,  reduce  the  quantity  of  food  given, 
also  avoid  giving  fat-forming  foods,  especially 
maize.  A  little  epsom  salts  added  to  their 
drinking  water  is  a  necessity  in  these  cases  if 
a  speedy  cure  is  to  be  etlected.  If  .spicy  con- 
diments are  being  used  discontinue  their  use. 
A  plentiful  supply  of  green  food  will  prove  an 
invaluable  aid  in  eflecting  a  cure.  Shell-form- 
ing material,  such  as  broken  egg-.shells,  crushed 
bones,  oyster  shell,  or  lime  rubliish,  should  be 
placed  for  them  to  take,  if  so  inclined ;  but 
none  of  these  substances  should  ever  be  placed 
in  their  soft  food,  so  as  to  force  them  to  take 
what  their  system  may  not  require." 

From  the  above  we  would  conclude  that  you 
have  been  overfeeding  your  pullets,  and  over- 
stimulating  them  also.  You  can,  early  in  the 
morning  before  they  are  otl"  the  roost,  pick  out 
the  ones  that  l;iy  the  soft-shelled  eggs  and  put 
them  in  a  pen  (or  coop)  by  themselves,  with  a 
pinch  of  epsom  salts  in  their  drinking  water, 
followed  by  a  little  lime  water  in  the  drinking 
water  or  in  the  mash.  Reduce  your  condi- 
ments, especially  cayenne  pepper,  and  feed 
less  at  noon,  also.  Y'our  ration  is  excessive  in 
that  full  feed  at  noon  added  to  the  splitrfeeds 
mid-foreuoon  and  mid-afternoon.  It  is  possi- 
ble, also,  that  you  make  them  jump  too  much 
for  cabbage.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  too  vio- 
lent exercise,  especially  if  the  birds  are 
"  tender  "  aliout  the  internal  organs. 

Yes,  soft-shelled  eggs  are  perfectly  good  to 
use;  they  are  perfect  eggs  all  but  the  shells. 
When  one  is  broken  on  the  platform  and  you 
cannot  save  it  bury  it  in  the  droppings  ami 
plaster,  to  prevent  the  birds  eating  it. — H. 


The  Benefit  of  Crossing. 

J[r.  Editor:— I  notice  tliatMr.  Dnston,  in  the  article 
on  "Best  Breeds  for  Bi-oilers,"  page;i36,  November  1st 
FAiiM-roL'LTiiv,  says :  "  Don't  be  in  a  hurry  to  cross 
your  stock,  as  no  one  can  make  me  believe  again  that 
there  is  anything  to  be  gained  by  crossing;  for  there  is 
no  place  that  a  thoroughbred  of  some  variety  will  not 
fill  the  bill,  and  once  j^ou  start  to  cross  wliere  can  y^ou 
stop?"  You  have  frequently  advocated  crossing  to 
improve  the  quality  of  stock.  How  do  you  reconcile 
your  advice  with  IMr.  Dustou's  conclusion? 

Hopkinton,  Mass.  J.  B.  G. 

That  is  a  fair  question,  and  deserves  a  fair 
answer.  There  are  two  sides  to  every  ques- 
tion—  and  to  get  an  inkling  of  Mr.  Duston's 
position,  we  must  oonsider  his  circumstances 
a  bit.  Mr.  Duston  faces  two  ways.  He  is  a 
breeder  and  raiser  of  thoroughbred  stock, 
consequently  looks  at  that  very  profitable  side 
of  his  business  in  connection  with  the  broiler 
side.  His  statement  should  read: — "There 
is  a  better  all-around  profit  in  selling  eggs  for 
hatching,  and  thoroughbred  breeding  stock, 
and  broilers,  than  in  selling  simply  eggs  for 
market  and  broilers."  Stated  in  that  way, 
you  get  a  better  idea  of  Mr.  Duston's  meaning. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  the  crossing 
of  two  distinct  lines  of  blood  stimulates  the 
animal  vigor  of  the  offspring.  Darwin's 
"  Animals  and  Plants  Under  Domestication  " 
gives  us  conclusive  proof  of  that;  and  since  it 
is  to  the  animal  vigor  of  our  birds  that  we 
must  look  for  prompt  fledging,  steady  and 
rapid  growth,  and,  (after  maturity)  egg  pro- 
duction, it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  the 
"quickening"  which  the  crossing  of  two 
strains  of  blood  gives  the  offspring  is  an 
important  factor  in  profits  from  eggs  and 
broilers.  It  is  so  well  known  that  cross- 
breds  fledge  quicker  and  grow  faster  as  chicks, 
we  need  not  dwell  upon  that  subject.  It 
should,  however,  be  mentioned  that  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  benefits  of  crossing 
may  be  gotten  by  introducing  absolutely  new 
blood  of  the  same  stock.  For  example,  Mr. 
Duston  is  much  in  love  with  White  Wyan- 
dottes.  By  taking  pains  to  introduce  abso- 
lutely new  (unrelated)  blood  into  his  stock 
each  year,  he  will  secure  most  of  the  benefits 
of  crossing;  he  will,  in  effect,  "cross"  two 
unrelated  (or  extremely  remotely  related) 
strains  of  blood,  and  his  stock  will  then  score 
up  to  the  top  notch  in  strength  and  vigor; 
but  it  will  most  certainly  be  weakened  in 
fancy  points.  That  is  the  rock  on  which  so 
many  "fancy"  breeders  are  wrecked.  They 
get  choice  stock  and  then  inbreed  it  year  after 
year  in  order  to  perpetuate  (intensify)  the 
show  points  — and  it  has  been  known  to  be 
carried  so  far  that  a  bird  has  proved  to  be 
practically  barren  (if  a  female)  or  impotent 
(if  a  male).  A  case  is  mentioned  in  Teget- 
mcier's  "Table  and  Market  Poultry  versus 
Fancy  Fowls,"  where  an  extremely  fine  White 
Faced  Black  Spanish  hen  was  said  to  be 


barren.  "  Oh  no,"  said  the  owner,  "  She  has 
laid  an  egg!"  There  was  anti-crossing  (anti- 
introducing  new  blood)  carried  to  its  furthest 
limit. 

With  this  explanation  of  our  position,  our 
correspondent  will,  we  think,  understand  the 
difference  between  Mr.  Duston's  position  and 
ours.  We  were  considering  "  profit  from 
poultry"  solely  from  the  standpoint  of  strength 
and  vigor  as  affecting  egg-production  and 
quick  growth  of  chicks;  Mr.  D.  had  in  view 
his  sales  of  eggs  for  hatching  and  sales  of 
breeding  stock  as  well  as  the  market  side  of 
the  question  —  and  both  are  right. 

INCUBATORS  ^a^'""^  $6.00 

S.  HOWARD  MEKRYMAN,  Bosley,  Mtl. 

Tlio  best  of  geueral  purpose 
fowls. 

The  Lord  Berkleji  Strain, 

best  of  Dark  Brahmas. 
Choice  stock  at  reasonable 
prices.  Cockerels  for  cross- 
ing, S2  each. 

II.  1>.  KENDAJLL, 
Lowell ,  Mass. 


Blue  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Hifjhest  scoriiif^  pullets  sliuwi.  by  any  cxhiliilor  at 
Coucorcland  Muueliester,  N.  H.,  aud  Aiue^iinry,  Mass., 
Dec, '95.  "20  l)irds  witli  average  score  of  fl\  -Indge 
JVruY  at  Conoord,  N.  H.,  Jan.,  "05.  ('OCK  Ki; 
froiii  !>3J  point  females,  S'2  to  So  eaeli.  rn.mpi  am! 
careful  atlenlion  giveu  to  orders  and  rorrcspondencc. 
  F.  K.  COLBY.  Kow  Mills,  N.  H. 


I  liave  over  f\\  <■  \\ 
First  class  hroeiliiii: 
AVhite  Plymouth  \Un 
S.  C.  Brown  Leglmriis  and  <  > 
Try  me.  I  cau  satisfy  aud  pi 

D.  T.  H  KIIvrLICH, 
.(a«  ksonville,  Ills 


I  1-1  licks  for  sale, 
ii'l--.  Barredand 
llutF Cocliins, 
■I'l  i^ht  Bantams, 


BRED  FROM  THE  BEST  STRAINS 
and  MATED  for  the  BEST  RESULTS. 

Rose  Comb  AVhite  Leghoi-ns,  Rose  ("'oml)  I'.rown 
Legliorns.  "Frozen  combs  are  rare  in  ilii^  \;iriety." 
yiDgle  Comb  White  Leghorns,  Sui!.'l<-  *  .imli  nrown 
Leghorns;  Leghorns  vietd  more  eggs  tlt;in  otlier 
class  of  fowls.  Li^^lit  Hrahmas,  Harrr.i  I'lMnouih 
Rocks.  For  practical  iHirp'>-c^.  "  (r".L's  .-nid  un-M  I  ht-sc 
two  breeds  are  uiie-inal'.''].  <  tn  |-  )i<  ii,s  ;i  i  <■  hrcd  i  m-  crs. 
Eggs  for  hatchlTig  srii'ct'-d  iiKiliiiL'^^.  l:;  cl'^;-  S'.'.  (Mhi-r 
matings,  rechiced  itrice.  Choice  IJrown  Leghorn  Cock- 
erels for  sale.    W' rite  for  wants. 

BACHE  &  JAYNE, 
 Nanticoke,  Luzerne  Co..  Fa.  Lock  Box  124. 

THE  UlillVERSAL 
Hatcher 

AND 

Brooder. 

Every  macliiDe  warranted. 
Send 'for  free  calalo>.'iie. 
E.  W.  ANDREWS, 
111  K.  Market  fSI.. 
 Eluiira,  N.  Y. 

INCUBATOR  EGGS 

From  lar^e  vip:orous  tliorou^-'hbred  B.  Plyiiwuith 
Kocks.  Hied  tor  prolilic  layiug  and  luarkel  qualities. 
S6  iier  100. 

GROVE  HLLL  POULTRY  YARD.S. 

Box  40,  Waltliam .  Ma ss. 


Old  IVIaids 


can  be  had  for  the  "  asking;"'  so  can  old  dried  up  Tobacco 
Stems.  Why,  oh  why,  waste  time  looking  for  them?    To  be 
strong  they  must  be  fresh.   They  keep  well  in  bales,  I  sell  a 
125  pound  bale  f»)r  $1.50  on  cars  N .  Y.  Citv. 
\.  STOOTHOFF,  331  Madison  Ave.,  New  Y^ork  City. 


li^H^Pl ANOS !  ORGAN S!  FREE!! 


MMM< 


Test  trial  £or  SO  days  in  your  own  home.  NO  MONEY  KEOriKED. 

. PIAISOS-ORGANS  FROM  S25.oo  up, 

In.-ludiin.-  a  fompk-te  Musi.-al  Outfit.    CASH  Or  EASY  PAYMENTS. 

HEW  SOUVENIR  CATilLOGUE  '^^^^^^^ 


.    Worth  it»  Weight  In  Gold.  We  pay 

chill  ires  on  it  and  send  it  FREK,  all  you  hnve  to  do  ia  to  apk  i'orit  to-dny 
pleiiBf.  Kenieniber  this  is  the  old  established  house  o£  CORNISH  &  CO..  the 
only  liim  in  the  world  selhng  exclunively  from  Factory  to  Fannly  direct    A  single  instrument  at  wholesale' 
inrice.  We  save  you  from  S25.00  to  S250.00.  Write  at  once,  COmSIsJl  Jfc  CO.,  Estab.  30  yr5.,Waehlnetoii,N.  J., 
■  «  «  I  M  M  »  ♦  >  M  »  t  »  M««  t  »»»»<M«M  M  M»«»»l>«»»*»**»*  " 
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■without  the  aid  of  the  PLAN  ET  J  R.  tools,  is  like  cutting  an  acre  of  grass  with 
asickle.  With  them  you  can  almost  do  threedays' work  iruone.  Theydonearly  I 
everything  but  think.    The  new  Hill  Dropping  Seed  Drill  is  an  example  of  I 
the  perfect  ingenuity  of  the  PLAN  ET  J  R.  tools.    Opens  the  furrow,  drops  [ 
the  seed — in  hills  or  drills,  covers,  and  marks  the  next  row.  The  PLANET  JR. 

book  illustrates  and  explains  ail  the  PLANE  T JR.  Farm  and  Garden  Tools,  *  Tioill pay  you  to  j 
^et  and  read  it.    Mailedfree.  (f  S.  L.  ALLEN  &  CO.,  1107  Market  St.,  PHILADELPHIA. 


SAVE  %  your  FUEL 

By  using  our  (stove  pipe) 
RADIATOR  with  its  !20  Cross  Tubes, 

ONE  stove  or  furnace  does  the  work  of  TWO. 
Drop  postal  for  proofs  from  prominent  men. 

To  Introduce  our  Radiator 

the  first  order  from  each  neighborhood 
filled  at  wholesale  price,  and  secures  an 
agency.    Write  at  once. 

Rochester  Radiator  Company, 
6  Furnace  Street,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


Feed  for  Eggs 

Or    Don't    Keep    Poultry  at  all. 

It  ie  a  fact,  the  only  sure  way  to  make  poultry  pay  is  to  keep  them  in 
COlvDlTlON  to  lay  when  eggs  are  worth  from  25  to  60  cents  per  dozen. 

Sheridan's  Condition  Powder 

will  keep  your  chickens  strong  and  healthy;  It  will  make  young  pullets 
lay  earlyj  strengthens  the  old  hens:  makes  the  rooster  more  i^igorous.  Persons 
who  succeed  best  in  keeping  poultry,  commence  witli  little  chicks;  giving 
twice  a  week  an  even  teaspoonnil  of  Sheridan's  Condition  powder  mixed  with 
each  quart  of  food,  gradually  increasing  the  dose  until  pullets  are  laying. 


Is  absolutely  pure.  Highly  concentrated.  In  quantity 
costs  less  thaii  tenth  of  a  cent  a  day.  Ko  other  kind  like  it. 


Keep  Ifonr  Chickens  Healtby, 


Therefore,  no  matter  what  kind  of  food  you  use,  mix 
with  it  daily  Sheridan's  Powder,  Othen\'ise.  your  profits 
in  the  fall  and  winter  will  be  lost  when  the  price  for  eggs 
is  very  high.  It  assures  perfectassimilation  of  the  food 
elements  needed  to  produce  health  and  form  eggs.  It  is 
Bold  by  druggists,  frrocers  and  feed  dealers  or  by  mail. 
Single  pat-k,  oi^.  Five  gl.  L--irge  two-lh.  can  S1.20.  Six 
cans,  S5,  E-»p.  paid.  Sample"  BestPoultky  Paper"  free. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass, 
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A  Substantial  Ege  Average. 

Mr.  Editor:— lu  the  fall  of  18114  I  boiigbt 
four  Barred  I'lymoutli  Itock  and  four  I?lack 
Java  V'ullets  (they  were  not  thorouiclilireds, 
either),  which  coninicnecd  laying  on  the  fol- 
lowing Thanksgiving  day,  and  up  to  the  same 
day  this  year,  they  averaged  one  hundred  and 
titty  eggs  each.  IIow  is  that  for  heavy  fowl--? 
Some  of  them  got  broody  three  or  four  times, 
hut  I  never  disturbed  them  very  much,  think- 
ing they  would  do  better  if  I  let  them  rest 
awhile.  I  get  about  two  dozen  eggs  a  week 
now.  AV.  H.  11. 

Koine,  N.  Y. 


As  to  a  ?few  Standard, 
Mr.  Editor: — 1  notice  in  your  paper  of 
December  loth  au  article  by  Mr.  H.  F.  llardy, 
of  Lacouia,  N.  H.,  relating  to  a  uew  standard 
ami  comparison.  I  agree  with  him  iu  his 
belief,  and  think  his  ideas  are  good,  and  that 
he  is  on  the  right  road  to  what  we  poultry 
raisers,  who  breed  poultry  for  general  pur- 
poses, want,  I  know  from  experience  that 
after  I  have  worked  for  years  on  a  breed  and 
got  it  somewhere  near  what  it  should  be  for 
business,  and  still  keep  it  up  to  the  standard 
as  near  as  I  could,  that  the  standard  would  be 
altered  or  else  call  for  points  iu  a  bird  that  I 
could  not  have  and  get  what  I  wanted  for 
a  business  bird.  In  the  case  of  White 
Wyaiulottes,  I  have  had  cocks  iu  my  yards 
that  I  knew  were  not  up  to  the  standard  in 
color  of  feather,  but  were  just  what  I  liad  to 
have  in  order  to  get  the  qualities  which  I 
wanted,  and  must  have  in  order  to  make  them 
:i  good  general  purpose  fowl.  Now,  as  Mr. 
Hardy  says,  let  us  agree  on  something  that  is 
right,  then  we  can  go  ahead  and  know  what 
we  are  about.  So  I  say  again,  I  agree  with 
Mr.  Hardy,  and  hope  we  shall  see  some  satis- 
factory end  to  this.  P.  D.  'Wnn  K. 
Isorth  Attleboro,  Mass. 


Homoeopathy  for  Hens. 

Mr.  Editor: — That  article  in  the  October 
15th  issue  of  Farm-Poultky,  by  Dr.  Woods, 
was  worth  to  me  all  that  I  ever  paid  Fahm- 
POULTKY.  My  fowls  had  colds,  chiefly  in 
the  head,  eyes  watery,  and  nostrils  moist. 
I  used  the  mixture  he  prescribes,  and  the 
fowls  have  gained  quite  rapidly.  I  continued 
the  treatment  for  nearly  a  month,  and  they  are 
all  well.  I  separated  the  sick  by  themselves, 
but  gave  the  whole  flock  (two  hundred  pul- 
lets) the  mixture  for  two  weeks,  with  great 
benefit.  I  gathered  forty-five  eggs  yesterday, 
which  I  consider  a  fair  yield  for  now. 

Blackiiiton,  Mass.  J.  E.  T. 


Black  Minorca  Champion. 

Mr.  Editor :— I  have  a  flock  of  Black 
Minorcas,  twenty  hens  and  a  cock,  selected 
from  seventy  chicks  of  1894.  I  must  say  for 
laying,  while  there  may  be  other  varieties  just 
as  good,  no  one  can  convince  me  that  anything 
better  grows.  The  egsrs  are  large  and  many 
of  them;  and  I  find  a  ready  market  for  them 
at  frnod  prices.  J.  D.  H. 

Xew  Britain.  Conn. 


Correction  Cards  for  Incubator 
Thermometers. 

Mr.  Editor:  — It  would  be  a  most  excellent 
thing  if  all  manufacturers  of  incubators, 
instead  of  contenting  themselves  with  saying 
that  their  thermometers  are  of  the  best  con- 
struction, and  have  been  thoroughly  tested, 
should  furnish  with  each  thermometer  a 
"  correction-card  "  such  as  the  weather  bureau 
sends  out  with  all  thermometers  issued  to 
stations. 

Such  a  card  would  be  no  reproach  to  the 
quality  of  the  thermometer,  for  every  one  who 
has  had  any  experience  with  physical  instru- 
ments knows  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
to  make  any  instrument  perfectly  correct. 
Thermometers  are  adjusted  to  one  particular 
point  of  the  scale,  such  as  the  freezing  or 
boiling  point,  and  owing  to  almost  impercept- 
ible diflerences  in  the  calibre  of  the  tube  (for 
one  reason)  may  be  "  out "  as  much  as  a 
degree  or  two  at  other  points  of  the  scale. 
Even  the  most  expensive  and  delicately- 
constructed  thermometers,  sucli  as  were  fur- 
nished for  siiecial  observations  to  the  United 
States  signal  station  to  which  T  was  once 
attached,  have  corrections  to  be  applied  to  the 
readings  at  diflerent  parts  of  the  scale. 

Such  delicate  corrections  as  these,  which 
arc  obtained  by  "calibrating"  the  Iher- 
ii;ometer-lubes,  —  that    is,    measuring  the 


calibre  at  various  points,  would  be  neither 
necessary  nor  desirable  for  incubator  ther- 
mometers. 

It  would,  however,  be  a  very  simple  matter 
for  the  manufacturers  of  thermometers  to 
have  each  instrument  compared  with  an 
official  standard  tliermomelcr,  and  thus  be 
able  to  furnish  a  card  showing  the  correction 
to  be  applied  to  the  readings  from  90  to  110 
tlegrees. 

In  most  cases  this  correction  would  be  only 
a  few  tenths  of  a  degree,  and  could  be  diMC- 
garded;  though  the  card  would  still  serve  as 
an  oflicial  guaranty  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
thermometer.  I  have,  however,  had  ther- 
mometers furnished  with  a  well-known  incu- 
bator, which  were  more  than  a  degree  "  out  " 
at  the  critical  part  of  the  scale.  These  ther- 
mometers I  sent  back,  and  had  replaced  by 
better  ones  —  but  I  could  have  used  them 
perfectly  well  with  a  correction-card. 

I  have  recently  heard  of  two  cases  where 
operators  working  with  the  same  make  of 
incubator,  spoiled  several  hatches  before  they 
learned  that  it  was  necessary  to  run  their 
thermometers  up  to  107  degrees  to  oljtain  the 
necessary  103  degrees,  or  in  other  words,  that 
they  had  to  apply  a  "correction''  of  four  degrees 
to  the  readings  of  the  instrument.  This  is  an 
excessive  case ;  but  even  here  a  correction- 
card  would  have  saved  trouble  and  disap- 
pointment. 

In  case  the  manufacturers  can  not  be 
induced  to  supply  these  cards,  I  fancy  it 
would  not  be  a  difficult  matter  for  incubator 
operators  to  get  their  thermometers  compared 
with  some  of  the  official  standards.  It  would 
be  far  better,  however,  if  every  tliermomelcr 
sold  were  accompanied  by  an  official  ••  correc- 
tion canl,"  even  if  the  price  were  materially 
increased  thereby.  Jonx  MuiiDOCH, 

Rock,  Mass.,  Kov.  16,  1895. 


Good  Laying. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  am  now  getting  from  ten  to 
twelve  eggs  a  day  from  thirty-eight  April- 
hatched  pullets.  C.  R.  T. 

Germantown,  X.  Y. 


Good  Blacli  Wyandotte  Weiglit. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  some  Black  Wyan- 
dottes  hatched  on  the  9th  of  July.  AVhen  two 
months  old,  one  of  the  cockerels  weighed 
three  pounds,  and  on  the  18th  of  Novemlicr 
weighed  seven  pounds.  I  think  this  good 
weight  for  Black  Wyandottes. 

In  your  Rochester,  X.  H.,  show  you  missed 
me.  I  won  all  on  Black  Wyandottes,  and  first 
on  Indian  Game  chicks. 

Somersworth,X.H.  Xewtox  Russell. 


Feathered  Legged  Wyandottes. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  When  I  read  your  story  of 
how  the  editor  of  a  paper  down  south  was 
clubbing  you  for  writing  something  you  didn't 
write,  I  was  greatly  amused,  and  thought  of 
the  saying  of  Josh  Billings  (I  think  it  was) 
who  said,  "  It's  better  not  to  know  so  much 
than  to  know  some  things  that  are  not  so ; 
and  that  homely  "  saw  "  was  recalled  to  mind 
again  to-day  when  I  was  looking  over  a  sample 
copy  of  a  poultry  paper  I  do  not  often  see, 
and  read  a  statement  of  the  wise  (?)  editor  of 
that  paper  to  the  eS'ect  that  he  had  never  seen 
a  feathered  legged  Wyandotte  of  any  variety. 
'•We  have  never  seen  a  feathered  legged  White 
Wyandotte,  and  we  have  seen  hundreds  of 
AVyandotte  chicks.  AVe  have  bred  Silver  and 
White  Wyandottes,  and  never  had  a  chick  to 
come  with  feathered  legs.  If  a  man  sells 
AVyandotte  eggs  which  produce  feathered 
legged  chicks  his  stock  is  not  pure,  or  if  pure 
a  cross  with  a  feathered  legged  male  has 
resulted,"'  and  a  lot  more  of  similar  nonsense. 

Now,  the  man  that  wrote  that  is  a  "  blind 
leader  of  the  blind,"  and  doesn't  know  what 
he  is  talking  about.  I  have  bred  three  varie- 
ties of  Wyandottes :  Silver,  Golden  and 
AVhite,  and  all  three  of  those  varieties  throw 
some  feathered  legged  and  some  single  combed 
chicks.  A  friend  of  mine  (and  formerly  a 
neighbor,  in  Maiden), bred  Silver  Wyandottes 
lifteen  to  twenty  years  ago,  when  they  were 
called  American  Sebriglits.  and  he  told  me 
then,  that  one  of  the  drawbacks  they  hud  was 
the  occasional  single  comb,  or  feathered  leg; 
and,  spe.Hking  of  single  combs  reminds  me 
that  Wallace's  book  notes  that, "  On  the  prcs- 
ei\tation  of  the  American  Sebrights,  the 
American  Poultry  Association  acknowledged 
the  promising  merits  of  the  new  breed,  but 
objected  to  the  name  on  the  ground  that  ft  was 


suggestive  of  Bantam.  They  knew,  too,  that 
several  types  of  the  new  breed  were  being 
cultivated,  and  that  the  admirers  of  each  were 
desirous  of  giving  new  names.  A  new  cross 
of  Silver  Spangled  Hamburg  and  Dark  Brahma 
now  appeared,  audit  was  much  in  advance 
of  the  other  crosses  in  type  and  desirable 
qualities,  although  it  possessed  a  pea  comb. 
One  party  earnestly  advocated  single  combs. 
Mr.  Wliittaker  was  in  favor  of  rose  combs; 
and  Mr.  Kidder  strongly  pressed  the  advant- 
ages of  a  pea  comb." 

This  was  in  1876,  less  than  twenty  years 
ago,  and  here  we  have  it  recorded  that  at  that 
time  breeders  of  Silver  Wyandottes  were 
divided  as  to  which  of  three  varieties  of  comb 
should  become  the  typical  comb  of  the  breed. 
Is  it  any  wonder  that  Wyandottes  throw, 
occasionally,  a  single  comli  ?  Would  an 
experienced  breeder  be  surprised  at  even  a 
pea  comb? 

If  that  is  true  of  combs,  how  much  more 
must  we  expect  an  occasional  chick  with 
feathered  legs,  when  both  Cochin  and  Dark 
Brahma  blood  was  used  in  the  making  of 
them.  Surely,  the  editor  who  could  write 
that  he  had  never  seen  a  feathered  legged 
AV'yandotte  chick  must  be  grossly  ignorant  of 
Wyandottes;  and,  furthermore,  could  never 
have  read  Mr.  Wallace's  book.  AVhy,  less 
than  ten  years  ago  one  of  the  oldest  and  be>t 
knovru  Wyandotte  breeders  said,  publicly,  at 
one  of  the  leading  shows  of  the  year,  that  he 
"  didn't  care  for  a  feather  stub  on  the  leg  of  a 
chick ;  he  never  rejected  a  good  bird  for  feath- 
ered legs ! " 

I  believe  that  conscientious  breeders  are 
now  rejecting  birds  that  show  feather  stubs 
on  shanks,  or  between  toes,  and  that  the 
"tendency"  to  those  feathers  is  steadily 
lessening.  Speaking  of  feathers  between  toes, 
■  reminds  me  that  iu  my  experience  that  was  a 
greater  difficulty  than  feathers  on  the  shanks 
themselves.  Especially  was  this  true  with  the 
Golden  AVyandottes  when  I  bred  them.  The 
feathers  were  very  insignificant,  oftentimes 
so  minute  as  to  escape  any  but  the  most  care- 
ful scrutiny;  and  only  last  winter  I  saw  in 
the  show  room  a  GoUKu  AA'yandotte  pullet 
that  had  taken  first  prize,  with  a  score  of  94.^, 
which  a  critical  examination  showed  had  two 
tiny  feathers  between  the  first  and  second  toes 
of  the  right  foot,  and  none  on  the  left.  The 
judge  had  overlooked  them  entirely,  and, 
indeed,  any  one  but  an  experienced  AA'yandotte 
breeder,  who  knew  well  the  weak  points  of 
that  variety,  would  never  have  noticed  them. 

There  are  "outs"  in  all  varieties,  and  the 
Wyandottes  are  no  exception  to  the  rule;  but 
it  is  a  misfortune  that  any  one  should,  (through 
ignorance  presumably),  falsely  represent  them 
as  free  from  a  fault  which  is  probably  their 
most  serious  one.  The  misrepresentation 
harms  the  breed;  mi>representation  or  mis- 
statemeut  harms  oM^  breed.  It  is  better  that 
the  plain  truth  be  plainly  and  intelligently 
stated,  and  each  breed  be  given  its  honest  due, 
then  there  will  be  fewer  misunderstandings, 
fewer  disappointments.  No  man  is  perfect; 
similarly  no  bird  is  perfect.  There  are  defects, 
faults,  in  all,  and  the  sooner  we  frankly 
acknowledge  it  the  better  for  our  favorite 
varieties  and  for  the  poultry  business  as  a 
whole.  S.  G.  AV. 

AVorcester,  Mass. 


Irving  AVhiting,  a  breeder  of  Leghorns, 
Buff  Cochins  and  AY.  F,  Black  Spanish,  and 
who  is  vi\>o  secretary  of  the  Ansonia  Poultry 
Association,  writes  :  '•  1  heartily  recommend 
Bowker's  Animal  Meal,  believing  that  for 
laying  bens  it  is  the  hot  food  iu  this  line  in 
the  market.'" 


Mr.  C.  AA'.  Cole,  Dighton,  Mass.,  exhibited 
two  AVhite  Indian  Game  cockerels  and  two 
pullets  at  the  Providence  show,  and  won  1st 
and  "id  on  cockerel,  and  2d  and  od  on  pullet. 

Mr.  Cole's  stock  is  from  Sharp's  best  birds, 
and  he  has  some  choice  cockerels  left.  Our 
readers  should  write  to  him  for  a  bargain. 

Do  you  know  a  good  farm 
and  fruit  paper  Avhen  you  see 
it  ?  Let  us  send  vou  the 
Rural  Kcxi'-Yorkcr  this  Aveek. 
Send  your  address  ;  no  money. 

The  Rural  Ncw-A'ofker, 

Pe»il  street.  New  A  wt. 


There 
Are 
Some 
Things 


That  a  child 

can  do  as  well 

as  a  grown  person. 


For  Instance 


Fitt.UO.MA  UA-IIKK  CO., 
HilliMlale,  Mich. 


US.  'Ve  fiell  TOOT  Poultry,  VeaHU 
Fruits  :>nd  all  produce  at  high- 
est prices.  DAIX;y  fcf.TirE:S3.  in 
gt«ncil^t  prices  and  reffir^jncea,  write 
F.  L  biGE  &  HONS.  18S  lieade       S.  X. 


COCKS,  COCKERELS, 

r  have  tlircc^rocKl  Wliilfc  Wyantlottfe  c^KJitS-pric'  S'l. 
$4.  Vi.  U  liiti^  \Vvan<l'iti*;.  I,t.Bralnua  and  Barrel  V. 
Kock  cockerels.  go*_.d  I^inls  %i  r-ach ;  bttt*rr  S3:  best  $4 
cacli. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

so.  NATICK,  MASS. 


BRECK'S 
pgULTl^Y 


send,  carriage  paid,  pal.  size  for  .  *  r  1  ^\\. 
size  forSl.i:5.  ^  «  mail  fret-.  "Point-*  l.>r  iv.nUry 
Kaisers,"  52  pa^es.  ou  applicatiou.  Tlease 
meiition  this  priper. 

JOSEPH  BRECK  it  SONS, 
Everything  in  Wooden  ware,  as  well  as 
"Everytliing  for  Farm.  Garden  and  I^wn." 

Lowest  prices,  wholesale  and  retiil. 
47  to  54  North  3Iarket  Street,  Boston. 


>Iention  tliis  paper  when  ordering.  :ind  wt-  will 
mail  you  a  I'oultrj-  Marker  or  Three  S»ecl  Scented 
Tuiip  Bulbs,  free. 

The  Hydro  Safety  Lamp. 


THE  OAKES  ADJUSTABLE 
THERMOMETER-i'-^--"'-- 

THERMOSTATIC  BARS, 
REGULATORS,  HYGROMETERS, 

BRASS  BOILERS  and  TANKS, 

and  ererythin?  in  the  line  of  Incubator  an<l  Brotxler 
supplies  are  manufaclurir'i  I>y 

L.  li.  OA„K£$,  Bloomin^on,  Indiana. 

Senfi  stamp  for  illustrated  catalogue  ronraiuiog  val- 
ualile  information  on  the  subject  of  Lea;ii.i.-  .»uJ  tk^m- 
lating  incubators.  ~  

FORD'S 

1896 

BOOK 

CHOICE 
TESTED 
6ARDEN 
FLOWER 
&  FIELD 


EEDS 


I  [.  v.  r.tc  :  .^y  it  s 
Free.  If  y"u  p:*:::  i  tree 
or  .-ow  a  seec  yo-i  nevd  it. 
If  voa  are  a  market  (gard- 
ener, let  i:s  kn^w  it-  Men- 
tion this  psi^er.  Fraak 
Ford  A;  ^n,  BatCBUv  O. 


MINORCAS. 

BLACK    AND  WHITE 

Cockerels  aiui  jinlkts  for  s;iU',  bn^l  fr"ii!  iiri*-  r-.-l 
slock.  Hes.1  layiu^  hens  cu  earth.  Wlun  \>nnni 
for  prices,  idwavs  meuUon  n  hat  vou  want,  ukI  svihI 
stamp.  J.        bOi  n. 

Turin,  N.  T. 


DENT'S 
Toothache  Gum 

STOPS  TOOTHACHE  INSTAKTIY. 

Ask  tor  DE.NT'5 ;  take  no  other. 
SoU  e\-er\-where,  or  bv  mail  1=^  cts. 
C  S.  DE-NT  &  Co.,  DETKCHT,  iAXM 


'Vnfs  C-r,:  Cu-:  Cr.'fs  C:rr:s.  F:--  -:-.  IfVrr.^ 
A.Ve»vJ( 


The  Home.  Hi 


WOVEN  m  FENCE 


4     22c.  a  Rod. 

.  . ..  Pree. 
KITSELMAN  8RCS.. 


18  KARM^POUIvTRY 


Doesn't  Get  Eggs. 
Mr.  Editor:  —  I  sold  oflf  my  old  hens,  all 
except  five  or  six,  a  year  ago,  aud  started  into 
the  winter  with  about  sixty  head  in  four 
houses,  having  about  one  hundred  square  feet 
of  floor  space  in  each.    Bought  six  cans  of 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder,  determined  to 
have  eggs  in  winter.  t 
In  11th  month,  "91,  had  149  eggs. 
In  12th  month,  '94,  had  84  eggs. 
In  1st   month,  '95,  had  17  eggs. 
In  2d    month,  '95,  had  scarcely  any  eggs. 
In  3d    month,  '95,  had  438  eggs. 
In  4th  month,  '95,  had  609  eggs. 
In  5th  month,  '95,  had  390  eggs— and  so  on. 
In  9th  month  had  ten  eggs,  one  egg  a  day 
for  first  six  days  of  10th  month,  and  have  not 
had  an  egg  since  from  thirty  hens.  Have 
>elected  thirteen  to  keep  over,  and  shall  fatten 
the  rest  for  market.   They  have  all  moulted, 
and  have  their  new  feathers,  and  look  well. 
Have  a  nice  lot  of  pullets,  mostly  Plymouth 
Rocks,  that  look  as  if  they  ought  to  lay  soon. 
A  fire  last  winter  burned  up  five  cans  of  my 
Sheridan's  Condition  Powder.    With  eggs 
at  a  cent  apiece,  and  for  a  short  time  in  winter 
one  and  one-half  cents  apiece,  I  have  to  study 
economy  to  get  pay  for  food  and  labor. 

For  grit  I  use  coal  cinders,  sifted  between  a 
one-fourth  and  one-eighth  inch  sieve,  and 
they  consume  a  large  amount  of  it.  Have 
never  had  any  oyster  shells.  Have  a  Mann 
bone  mill.  Feed  a  mash  of  clover  in  morning, 
with  linseed  meal,  bran,  ground  oats,  corn 
aud  barley.  Raised  some  cabbage  and  carrots 
for  winter.  They  have  eaten  largely  of  fallen 
apples  this  fall.  They  have  been  very  broody 
this  summer  and  fall.  I  subscribed  to  Farm- 
Poultry  to  learn  how  to  have  eggs  in  winter, 
but  have  failed  so  far.  Hope  to  do  better  this 
winter.   In  the  spring  of '94  I  bought  a  sitting 

of  eggs  of  ,  claimed  to  be  bred  for  layers. 

Hatched  eleven  chicks,  raised  nine  —  but  only 
three  were  pullets.  I  got  the  first  egg  from 
those  pullets  3,  22,  '95,  when  they  were  about 
ten  months  old,  and  in  nearly  five  months 
they  had  laid  only  ninety-two  eggs.  They  are 
confined  to  a  small  yard  15  x  40,  but  have  a 
clover  mash  every  morning  and  wheat  at 
night.  I  feed  no  corn.  My  fowls  have  all 
seemed  very  healthy.  Have  raised  two  hun- 
dred chickens  this  year. 

I  am  unable  to  learn  to  recognize  my  hens, 
so  cannot  tell  which  are  the  best  layers  to 
select  from.  If  I  see  one  on  the  nest  I  cannot 
remember  to  tell  which  it  was.  I  would  like 
to  add  to  my  small  income  by  my  poultry,  but 
I  have  not,  so  far,  got  much  profit  from  them. 
I  put  two  loads  of  clover  chafl'in  my  houses, 
(two  of  which  have  board  floors,  and  two 
cement)  for  them  to  scratch  in.  Have  sprayed 
them  twice  recently  with  kerosene  emulsion. 
Have  dust  boxes  aud  grit  boxes,  and  have  an 
inner  door  of  wire-mesh,  to  admit  light  and 
fresh  air,  so  they  have  to  do  without  scratch- 
ing sheds.  Houses  are  boarded  up  and  down, 
striped  and  lined  inside  with  tarred  paper,  or 
black  Neponset,  and  are  dry  and  comfortable. 
Any  suggestions  which  you  can  make  to  help 
me  this  winter  will  be  thankfully  received. 
Barnesville,  Ohio.  S.  W. 

[We  would  think  you  failed  to  get  eggs 
because  of  insufficient  food.  All  the  particu- 
lars which  you  give  pointto  that  conclusion  — 
as,  for  example,  the  P.  Rock  pullets  not  com- 
ing to  laying  till  they  were  ten  months  old. 
P.  Rock  pullets  usually  lay  at  five  to  six 
months  old,  on  our  farm,  and  your  highest 
egg-yield,  in  April,  being  but  ten  eggs  per  hen 
for  the  month.  Your  hens  should  have  laid 
at  least  twenty  eggs  ajjiece  that  month  ;  and, 
if  well  fed,  should  have  laid  forty  per  cent  of 
their  number  in  December,  fifty  per  cent  in 
January  and  February,  aud  sixty  to  seventy- 
five  per  cent  in  March  and  April. 

It  is  possible,  too,  that  your  fowls  are  lousy 
—  and  if  they  are  they  can't  lay.  The  spray- 
ing with  kerosene  emulsion  hits  the  "  red- 
spider"  lice,  which  live  in  the  cracks  and 
crevices  of  the  roosts,  nest  boxes  and  walls  of 
the  houses  —  but  does  not  reach  the  body-lice 
which  live  upon  the  fowls  themselves.  For 
them,  dusting  an  insect  powder  into  the 
feathers,  working  it  close  down  to  the  skin,  is 
the  remedy. 

We  think  your  fowls  should  have  oyster 
shells,  or  a  good  sharp  grit,  in  addition  to  the 
coal-cinders,  which  are,  we  assume,  the  cin- 
ders of  "soft"  coal.  You  do  not  tell  us  if 
you  replaced  the  five  cans  of  Sheridan's 
Powder  that  was  burned.  If  not,  you  couldn't 
have  got  any  good  from  it.   Feed  the  fowls  a 


good  food-ration,  something  after  the  manner 
of  ours,  described  in  December  1st  number, 
and  stimulate  them  a  little  with  Sheridan's 
Condition  Powder,  and  they  will  lay  you  eggs. 
They  have  got  to  have  a  surplus  of  food  of 
which  to  make  the  eggs  over  and  above  that 
required  for  their  bodily  wants. —  Ed.] 


The  Egg  and  Broiler  Combination. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  read  with  much  inter- 
est your  article,  under  the  above  heading  on 
page  354,  November  15th  number.  I  am  very 
glad  to  have  seen  the  article  in  print,  because 
it  throws  much  light  upon  the  vexing  broiler 
question,  such  as  the  relation  of  average  of 
fertility  to  the  cost  of  marketable  product; 
but  I  must  think  you  have  "  begged  the  ques- 
tion "  when  you  accuse  me  of  "  trotting  out 
a  '  roaster  record'  to  define  a  broiler  market." 
I  did  not  trot  out  a  roaster  record,  but  a 
broiler  and  roaster  record.  The  table  was 
printed  in  the  price-current  it  was  copied 
from,  precisely  as  I  gave  it  in  my  letter.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  your  readers  would  be 
interested  to  see  the  table  in  full,  giving,  as  it 
does,  a  glimpse  at  the  market  rating  of  both 
broilers  and  roasters,  and  I  so  gave  it.  It  in 
no  way  detracts  from  the  weight  of  the  broiler 
prices  which  I  produce  in  evidence  to  have 
the  "  roaster  record  "  (as  you  call  it)  put  in  a 
parallel  column  with  it. 

In  your  article  you  reiterate  your  belief  that 
the  egg  and  broiler  combination  pays  better 
by  selling  the  eggs  when  prices  are  high,  and 
turning  them  into  broilers  when  prices  are 
low.  you  say  "the  items  in  favor  of  this 
are :  1,  less  cost  of  fuel;  2,  cheaper  food;13, 
cheaper  eggs  and  better  fertility,"  and  wholly 
ignore  the  fact  that  those  broilers  undoubtedly 
produced  at  a  less  cost,  came  upon  a  glutted 
market  and  find  prices  extremely  low.  What 
advantage  is  cheaper  production  if  we  receive 
but  the  meagre  prices  due  to  the  fact  that 
"  everybody"  then  has  chickens  to  sell  ?  You 
misquote  me  also  in  saying  that  fifty  cents  is 
the  highest  price  set  by  me,  the  chick  having 
cost  twenty-five  cents  to  raise.  That  selling 
price  applies  to  weight,  and  not  to  count; 
hence  a  chick  which  was  marketed  at  one  and 
one-half  pounds  weight  would  bring  seventy- 
five  cents  —  and,  costing  twenty-five  cents  to 
raise,  would  give  two-hundred  per  cent  profit 
— while  your  cheaper  produce  J  chicken,  selling 
for  twelve  to  fifeeen  cents  a  pound,  would 
bring  twenty  to  twenty-five  cents,  having 
cost  (by  your  own  figures)  fifteen  cents  to 
raise. 

I  am  unable  to  understand  how  you  can 
claim  "cheaper  food  "  for  the  summer  broiler. 
'Tis  true  the  "  free-range "  chickens  of  the 
farms  find  a  proportion  of  their  food;  but 
those  "rangy"  chickens  are  very  differeut 
from  the  plump,  juicy,  "stall-fed"  broilers 
which  bring  the  fancy  prices.  It  is  not  alone 
the  scarcity  of  chickens  in  March,  April  and 
May  that  induces  those  high  prices,  but  also 
the  fact  that  their  flesh  is  "  delicate "  and 
toothsome.  It  is  not  alone  the  superabundance 
of  chickens  in  July  and  August  that  makes 
them  low  in  price,  but  also  the  fact  that  they 
are  tough,  "  stringy ;  "  have  run  to  "  muscle" 
instead  of  "  flesh."  If  the  summer  broilers 
are  raised  as  "  broilers,"  i.  e.,  in  the  brooder 
houses  and  yards,  their  food  will  cost  the 
same,  save  that  some  less  food  will  be  con- 
sumed in  resisting  the  cold. 

A  strong  argument,  however,  in  favor  of 
winter  broilers,  is  thatone's  "plant,"  (incuba- 
tors, brooders,  etc.)  is  idle,  is  non-producing, 
unless  he  is  utilizing  it  in  raising  chickens; 
and  a  collateral  branch  of  that  argument  is 
that  the  poultryman  himself  has  more  leisure 
then  than  at  any  other  time  of  year,  and  that 
leisure  can  well  be  utilized  upon  chickens.  In 
other  words,  the  plant  would  be  idle  and  the 
time  lost  unless  chickens  were  being  raised. 
The  other  side  of  this  idea  should  not  be  over- 
looked, either,  and  that  is  that  at  the  time 
when  eggs  are  low  in  price  the  plant  and  time 
are  needed  for  raising  the  laying-breeding 
stock.  Poultrymen  do  not,  as  a  rule,  have 
duplicate  "  plants,"  one  to  be  occupied  with 
broiler  chicks  and  the  other  with  chicks  for 
laying-breeding  stock ;  we  mostly  have  but 
one  "  plant,"  and  using  that  upon  broiler- 
chicks  in  winterand  chicks  for  laying-breeding 
stock  in  spring  and  summer,  seems  to  me  the 
best  plan. 

I  was  much  interested  in  the  replies  you 
received  from  the  "  congress  of  poultrymen  " 
you  summoned  to  testify  in  your  behalf,  and 
I  must  say  I  think  they  do  not  strengthen 


your  case.  Mr.  Duston  says  he  never  raised 
summer  broilers,  hence  doesn't  know  —  but 
he  has  told  us  in  the  article  you  reprinted 
from  the  Seliable  Poultry  Journal,  that  the 
winter-hatched  chickens  paid  him  well.  Of 
the  other  answers,  Seeley,  Rankin  andMcFet- 
ridge  positively  recommend,  or  at  least  favor, 
winter  hatching,  with  some  "  ifs"  as  to  fertil- 
ity of  eggs:  and  Holman  and  Campbell 
incline  to  your  side  with  the  same  "  ifs  "  as  to 
fertility,  etc. ;  in  Mr.  Campbell's  case,  very 
prominently  set  forth. 

I  repeat  that  I  am  glad  to  have  seen  your 
article  in  print,  because  it  gives  us  needed 
light — and  the  discussion  of  these  questions 
is  a  help;  but  I  cannot  see  that  my  strong 
faith  in  the  profitableness  of  winter-hatched 
chicks  has  been  shaken.  It  is  true  the  raiio 
of  fertile  eggs  and  mortality  among  the  chicks 
has  to  be  considered,  and  the  "ability"  of  the 
poultryman  is  also  a  factor  —  but  I  firmly 
believe  it  is  "  the  early  chick  that  brings  in  the 
shekels."  M.  J. 

Middleboro,  Mass. 


A  Good  Profit. 

Mr.  Editor  :  —  I  have  seen  in  your  paper  a 
number  of  reports  of  eggs  laid,  and  I  send  you 
my  record  for  the  year  just  closed,  November 
1st,  '94  to  October  31st,  '95.  I  had  ninety 
pullets  and  five  hens. 


November, 

1894, 

1044  eggs. 

December, 

1512  « 

January, 

1895, 

1560 

February, 

1548 

March, 

1536  " 

April, 

1656 

May, 

1224  " 

June, 

1164 

July, 

1224  " 

August, 

a 

840  " 

September, 

1008  " 

October, 

696  " 

15,012 

Number  eggs  per  hen,  158. 

Average  price  per  dozen,  23  cents. 
Eggs  sold  for,  1287.73 
Am't  poultry  sold,  55.00 

$342.73 

Costof  food,  etc.,  82.00 
$260.73 

Net  profit  per  hen  $2.74.^. 

The  amount  of  poultry  and  eggs  sold  is 
equal  to  thirty-four  porkers  that  would  di-ess 
two  hundred  pounds  apiece,  and  sell  for  five 
cents  a  pound  (the  price  now  being  paid).  I 
earned  that  $260.73  a  great  deal  easier  than  I 
could  have  done  it  raising  thirty-four  pork- 
ers, and  in  a  great  deal  pleasanter  way,  too. 
I  now  have  ninety-seven  hens  and  pullets  on 
hand.  G.  E.  A. 

Fiskdale,  Mass. 

[That  is  a  very  good  profit  indeed;  but  we 
caimot  understand  how  you  can  feed  ninety- 
five  fowls  a  year  for  $82.  You  must  have 
raised  considerable  food  on  your  farm,  or  else 
they  were  "  small  feeders."  It  costs  us  $1.25 
to  $1.35  a  year  to  feed  a  hen,  "  feeding  for 
eggs." -Ed.] 


The  Insurance  Question. 

3Ir.  Editor:— Why  are  all  these  words  by 
your  correspondents,  friend  Hales  and  others, 
about  insurance?  Cannot  the  poultry  keepers 
think  of  the  delights  that  the  money  given  to 
these  insatiable  insurance  monopolies  might 
give  to  the  folks  at  home,  rather  than  look 
upon  their  hard-earned  pennies  running  the 
race-horses  of  the  stockholders? 

With  humane  precautions,  such  as  should 
be  observed  for  the  safety  of  our  pets,  fire  is 
next  to  impossible — a  carelessly  built  flue, 
cheap  oil,  unprotected  rags,  loathsome  tobacco, 
the  only  causes  of  fires  from  incubator  and 
brooder  houses,  are  causes  that  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  houses  of  men  who  are  fit  to  care 
for  poultry. 

The  premium  of  insurance  is  a  premium  for 
carelessness. 

Spend  your  insurance  money  for  the  better 
homes  and  better  care,  and  your  fowls  will 
be  less  apprehensive  of  being  roasted  before 
their  time  than  if  the  money  goes  into  the 
pockets  of  the  bloated  bondholder  while  your 
chickens  and  children  have  poorer  houses  aud 
empty  crops. 

Keep  healthy  so  that  dollars  rlo  not  go  into 
pretty  generally  swindling  life  insurance  com- 
panies. E.  W. 

Mellincourt,  Mill  Neck,  N.  Y. 


Janiaary  1 


FIRST  PRIZE  COCKEREL 

At  New  York  show,  1S94.  His  sire  and  sire's  brother 
were  the  1st  aud  ^d  prize  cocks  at  the  same  show ;  aud 
jjraudsire  took  1st  at  New  York,  '92.  We  bold  the  best 
Barred  P.  Rock  record  for  11  years;  also  the  best 
cockerel  record  for  8  years  —  both  won  at  New  York. 
Fiue  birds,  trios,  aud  breediug  yards  for  sale.  Cir- 
cular free, 

BRADLEY  BROS., 

 Box  9fi3.  Lee,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A. 


SEND  TO  E.  WHITNEY  &  CO., 

Na,tick,  Mass., 

For  a  10  tb.  box  of  their 

Supei  Gaifioiate  of  Lime. 

The  great  destroyer  of  Verniiu  on  Cattle,  Dogs  and 
Poultry.  It  kills  .germs,  dispels  foul  odors,  etc.  War- 
ranted to  do  as  advertised  or  niouey  refunded.  Safe 
to  handle.   For  other  iufornuitiun.  send  for  circulars. 


Decker's  Incubator  Thermometer. 

By  Mail  Sl.OO. 
DECKEK'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS, 

for  poultry  and  pigeons,  25  cLs.per  doz.;  40cts.  for  two 
doz.;  $1.25" per  liundred.  Three  years  in  use.  Adopted 
by  lioulti'y  associations.  Send  for  circular  giving  par- 
ticulars aiid  glowiuii-  testimonials. 

W.  .J.  DKCKKK  &  CO.,  Cresskill,  N.  .J. 


PROGRE.SSIVB 

Poultrymen  can,  b}^  writing  to  E.  "VVohler, 
Station  '•  E,  "  Bulfalo.  N.  Y.,  learn  of  a  very 
useful  poultry-yard  implement. 


WHEAT 

S1.30  per  100  lbs.  JIix?d  Grain  Sl.OO  and  $1.20.  Every- 
thing for  poultry,  t'attle  Feed  richer  than  Shorts  60c. 
per  100  lbs :  Sll  per  to  ? ;  310  per  ton  in  car  lots.  Hogs 
Ujrive  on  this  feed. 

C.  A.  PARSONS, 

154  Commercial  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


 THE  

CREAMY  PRIZES 

.  ON  

wm  PIT.  m 

At  Madison  Square  Garden,  New  York,  Feb., 
1895,  were  won  bv  E.  B.  Thompson,  iucludiug 
the  main  prize  of  Sterling  Silver  Cup,  value 
JitiTOO,  for  finest  (H.-^play;  1st  and  4th  ou  cock- 
erels: 1st  and  :3r<l  "ii  jtiiiU-ts;  Ist  aud  3nd  ou  hens; 
ti--etlier  with  ni  Ikt-,  making  a  grand  total  of  10 
r^'j^ular  prizes  and  .-^iiloo  cup  out  of  a  possible  15 
r(inii>c|<-d  U<v.  Ply.  SEorks  won  more  1st  prizes 
lli.in  ill!  roimpetitors  <<nnbiiiefl  and  every  spe- 
cial oitfU'd.  iiiviiu'iliic  .-^how  birds  and  prime 
breeders  lursaie.  Illustrated  cat'gue  on  application. 
Address 

E.  B.  THOMPSON, 

Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y. 


NIAGARA  FAKM. 

Incubator  eggs,  tliorougiibred  crosses,  S4  per  100. 
Fine  W.  Cochin  cock,  good  B.  Cochin  hen.  Order 
llioroughljred  eggs  now  dirt  clieap.  Circular  free. 
 \V.  R.  CUKTIS.s  &  CO..  Ransomville,  N.  Y. 


At  Madison  Square  Garden,  12  Prizes. 

Lots  of  prizes  at  other  large  shows.  We  tiave  R. 
and  S.C.  Js.  Leghorns,  Bar'd  and  Wli.  P.  Rocks,  BI. 
Langshans,  and  L.  Brahmas,  We  have  males  of 
nearly  all  above  breeds  that  scored  95  and  over  in  the 
show  room  as  cockerels.  Eggs  only  $1  per  13:75 
eggs,  $5.  P.  Duck  of  heaviest  stock.  Belgian  Hares, 
very  large,  Stamp.  W.  W.  KULP, 

Pottstown,  Pa, 


1806 


Farm=  Poultry 


10 


Shows  To  Oft'lir. 


New  Englaiul  States. 

,Iau.l4— 1<.  B"sli>iiP<)iiltrv  Ass'd. Boston, Mass. 
V.  Mlnot  Wfld.  Sec')-,  131  Devoiisliire  St..  Boston. 

Middle  States. 

Jan.  1—1.  91!.  Wilkes  Barrc  Poulli  y,  P.  anil  T'.  S. 
Ass'n,  Wilkes  Barie,  I'a.   K.  S.  KJrkliuft",  t  or.  Si'.-  > . 

.lau.  1—4,  West  I'liester  Poultry  and  P.  Ass'n, 
West  Cbcster.  Pa.   Fieii  V.  Reid,  Sec  y. 

.lau.  (i — 1-.  "ii^"'.  .\lk-ntown  Poultry  and  P.  Ass'n. 
Allentown,  I'a.  Jolju  W.  Yoachlm,  ttec'y. 

Jan.  14— !<:,  "9t!.  Canastota  Poultry  and  P.  S.  Ass'ii, 
(■.maslota,  X.  Y.   H.  A.  Ostrander,  Sec  y. 

Jan.  14— IS,  Pittsburg  Poultry,  1*.  anil  P.  S. 
Ass'u.lMtlsliurg,  Pa.  A.  P.  Kobinsou,  Sec  y. 

Jan.  l.j— IS,  ".Hi.  Scranton  Poultry  and  P.S.  Ass"ii, 
.srranton.  Pa.   I{.  E.  Westlake,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  21—24,  Itti.   Binglianiton  Poultry  Ass'n, 
banitou,  N.  Y.   W.  R.  Alexander,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  21— 2-i,"96.  Xortliwestern  Penn.  Poultry.  P,  and 
I'.  S.  Ass'n,  Erie,  Pa.  Peter  Wingerter,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  -K- 27,  '9fi.  Troy  Poultry,  Pigeon  and  Pel  .Stock 
Association,  Troy,  N.  Y.   John  H.  Duke.  SeiT'y. 

Feb.  l—G,  'X.  New  York  Poultry  and  I'iceon  Ass'n, 
Madison  Square  Garden,  Jf.  Y.  City.  H.  V.  Cra«  l"r<l. 
Sec'y,  Monlclair,  X.  J. 

Southern  States. 

Jan.  6— in.  "96.  West  Tenn.  Poultry  Ass'n,  Jackson, 
Tenu.   H.  M.  Dawson,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  14—18.  '%.  Tennessee  Poultry,  P.  and  1*.  S. 
Ass'n,  XasUvllle,  Tenn.  M.  M.  Kline,  Pres't. 

Jan.  14—18,  '9t!.  Green  River  Poultry,  P.  and  P.  S. 
Ass'n,  Owensburg,  Ky.   R.  B.  Hale,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  15—18,  '96.  E;ist  Tenn.  Poultry  Ass'n,  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.  H.  A.  Reep,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  -H—'n.  ■%.  Georgia  Poultry  and  P.  S.  Ass'n, 
Augusta,  Ga.  J.  W.  Killingswortb,  Sec'y. 

Pel).  14—18,  '96.  X'ational  Poultry  and  P.  Ass  n. 
Washington,  D.  C.   Geo.  E.  Howard,  See'r. 

Western  States. 

Jan.  1—4,  '96.  Pike's  Peak  Poultry  Ass'n,  Colorado 
Springs,  Col.  J.  AI.  Hill,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  6—11,  "96.  Topeka,  Kansas.  D.  A.  Wise,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  6— 11,  '96.  Indiana  State  Poultry  Ass'n.  Indian- 
apolis, Ind.  W.  L.  Hagedon,  Sec'y,  6i  Greer  St., 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jan.  6—12,  '96.  Colorado  Poultry  Ass'n,  Denver, 
Col.  John  Herr,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  7—10,  '96.  La  Salle  Co.  Poultry  Ass'n,  Sti-eator, 
111.  J.  C.  Hunter,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  14—17.  '96.  Henry  Co.  Poultry  Ass'n,  Clinton. 
III.  -Mrs.  Ella  Tlioiuas,  Sec'y,  Quarks,  Mo. 

Jan.  14—19,  '96.  Xortliwestern  111.  Poultry  Ass'n, 
Lanark,  III.   G.  W.  Sword,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  lo— 22,  "96.  Minnesota  State  Poultry  Ass'n, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.   Jos.  H.  Prior,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  20— '24.  '96.  Jlichigan  Poultry  Ass'n,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.   Alice  M.  Mason.  Sec  y,  Grant,  Midi. 

Jan.  21-25,  '96.  X'ortliern  Illinois  Poultry  As^'n, 
Rockford,  III.  F.  W.  Rosser,  Sec'y. 

.Ian.  2S— 31,  '96.  Toledo  Fanciers'  Ass'n,  'J'oledo, 
Ohio.  A.  W.  Bell,  Sec'y. 

Pacific  Coast. 

Jan.  G— 10,  '91;.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  J.  W.  Harlani. 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  7— 11, '96.  Vancouver  Poultry  Ass'n,  Vanoou- 
Ter,B.  C. 

Jan.  13—18,  '96.  Oregon  State  Poultry  Ass'n,  Port- 
land, Oregon.  G.  T.  Hunt,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  1-5—21,  "96.  Oakland  Poultry,  P.  and  P.  S.  Ass'n, 
Oakland,  Cal.  Jno.  F.  Mectlem,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  2'2— 2S  '96.  Puget  Sound  Poultry  Club,  Seattle, 
Wash.    W.  li.  Goodrich,  Sec'y. 


Tbe  Flo  wei'  City  Incubator  and  Brooder  Co., 
of  Rochester,  X.  Y.,  are  ofleriug  special  bar- 
gains tbis  season  on  tbeir  200-eg.s  capacity 
Incubators  and  Brooders  in  order  to  iiitrodm  e 
tbese  inacbines  in  every  section.  As  to  tbtir 
merit,  tbis  Company  maiuifactures  only  honest 
ljusiiiess  machines,  and  any  pari  that  should 
give  out  within  three  years  from  the  time  of 
purchase  will  be  replaced  by  the  Company 
free  of  charge. 


State  of  Ohio,  City  of  Toledo, 
Lucas  County 
Frank  J.  Chexey"  makes  oath  that  be  is 
the  senior  partner  of  tbe  firm  of  F.J.  Chen  ky 
&  Co.,  doing  business  in  the  City  of  Toledo, 
County  and  State  aforesaid,  and  that  said  lirni 
will  pay  tbe  sum  of  ONE  HUNDRED  DOl,- 
L.^.RS  for  each  and  every  case  of  Catarrh  that 
cannot  be  cured  by  the  use  of  Hall's  (  a- 
TARKii  Cure. 

FR.\NK  J.  CHENEY. 
Sworn  to  before  me  and  subsci  ilied  in  my 
presence,  this  6th  day  of  Deoumber,  A.  I). 
1SS6. 

— ^  A.  W.  GLEASON, 

[sEALj  Xotary  Public. 

Hall's  Catarrh  Cure  is  taken  internally,  and 
acts  directly  on  the  blood  and  mucous  stir- 
faces  of  the  system.  Send  for  tesUmonials,  free. 
F.  J.  CHENEY  A:  CO.,  Toledo,  O. 

Sold  by  Druggi^ts,  Toe. 

Hall's  Family  Pills  are  the  best. 


Wm.  M.  King,  ex-Chief  of  Seed  Division  of 
U.  .S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  writes  voluntarily 
to  the  editor  of  the  American  Aijricultiirisf 
as  follows:  "  As  a  comfort  producer  and  fuel 
saver,  I  can  assure  the  readers  of  tbe  .^iHicrt- 
can  Agriculturist  that  tbe  Rochester  Radi- 
ator, which  I  have  thoroughly  tested,  is  all 
that  it  is  reconimcndod  to  he."  More  valuable 
testimony  to  the  merits  of  thi'i  article  which 
we  are  advertising  could  scarcely  be  obtained. 


The  Most  Simple  and  Safe  Remedy 
for  a  Cough  or  Throat  Trouble  is  "  Brown'.-i 
Bronchial  Troches."  Tlicy  possess  real 
merit. 


A  GREAT  CHANCE  TO  MAKE  MONEY. 

3Ir.  Editor:— I  read  bow  Mr.  Jones  made 
$15  a  week.  I  have  a  better  job  taking  orders 
fur  tbe  new  specialties  and  fancy  articles  in 
;duminum  rein  books  and  rings  for  harness, 
sign  letters  and  figures  for  bouses,  stores  and 
vehicles.  They  are  simply  elegant,  shine  at 
night;  aluminum  is  a  great  talker.  I  sell  for 
World  Mfg.  Co.,  Columbus,  O. ;  they  make 
family  fire-proof  cases,  electric  goods,  and 
many  good  sellers  for  agents.  I  made  $27 
first  week,  $39  second,  first  month  $172. 
Goods  are  catchy;  good,  honest  firm,  light, 
easy  work;  anyone  can  get  a  job  by  writing 
them.  J.  EVANS. 


Clotigh's  Catalogue. 

The  1896  catalogue  of  poultry  and  supplies, 
for  sale  by  AY.  W.  Clougb,  Med  way,  Mass.,  is 
upon  our  desk.  This  year's  book  is  especially 
interesting  and  valuable.  A  number  of  photo- 
graphic illustrations  are  given,  representing 
>[r.  dough's  residence,  poultry  yards,  scenery 
about  his  farm  and  home,  fine  breeding  stock, 
and  a  view  of  \Yeber  Brothers'  Orchard 
Duck  Farm,  at  AYrenthara,  Mass.  Besides  the 
tine  illustrations  there  are  some  choice  selec- 
tions and  advice — followed  by  an  extensive  list 
of  any  and  everything  that  can  be  desired  In 
the  poultry  line.  It  is  a  complete,  handy 
reference,  and  it  will  pay  our  readers  to  send 
lo  Mr.  Clougb  for  a  copy. 


The  Three  Best  Books. 

Read  these  testimonials : 

All  About  Broilers,  by  M.  K.  Boyer,  i«  a 
compact  and  practical  compendium,  giving 
tbe  methods  of  successful  broiler  laiscis  in 
Hammonton,  N.  J.  —  J.  H.  Dkeven.sted  i , 
editor  American  Fancier. 

Money  in  Hens,  by  Michael  K.  Boyer,  is 
the  best  book  Mr.  Boyer  has  written,  and  con- 
tains more  than  auy  other  of  his  former  book«. 
The  subject  is  treated  in  an  able  and  tborouuli 
manner,  and  no  author  is  more  popular  or 
better  able  to  instruct  people  in  the  breeding, 
management  and  care  of  all  kinds  of  poultry 
lor  profit.— \Y.  AY.  Clough,  Medway,  Mass. 

Projitoble  PouUrij  Farming,  by  M.  K. 
Boyer.  A  boiled-down,  concentrated  treatise 
on  the  practical,  nionej-making  side  of  poul- 
try farming.  Theories  are  "  not  in  it."  Il  is 
all  hard-boiled  egg  for  a  solid  meal,  and  just 
enough  lo  satisfy  a  good,  healthy  appetite.  It 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  interested  in 
making  poultry  pay. — B.  Hol.mes,  Jr.,  editor 
PouUrii  Monthbj. 

These  books  2;')  cents  each.  Address,  Fahm- 
POULTRY,  22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston, 
Mass. 


Poultry  Supplies. 

In  October  1st  number  we  spoke  of  the 
difficulty  some  poultryinen  claim  to  have  in 
getting  wheat,  barley,  etc.,  and  reconunendrd 
such  lo  read  the  ad.  of  Fred  G.  Orr  it  Co..  5 
and  6  Commercial  Wharf,  Boston.  Here, 
to-day,  we  have  two  letters,  one  from  AYest- 
ford,  Mass.,  claiming  that  the  writer  cannot 
get  barley  and  buckwheat  there,  and  another 
from  Berlin,  claiming  the  writer  cannot  find 
any  barley  about  there.  To  all  such  we  would 
say  Messrs.  Orr  &  Co.  will  supply  you,  at 
lowest  market  rates,  and  will  deliver  two  (or 
«iore)  bags  at  any  freight  depot  or  steamboat 
wharf  ill  Boston,  free  of  cartage.  Freight 
rates  are  but  a  few  cents  per  hundrcil  lbs., 
and  anybody  can  have  poultry  supplies  tliul 
wants  them. 

Writf>  Orr  \'  Co.,  for  their  circular  and 
price  li^t. 

Breeding  Cockerels. 

AVhile  at  tbe  Amcsbury  show  last  week  we 
rode  out  lo  Mr.  R.  E.  Woollard's  poultry 
yards,  to  take  a  look  at  his  stock.  AVe  were 
particularly  impressed  by  a  couple  of  dozen 
Brown  Leghorn  cockerels  which  he  had,  which 
ought  lo  be  distributed  among  us  many  flocks 
of  fowls  that  need  an  infusion  of  new  blood  to 
quicken  them.  He  has  both  Rose  Combeil  and 
Single  Combed  Leghorn  cockerels — and  F.-l'. 
readers  wanting  such  should  »end  him  an 
order. 


Burglar  Alarms. 

If  M.  J.  ().,  Denver,  Colo.,  will  send  his  ad- 
dress to  Isaac  E.  Bonsalt,  Box  141,  Salem, 
Ohio,  be  will  get  a  reply  to  bis  article  on  bur- 
glar alarms,  page  351,  Farm-I'ocltry. 

AYe  have  received  numerous  letters  of  late 
from  our  subscribers  desiring  to  know  where 
they  could  purchase  '•  Cut  Clover." 

.Messrs.  J.  S.  Sargent  &  Son,  Brockton, 
Mass.,  the  reliable  poultry  supply  dc:ilers, 
keep  a  good  quantity  on  hand  all  the  time,  and 
our  readers  should  note  their  ad.  in  this  issue 
of  Farm-Poultry. 


PRINTING 


Fine  Plymouth  Rocks. 

The  senior  editor  of  tbis  paper  paid  a  visit 
to  Mr.  C.  H.  Latham,  Lancaster,  Mass.,  a  few- 
days  ago;  and  while  tbe  visit  was  primarily 
w  ilb  the  intcnlionof  lookingoverlhenew  poul- 
try house,  which  is  just  completed,  we  cannot 
forbear  recommending  those  of  our  readers 
who  want  j/oorf  Barred  P.  Rocks,  especially 
good  breeding  cockerels,  to  order  of  Mr. 
Latham.  He  has  been  a  breeder  and  exhib- 
itor of  Barred  Rocks  for  many  years ;  li:is 
carefully  studied  the  principles  which  under- 
lie the  intricate  malings  of  that  breed,  and  he 
now  has  stock  w  bicb  ranks  w  ilb  tbe  best,  and 
is  certain  to  give  good  results.  If  you  want  a 
f/ood  P.  Rock  cockerel  send  an  order  lo 
Latham. 


Mr.  E.  C.  Porter,  of  Chadwicks,  N.  Y.,  has 
a  largp  stock  of  farm  raised  B.  P.  Rocks  this 
year,  which  are  very  large,  vigorous  and 
healthy,  some  of  bis  June  hatched  birils 
weighing  over  nine  pounds  already. 

Mr.  Porter  has  a  few  cockerels  and  pullets 
left  at  reasonable  prices,  and  our  readers 
should  look  up  his  ad.  in  Ibis  issue. 

OBB'S  Mi  BBIT. 

No  round  surfaces  on  our  Grit.  A  Lime  Stone  Grit 
Is  wlial  ts  wanted,  and  wc  have  it.  Many  orders  and 
letters  are  received  daily,  statin^r,  ""W'e  are  usiii?< 
So-and-so's  Grit,  but  it  don't  suit;  it  is  not  what  our 
idea  of  a  Grit  ought  to  be,  and  we  want  to  try  yours. 

Fed  by  nearly  all  tlie  higli  toned  breeders.  One 
man  Avrites,  "  If  it  is  pood  enough  for  Gov.  Morton's 
poutirv  it  isK'^od  enough  for  mine.*'  What  do  a-.u 
think  of  tliut? 


ORR'S  POULTRY  YARDS, 

Orr's  Mills,  OruDf-'c  t:t., 


N.  Y. 


- 

- 

DON'T  GET  MAD 


if  a  Pase  a^ent  claims  our  wire  is  50  to  HX)  per  cem 
better  than  used  in  any  other  fence.  Walte  him 
prove  it.    lie  can  do  it  or  Ave  will  disown  him. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 


UrFF  PT.Y.  EorK>. 

First  [ui/e  winner-., 
World'5;  Fair.'iVi;  Trov, 
N.Y..*:H:  New  York. 

.\Iy  strain  are  winniii-' 
prizes  in  about  everv 
state.  Their  sterlini; 
qualities,  jfreat  beauty, 
and  size  make  them  thc 
most  popular  up-lo-daie 
binis.  Trices  as  reason- 
able as  tbe  lowest  fi>r 
samejrradt'.  Slrlctlvex- 
bihiriou  birds  for  sab-. 
.1.  I>.\Vii.so\',Hox  v.rw 
Worcester.  N.  V. 


Clough's  C 


at. 


Have  you  seen  Clough's  Poultry  mul 

Supply  Book  for  1896? 

It  Is  ;<  tine  TO-pairc  honk.  Illustrated,  ami  full  of  us»^- 
fiil  Inriirmutiiiii.  .\ilvertises  ,hI1  varieties  of  roullry 
and  everyiliinjr  under  the  sun  in  supplit's.  Yoii 
need  this  book;  It  Is  wortli  havinir.  S.lve  monev,  liuv 
uolliiUi.-  nnlll  yon  jjet  It.    .\  '.'-i-ent  stamp  the  price. 

W.  W.  CLOUGH, 

7C  -Main  St.,  MEDW.W,  M.ISS. 


FISHERS  ISUND  FARM, 

Tor  Sale,  200  TURKEYS. 

Urouio  ami  AVhtte. 

We  Iwve  won  over;iiX)  pi  iies  at  the  larResi  slio«  s  in 
tile  easlei  n  anii  southern  st.ites.  At  the  irreat  Six  k 
and  Kami  show  we  won  1st  aiul  3tu1  on  lironre  au.i 
Wldte  'I  nrkeys. 
For  prlees  write  to 

J.  F.  CR.WGLE.  Mrr.. 

rinliori^  li^l:intl.  N.  T. 


Kvtablixhed  ISTl. 

Twenty -one  yeari  in  ihe  frir.-    /  - 
logues,  Circulars,  Cards,  Kr 
Biilbearl.s,  Tags,  Lafj<'ls,  etc. 
variety  of  cuts  to  illustratfc  y. 
Pigeons,  D'/ga,  Pet  BUtoi., 


nr. 
-■tie. 


Horses,  Se':ret  .Society,  Floral,  i-ruit.  VegeLaoiea.'jr- 
namental,  I^ifferentTrades,  etc.  Lar^e  cute  for  Cat- 
alogues, and  Circulars,  sruall  catH  for  sroall  work, 
printed  stationery,  etc  l>et  tia  quote  you  prif^es  on 
what  you  want.  Samples  and  ffeneral  price-list  freie- 
Try  our  work  by  ordering  one  ol  ibhv;  combiaatlon*, 

Tnp  t1  nn  ''*XX<i,hlghcatT:r-  '.t, 
rUrdl.UU  ],.-tt<rheail.s.lnpa<l,,.  ou 
Cnr  C9  ntl  !  '<  XX  6,  high  cut.  i. 
rUrao.UU  Letterhea-lslnpail.  i  jii,.;.,. 
ness Cards,  100  So.  3  Shipping  Tags  and  luO  Zgg 
labeU,  all  for  $2.f/jdeIiTered  to  you. 
Cn»  CA  nn      ^  ^       'Sli  C"'.  Envelopes.  2Vj  IB. 
rur  q't.UU  i^tterhea/l.i  in  2  pads,  2-y>-3i.5  In". 
Bnsines."!  Cards  and  V/i  No.  5  Shipping  Tags,  all  <3e- 
liverefl  toyourexpre«H  ofUce. 

A1IERIt:.\N  POULTRY  .\r)VOf  \TK. 
iSj-IKiges.  rilustrated.  practical  and  I  .  i,er 

year.  4  months' trial.  lOc.  .S>(//v  -a^-e 
pra<-tical  poultry  b^jok  free  to  j>  •-■  y  -  .  -  .-. /ers. 
Book  alone  I'ic.  Catalocae  of  po'j:try  tyy^k'.  free. 
C.  C.  DePCY,  Pnbli.sber  &  Printer,  Syracase,  X.  Y 

WHITE  ^^i^h. 

K  nne  c'..-:^.-r.  I,  ..f  l,..tii  l.ri  .  'l-  f-r  hrwler.  %lJ(!\n 
i'l  each.  r.ri;.'lit  vi-llow  l,<ak,  and  legs;  pure  White 
piuma^e.  .0  W.  P.  K.  hens  $1  eai:h. 

GERKY  B.  LAWKEXCE. 

Canal  Poultry  Yards.  Afihby,  }Ia«g. 

IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  WEST 

Western  I'oultry  2')  la  -  - 

irated.  KstablbhwJ  l.-^J.  ' 
and  popular.  -vOceuts  per  yea. 
Sample  copy  free.    Devoic<j  • 

try  industry  from  both  ^landp-  i;. :  ^ii-. 
■"  fancy."  Afrents  wanted,  liU^ral 
paid.  To  a(itertUer.%  we  offer  a  lue*: 
whole  west.  Circulation  positive,  :i!  . 
sample  copy  distribution.    Sample  c 
on  application.  Addre>3 

WESTERN  POULTKY>i:WS,  Lincoln 


-lOO- 

•/d  b> 

ample  cop>  and  ratei? 

Neb. 


INCrEATOR  OX  TRLAX. 

Try  It  Before  Yon  Bay  It. 

''  Hl^'lie^t  Award  World's  Fair. 
I  Jud^reof  Incubators  at  Worid's 
)  Fair  iay^:  If  I  were  eolng  to 
i  buv  for'tnvj<'lf  I  would^ve  tbt 

V6>'  Ct  Liv  tbe  preference. 
i^Book  Incnbatita,5oente. 
'  Plans  of  Brr>oders.Hoosfcs,etc 
Twenty-Five  Cents. 
Von  Cnlin  Incubator  Co.,  Box  8.  Delaware  City.  B*-!. 

J.    H.  Devins, 

STREET  POCXTRY  FARM, 

TJtica,X.  Y.  LifrblBrahmas.nar  r-   '    ^  r.\rrf^I 

riymoulh  Kocks,      (  .  While  I.t--  -          r  .« . 

Leghorns,  IJIack  Minorcas.  silver  i  tte-. 

Imperial  Pekiu  Ducks.    W.  1*.  K  '.uijt- 

ana  tioldea  Wyandoties.  Cockei'_  ;  eacb. 
Stock  for  sale.  Send  for  circular. 


1  vei  of  careful  wor.i. 
FLOWER  /and  the  most  beau-.i- 
Sfully  illustrated  >eea( 
OtLllW   jCaialosue  published.< 
^^^^^  /Sent  free  if  you  are< 


§  POULTRY 
iSUPPLIES 


seed  buyer. 

Our  new  Poultry  Sap- 
ply  Catalo«ae  is  mujit  ( 
complete  and  has  f(ir-.i 
juUij  rrriied  Prices.  Y.-u/ 
^  need  it  if  you  only  ke^'  p; 
;  live  Hens.  With  CHIt  K  5 
/  .>fAN>A  you  can  •iv 


O    ('''f-'Jn.n,'-  Fr-f.    Veverj  chick  hatched.  U 

g  JOHNSON  &  STOKES,- '^hV:ripiT:.'lC- 8 

oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

A  POSTAL  card" 

With  vour  name  and  address  plainlv  writli-n  up.'i 
It  will  "bruii:  you  a  Fui-t  ^AiifUK  Copy  of  U*«r 

SOUTHERN  FANCIER 

and  the  Chkapkst  Combinatiov  List  ever  lssae>I, 
together  with  other  information  of  iatetvst  to  poul- 
try breeders.  Address, 

SOrTHEfiX  FANCIER,  .\aftnta.  Ca. 

$100  IN  CASH  SIb^^^"*^ 

.■\  M'lnthl.v  Magazine:  wel'  rrinte  i.  r^nely  illustrat- 
ed, andbriiuful  of  ii;:  •  ■,  allpoular 
raisers,  will  divide  -  cents,  be- 
sides payins  bijr  i  givins  a 
valuable  prize  eiich  ■>  ^  r  everyone. 
S.'»iiirlos  and  full  p;u[i^ul.iri  rrumi-'tb'  maileii  for 
six  oentsin  stamps.  .Adilrcjs, 

THE  POULTBY  TRIBp-yE,  Fr^econ.  BL 

ONE  YEAR  for  10  CENTS. 

We  will- 
voted  t '  ^ 
lioUl,  l>! 

etc-  our 
o(  six  1. 1 
trv  BiH'» 
l.vts. 

Vanii.I.  .        -  .  V 


•  BUY  A  GLOBE  • 

•IncubatorlBroodcrj 


•  Box 


SHOEMAKER  I NCU  BATOR  CO.. 

«  F  cf  -0-;,  II  s..  U.  S.  A. 
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Fowl  Hits. 

Pat.— •■  Sure,  an'  what  eoort  ov  a  burd  is 
that  troying  to  sing  wid  the  cockles  in  his 
throat?" 

Farmer. — "  That's  a  guinea  heu." 

Pat. — "A  guinea  bin?  Faix,  au'  she's  not 
worth  \t."~Detroit  Free  Presn. 


To  Bed  With  the  Chickens. 

"  Aunty,  I  don't  want  to  go  to  bed,"  said 
Harry  one  evening  about  his  usual  bedtime. 
"  Why  not  ? "  asked  aunty.  "  'Cause  I  don't," 
objected  Harry.  "Why,  the  little  chickens 
have  gone  to  bed,"  said  aunty.  "  Well,"  siiid 
Harry,  "  I  guess  their  mothers  went  with 
em."  —  Toitth's  Companion. 


Circumstances  Alter  Cases, 

Steal  a  chicken,  and  you  are  a  thiei,  says  the 
Religious  Herald.  Steal  a  thousand  dollars 
from  your  employer,  and  you  are  an  embezzler. 
Steal  five  thousand  dollars  from  the  govern- 
ment, and  you  are  a  defaulter.  Kob  your 
competitor  on  the  stock  exchange  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  you  are  a  financier. 
Rob  him  of  one  hundred  thousand  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  you  are  a 
wizard  or  a  Napoleon  of  finance.  Wreck  a 
railroad  and  gather  it  in,  and  you  are  a 
"  magnate."  Wreck  a  great  railroad  system, 
and  you  are  a  "  railroad  king."  Conduct  a 
negotiation  by  which  a  strong  nation  plunders 
a  weak  nation  of  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
square  miles  of  territory  and  makes  the  weak 
nation  pay  millions  of  money  indenmity  for 
the  wrong  it  has  suiTered,  and  you  are  a 
diplomat.  Truly,  "the  times  are  out  of  joint." 


An  Untruthful  Hen. 

A  wotnan  living  on  a  lovely  New  England 
farm  has  taken  great  comfort  for  some  years 
in  the  society  of  the  numerous  hens  and 
chickens,  some  of  which  she  thinks  have 
almost  human  intelligence. 

Her  hens  are  all  named,  and  she  speaks  of 
them  and  their  various  peculiarities  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  almost  deceive  an  uninitiated 
listener  into  believing  she  regards  them  as 
human  beings. 

"  There,  Sarah  Ann  is  making  a  great 
cackle,  auntie,"  cried  a  youthiul  visitor  at  the 
farm,  one  summer  morning,  "  she  must  have 
laid  an  egg !  " 

"Pshaw,  child!"  replied  the  aunt  in  an 
exasperated  tone,"  when  you've  known  Sarah 
Ann  as  long  as  I  have,  you  won't  be  so 
believin'.  She  may  have  laid,  and  she  may 
not.  She  lies  so  you  can't  place  a  mite  o' 
dependence  on  what  she  says — not  one  mite ! " 
—  Yovth^s  Companion. 


Extinguished. 

Thomas  Corwin  —  (Tom  Corwin,  he  was 
almost  always  called) — was  remarkable  for 
his  power  of  quick  repartee.  He  was  witty, 
and  his  wit  was  always  at  his  tongue's  end. 
"  There  go  some  of  your  constituents,  Corwin," 
said  John  C.  Calhoun,  pointing  to  a  drove  of 
Ohio  mules. 

"  Yes,"  said  Corwin,  gravely,  "  they  are 
going  down  south  to  teach  school." 

In  one  of  his  political  campaigns.  Governor 
Brough  was  pitted  against  Corwin.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  the  governor  said : 

"  Gentlemen,  my  honored  opponent  himself, 
while  he  preaches  encouragement  of  home 
industry,  has  a  carriaga  at  home  which  begot 
in  England — had  it  shipped  across  the  ocean  to 
him.  How  is  that  for  supporting  home  industry 
and  labor?" 

When  Corwin's  turn  came,  he  began  slowly 
and  in  a  stammering,  confused  manner,  as  if 
he  felt  himself  in  a  very  embarrassing  predica- 
ment. 

"  Well,  gentlemen,"  he  said,  "  you  have 
heard  what  my  friend,  Mr.  Brough,  has  to  say 
of  my  carriage.  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charges, 
and  have  only  two  things  to  say  in  my  defense. 

"  The  first  is  that  the  carriage  came  to  me 
from  an  English  ancestor,  as  an  heirloom,  and 
I  had  to  take  it.  The  second  is  that  I  have  not 
used  it  for  seven  years,  and  it  has  been  stand- 
ing in  my  back  yard  all  that  time,  and  the 
chickens  have  converted  it  into  a  roost. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  that  is  all  the  defense  I 
have  to  oiTer;  but  before  I  go  on  with  what  I 
have  to  say  upon  the  topics  before  us,  I  should 
like  to  ask  how  Brough  happens  to  know  any- 
thing about  my  carriage,  unless  he  has  been 
visiting  my  chicken  roost?"— FowfA's  Com- 
ponion. 
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Feeding  for  Eggs  in  Winter. 

Keep  Poultry  for  Profit;  or  Don't  Keep  Poultry  at  all. 


One  of  the  surest  ways  to  make  poultry  pay,  is  to  feed  the  hens  so  as 
to  get  plenty  of  eggs  to  sell  iu  the  fall  aud  winter  when  prices  are  high. 
The  following  extract  from  au  article  by  Fauuy  Field,  in  a  leading 
poultry  paper,  contains  instruction  on  this  point  which  is  worth  read- 
ing. It  is  an  actual  experience,  showing  how  hens  were  "encouraged" 
to  lay  well  in  mid-winter,   not  thoroughbreds,  but  mongrels,  just 

Common  Hens. 

(From  Farm-Poultry,  May  1,  1895.) 
I'll  tell  you  just  what  some  common  hens  have  done  in  the 
line  of  egg  production  during  the  last  four  months,  and  how 
I  managed  to  induce  them  to  do  their  level  best.  When  I 
say  "commoM  hens,"  I  mean  mongrels — hens  in  whose  veins 
runs  the  blood  of  half  a  dozen  or  more  different  breeds.  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  "encourage"  them  to 
do  their  very  best ;  because  I  wanted  to 
know,  and  to  show  others  what  common 
hens,  if  cared  for  and  "encouraged" 
would  do  in  the  way  of  egg  pro 
duction  in  winter.  I  got  my  flock 
of  eighteen  all  together  and 
under  cover  Nov.  26th ;  com- 
menced  feeding  them 
Sheridan's  Condition 
Powder  the  next  day, 
and  the  four  months 
egg  record  runs  from 
thatoday,  though  we 
didn't  get  an  egg  until 
December  5th.  When 
the  first  month  was  up 
(Dec.  26,)  those  hens 
had  laid  192  eggs;  the 
second  month  they  laid 
369;  the  third  392;  the 
fourth  344  —  total  for 
four  months  1297  eggs. 

NOTE:— Allowing  only  27 
cts.  per  dozen  for  eggs  in  ntid- 
winter,  (a  low  price,)  and  at 
the  rate  of  gtl.50  per  hen  per 
year  for  keeping;  these  18 
hens  paid  in  4  months  S1.12 
apiece;  or  at  the  rate  of  83.3G 
per  year  each  from  eggs  alone. 
Pretty  good  for  "common  hens 

The  hens  were  housed  iu  a 
barn ;  for  the  first  nine  days 
were  confined  to  the  barn;  after 
that  the  south  door  was  thrown  open 
every  day  (except  a  few  of  the  coldest) 
and  the  hens  allowed  to  loaf  and  scratch 
under  the  sheds  from  ninea.m.  untilabout 
three  o'clock,  when  they  were  called  into 
the  barn  and  the  door  closed.  The  floor  of  the  roosting  room 
was  covered  six  inches  deep  with  dry  earth.  To  induce 
scratching,  and  thus  give  exercise,  the  floor  space  in  the 
barn  was  kept  pretty  well  covered  with  litter— straw,  leaves, 
chaff,  etc.  Plenty  of  exercise  and  freedom  from  lice  are  two 
things  that  are  absolutely  necessary  to  induce  hens  to  lay 
much  in  winter.  Another  necessary  condition  that  our  hens 
had  was  freedom  from  dampness.  '  Every  nook  and  corner 
of  the  barn,  roosting  place  and  shed  under  the  barn  was  dry. 
How  did  I  get  a  "summery"  air  in  that  barn?  Didn't  get  it. 
The  warmth  the  hens  had  came  from  food  and  exercise. 


Ventilation?    Well,  the  barn  was  ventilated  enough  through 
the  cracks,  and  I  suppose  the  roosting  room  was  ventilated 
enough, — but  there  was  no  opening,  high  or  low,  on  purpose 
for  ventilation.    There  has  not  been  a  case  of  roup,  cold, 
catarrh,  or  any  sickness  of  any  kind,  not  even  a  "sneeze"  in 
the  flock.    Our  hens  had  quite  a  variety  of  food.    The  morn- 
ing meal  was  always  a  warm  mash  made  of  table  scraps, 
cooked  potatoes,  apples  and  pumpkins,  mixed  up  with  bran 
and  corn  meal — one  part  of  corn  meal  to  two  of  bran.  I 
don't  mean  that  all  these  things  were  in  the  mash  every 
morning;  one  morning  it  would  be  potatoes  with  the  bran 
aud  meal,  another  apples,  and  another  pumpkins,  until  the 
pumpkins  gave  out.  When  the  table  scraps 
were  given  no  corn  meal  was  used.  They 
had  all  of  this  mash  they  would  eat. 
At  feeding  time  I  divided  the  mess 
'nto  three  parts,  so  all  could  have 
a  fair  chance.    They  ate  from  a 
quart  to  a  quart  and  a  half  of 
the   mash   every  morning. 
Somewhere  between  nine 
and   ten  we   gave  the 
second  meal,  which  was 
either  oats  or  wheat — 
an   armful    of  un- 
threshed  oat  straw 
scattered  on  the  barn 
floor  and   itnder  the 
shed;  or  a  little  over 
half  a  pint  of  wheat 
scattered   among  the 
litter.     At    noon  we 
gave  green  food,  which 
was  mostly  apples  cut 
in  halves.    When  they 
did  not  have  the  apples 
they  had  chopped  cab- 
bage (the  outer  leaves 
of  heads  that  were  used 
for  the  table,)  celery 
tops  and  raw  pumpkins. 
The   pumpkins  were 
halved,  and  the  hetis  helped 
themselves.  About  two  o'clock 
they  had  another  meal,  either 
oats  or  wheat,  as  before;  and  an 
hour  or  so  before  sunset  they  had  a 
quart  of  grain — either  corn  or  wheat, 
scattered  in  the  litter  on  the  floors.  On 
the  coldest  days  we  gave  corn  at  night. 
For  drink,  those  hens  had  warm  water  b)' 
them  as  much  of  the  time  as  we  could  keep  it  there  without 
making  extra  journeys.    About  the  middle  of  the  forenoon 
more  warm  water;  warm  water  at  noon,  in  the  middle  of  the 
afternoon,  and  at  supper  time.    For  meat  we  have  fed  all 
the  green  cut  bone  and  meat  we  could  get,  which  was  enough 
to  give  the  flock  about  a  pint  a  day  for  four  daj's  each  week, 
mixed  with  the  mornilig  feed,  thus  making  sure  that  all 
fared  about  alike.   Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  was, 
with  but  very  few  exceptions,  fed  every  day,  the 
little  "scoop"  full  three  times  in  the  morning  mash.  The 
"exceptions"  were  when  someone  forgot  to  use  the  Powder. 

Now  what  was  the  chief  thing  that  induced  these  hens  to  shell  out  as  they  have?  Was  it  the  green  cut  bone,  Sheridan's 
Powder,  exercise,  or  general  good  care?  Given  everything  except  the  Sheridan's  Powder,  the  egg  yield  would  un- 
doubtedb-  have  been  less.  From  past  experience,  and  from  what  I  know  of  other  flocks  where  neither  the  Powder  or 
cut  bone  was  used,  I  am  inclmed  to  think  that  these  two  things  increased  the  egg  yield  from  one-third  to  one-half.  Last,  but  not  least,  let  me  tell 
you  that  most  of  the  hens  in  that  flock  were  egg-eaters  last  winter,  but  not  one  has  tried  it  this  winter.  [Signed]         F4.NNY  FIELD. 
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